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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

SEVENTEEN years ago Vinobaji started his g;gai?

freedom. - Beginning with demands for gifts of land for

vidual ownership of land itself through Gramdan. With
an almost prophetic vision, he declared as early as in 1957
that Gramdan was not only an economic programme but
also a defence measure. No less than twelve lakhs of
acres of land have been distributed to the landless by
voluntary effort, while the State legislations all over the
country do not promise more than ten lakhs Vinobaji
is not satisfied and with his hand on the pulse of the
nation, he wants non-violence to function more speedily
and effectively. He chose Bihar to establish the efficacy
of the Gandhian method and urged upon its workers to
. launch a Toofan drive: to wipe out the curse of land.
“lessness from the State. In order to help them in their
-effort he himself went to Bihar on September 11, 1965,

Inspite of his failing health he took an intensive Toofsin
Yatra, of Bihar. )

FLD L s 4 2t S

In these pages, the author, Suresh Ram, who -
accompanied Vinobaji throughout this sojourn, lastitig.:
from September 11 to December 21, 1965 has given a.
. vivid account of this historic pilgrimage. These reports -

- were originally published in ‘¢ Sarvodaya™ and we are:
;. specially thankful to Sri Suresh Ram for revising and:
.enlarging them for the purpose of this book with appeos.
iate  captions.. He has tried to portray intimately the
1agnificent..scenes and impart the freshness and: - vitality

Q

thé;amessage; with which Vinobaji impregnated. his vast

'missiqn for bringing about an economic revolutio’n'.qgn :
the same lines on which Gandhiji led us to political

the landless, Vinobaji appealed for abolishing the mdf-

1,

B

=t

e

ot
il




iv

audiences from day to day. This book gives a true
insight into the working of the Gramdan movement and
its revolutionary import. This book will be useful to all
interested in Sarvodaya and particularly to the workers
who will find from it plenty of inspiration to devote
themselves whole-heartedly and obtain, in keeping with
'Vinobaji's State-dhan movement in Bibar, the Gramd.an
of every village in every province and thus accomplish
the cherished objective of Gramdan permeating through-
out the Country.

Thanjavur
' ’ SARVODAYA PRACHURALAYA

Mar., 1968.
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TIME FOR SACRIFICE

“ WHAT has recently come to pass in Kashmir has
reminded the newspapers of this country of the events of
1947. I too am reminded of the same. In fact, the situa-
tion in India, as also in other parts of our globe, is very
grave. There is either cold war or hot peace, no real peace
anywhere in the world *’*, observed Acharya Vinoba Bhave,
while addressing the inmates of his Brahma Vidya Mandir,
Paramdham Ashram, Paunar, on 23rd August 1965 on the
eve of his departure for Bihar. And he added, ** We should
offer our best to meet this crisis. And I would think my-
sclf blessed il God gives me an opportunity for SACRI-
FICE (Balidan) at this hour. **

All of us listened to him in pin-drop silence. He went
on, “Iam also reminded of the last moments of Jesus
Christ. You would do well to bear in mind what he told
his disciples—° Love one another even as I love you’. And
how did Christ love ? He offered himself as sacrifice for
their sake. Gandhiji too did exactly the same. It is time
for sacrifice.

It seemed that every brick and stone of the Brahma
Vidya Mandir echoed with the word ** Sacrifice *’.

* » *

As he was about to leave on a momentous journey,
Vinoba gave some important instructions. Firstly no
statue, picture or photograph of any mortal be placed in
the Ashram ; the inmates should have no attachment of
the body and live with a spirit of devotion, love and com-
passion. Secondly. bread-labour should be the basis of
Ashram life ; while using any article of consumption, they
must examine it on three criteria, viz., whether it was made
by hands, whether it could be made in villages, and whether
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full wages had been paid for.it. Thirdly, no further
Samadhi be erected in the Ashram; the Samadhi of Shri
Vallabhaswami be regarded as * Sarva. Samadhi’ (Samadhi
of one and all). ,

* * *

At about eleven, Shri Baidyanath Chowdhury, the
Sarvodaya leader of Bihar, met Vinoba and gave him the
details of his (Vinoba’s) three months’ programme as
drafted by Bihar friends. Vinoba had a look at it and said,
““ We must obtain the sympathy of all forces or agencies
in Bihar. I think you should meet the Raja of
Ramgarh. I have much hopes from him. He
believes in peasant proprietorship. That is there in
Gramdan—in which all the rights of a cultivator, save that
of selling out land, are preserved intact. Voluntary
trapsfer of ownership of land to the Gram-Sabha . will
prove not a source of danger but of strong protection. .I
trust that if Raja of Ramgarh approves of the idea of
Gramdan and expresses his liking for it, the movement
will. gather much momentum. Once an affectionate
relationship is established with him, we will have Gramdans
in large numbers. Thus we have to secure the goodwill
of everybody in our work.”

Later, Baidyanathbabu asked whether he had any
suggestions or instructions for his yatra or journey.

“ No suggestions ”, replied Vinoba, “I only want my
fee of ten thousand Gramdans. I am told that Khadi
work is carried on in about 13,000 villages in Bihar. But
Gramdan provides a lasting base for Khadi. Thus I hope
that these 13,000 plus many more will follow in Gramdan.
To my mind, there are good potentialities of Gramdan in
every district of Bihar.”

With regard to the tour programme, he said “It is
not good to bind. onmeself with a programme for three

3

{ months. In arevolution, the General has to decide about

*: the front where he has to ' concentrate and  how:
'% Following a fixed schedule becomes a dull toutine.”

V - Vinoba also laid stress on conveying Gramdan and
: Sarvodaya literature from village to village. “ With &
. TOOFAN of Gramdan,” he continued, ** you should ‘also
. bring about a TOOFAN of LITERATURE. These days
you have two Hindi weeklies. one from Varanasi and the
other from Patna; if you think it advisable, have a - joint
paper and see to it that it reaches every village and is read
aloud therein. Our literature has to be carried to every
home.” ”

% % . *

In the evening, Vinoba addressed a public ‘meeting "in
the city of Wardha. He appealed to the people to work
hard 'and turn Wardha into a model of Sarvodaya.
¥ “ While there will be a TOOFAN of Gramdan in Bihar,”
said he, it is for you to bring about anothei Toofan' heré.
and make Wardha an ideal place. Wardha is the capital
of Sarvodaya ideology and is far more important than
Delhi. You have so many constructive work institutions
here with plenty of workers. During the days- of freedom
struggle, Government locked our institutions, which
increased both their dynamism and appeal. ' Well, I .would
like you to lock them now of your own accord and ‘come
out for Gramdan.” o

Taking their leave, he obsetved, “-Tomorrow I =leave
for Bihar on a Maha-Yarra (Great Pilgrimage)In India)
sixty is regarded as quite a long.span of life. - ‘Thus I have
been given my pass-port and the visais now due. - But- the
important question is not whether I. return: back to
Wardba, but whether Wardha  is transformed :into &
Sarvodaya district. You ‘should miake an effort:for -it;
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"honest, sincere and devoted effort. Even ifIg

to parlok

(heavens) I would not fail to meet you.- s
Tuesday, 24th August mOrning. T
six o’ clock. Swift flowed the Pauna}r river Nontia desict
rumblings The sky was overcast with .dark fc:e e
had come to Wardha the prt;vimt]s z;ccl;mii :3]11; East Ep o
i . Suddenly, it burs
::fn ?;:L(:)bright; and again, it disappeared.

just

— the |
Vinoba started on his MAHA YATRA towards

1
East, towards Bihar, towards the grand TOOFAN!

THE CALL TO BIHAR

i on
A rousing reception was offered to Vinoba

.Saturday September 11, 1965 when he arrived at Patna

by the Toofan Bxpress from Varanasi i.u thf_: smalllixciszi
H ing for Gramdan Toofan in Bihar. :
i R mor'ﬂd of fifteen years that Vinoba unficrtoo
f’»ffef v by i in. He was received at the station b){
Shri K bg n;‘;h.ay Chief Minister of Bihar .an(‘i S-hn
S K.k h Nara'yan. Other ministers, dlgtfnanes,
Jﬂyap;‘; ZS workers and members of‘ the Shanti lSenz;
%::‘:1;\;0 th?:rre in large numbers. chlgmgstt:ti(t,:e ::c:i':ls
i j ide the
at’ ; mceu'l;g t:ﬂdhiguzzjczrti::s to rouse the collcct.i\'zc
:li’l:;.o‘;i;:rl of the people and establish Gram Swaraj in
i — aj in towns.
Vma?{::fci;]iighliga{hc&;[:';sint situation, in the country
Vinoba said, “I am happy that U. '}"hax:it, S\-f;fta:);
"Gencral of UNO, is arriving at Delhi today.

pray that his efforts will succeed and pcz;cc a;ciinl;::limonﬂ; S608 resentod Vil o o
i i —Pakistan sub-co . _

U s Indot'on of conflict between Indig Since vabZ gave the call f(oir Toofan fro

i Pf;)loélg*’i(: world war. Their welfare 2amely Andhra, Uttar Pradesh,

may lea

and Pakistan
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lies in mutual friendship and amity.
for the success of U. Thant’s mission "’
l' A vast public meeting was held in
{ the Gandhi Maidan under the presiden
Mipister K B. Sahay. Welcoming Vinoba to Bihar,
Krishna Vallabh Babu said that he wanted to
Vinobaji that he would offer his utmost co-
for the fulfilment of the mission which had brought him to
Bihar. It was not Vinobaji’s work but that of all of us
and deserved topmost priority. He regretted that our food
production was low, the reason being that
the soil owned no land and those who owned
tilled it which had resulted in making Bihar a deficit
State. The Chief Minister appealed to the people to
respond enthusiastically to the call of Bhoodan-Gramdan.
On  behalf of the Vinoba Reception Committee, the

Chief Minister presented a purse of Rs. 1,47,501 to
Vinobaji.

I pray to God

the evening in
tship of Chief

assure
operation

tillers of
it never

779 GRAMDANS FROM BIHAR

As chairman of the Gramd
Shri Jayaprakash Narayan
Gramdan to Vinobaji and sa
for Gramdan and we had
Jayaprakashji also stated that
collect a purse of one lakh ru
to offer the balance of forty
hundred and one rupees to the
Shri Manmohan Chowdhury,

an Toofan Committee,
presented 779 villages in
id that the field was ready
but to harvest the crop-
since they had resolved to
pees only, they would like
seven thousand and five
Lajpatrai -Memorial Fund.
President of Sarva Seva
mdans obtained
m other States,
West Bengal, Orissa,

Maharashtra, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. The total
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amounted to 8,994.

Addressing the public mecting, Vinoba expressed his
greatfulness to the people of Bihar for the warm welcome
and specially Tor the 775 villages in Gramdan. Recalling !
the leaders’ conference held at Yelwal near Mysore in |
1957 in which the late President Rajendra Prasad and 1
Prime Minister Nehru also participated, Vinobaji remarked ’
that he had then stated that Gramdan was an effective l
defence measure. It was not so obvious then. But in the EF
situation prevailing today it was easy to see that Gramdan 4
was the only way to make our villages prosperous, strong |
and invulnerable to all attacks. Vinoba gave the warning |
that the country at the moment faced two great dangers
namely, the theory of Communism preaching violence and
communalism. ‘¢ In his Radio broadcast declaring war on
India, President Ayub Khan had exhorted the people in the |
name of the Rasul Mohammed. I have no objection to
Allah’s name being taken by anybody for any cause. In
India we can see Narayan and Krishna being invoked for
very undesirable acts. I, therefore, can very well understand
President Ayub invoking the name of Allah in this conflict. |
But I fail to understand the reason for giving trouble to the
great prophet., Itis not for me to impute motive but I
cannot help concluding "that President Ayub’s calling the
name of the Prophet is an open invitation to communalism !
God forbid that the Muslims of Pakistan raise a jehad
against the Hindu brethren there, which may produce its
unhappy reactions in India and lead to unfortunate mutual |
slaughter in both the countries. =~ We have to be very
cautious about it and see to it that we are not carried away
by this venom of communalism ™

Expressing his happiness at the fact that about IGOOP
villages joined gramdan during the last three months, half}

{

|

{

number of Gramdans received throughout the country then '

of which was in Bihar alone, Vinoba called upon the people

of Bihar to bring about a mass revolution so that each and .
every one of the seventy thousand villages of Bibar caine in

Gramdan and the people marched forward together to build

up their destiny themselves.

‘On Sunday September 12, Sarvodaya. khadl and
constructive workers of Bihar met Vinoba'in the morning
under the presidentship of Shri Dhwaja Prasad Sahu,
chairman of the Bihar -State Khadi and .Village Industries
Board. Shri Sahu said that the time had come to sacrifice
everything at the altar of Gramdan since on- the success of
Gramdan depended the future of Khadiand all constructive
work. Vinoba expressed his delight at the fact that Khadi
work was carried on in 13,000 villages of Bihar. He said

that there was no reason why all these villages couid not
join Gramdan.

Sri K. B. Sahay, Chief Minister of Bihar, accompanied
by several members of his cabinet saw Vinobaji'in 'the
afternoon.  The ministers assured their whole hearted
co-operation to the movement. Later Vinoba addressed
a gathering of workers of different political . parties,
including several legislators. Vinoba regretted that groupism
within parties held the field and the political element was
breaking one into two, two into four, four.into cight.

Vinoba said, ¢ We should think over whether there
can be any means of reversing this process. Our parties
have an eye, as it were, on the thermometer of external
danger. If the temperature goes beyond the danger level
they would all become one and support the Government,
“If the mercury be below the mark they would not be so
serious for unity, and if it be at a still lesser point they
would withdraw their unity altogether. I wonder whether
we always require China and Pakistan to unite us and
nothing inside our own country can iaspire us for the same.
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I submit that Gramdan is a programme which would
help you not only in fighting out the poverty of the country
but also in making your parties strong and united.’

Shri Jayaprakash Narayan also addressed the gathering
and thanking the parties for their moral support made an
earnest plea for active co-operation in the Gramdan work.

Members of the National Youth Front of Patna met
Vinoba on the morning of Sept. 13 They asked him how
they could help in the Gramdan Toofan movement.
Vinoba replied. “ You can do it in three ways. Firstly, you
should go out with firm feet into the countryside as messen-
gers of Gramdan. Secondly, you should convey the message
with a sweet tongue and take care not to hurt any heart.
Thirdly, you must have a clear grasp of the implications of

Gramdan so that you may propagate its cause with thoro-
ughness.” Go on and on with the Gramdan message and
you will experience immense joy and satisfaction.”

Later he addressed a gathering of teachers, men of
letters and Press representatives. He said, ‘*Nai Talim
was accepted as the foundation of education, but other
storeys were not erected on it. Thus we have the mansion
of higher education without a foundation and the foun-
dation of basic education without a mansion on it. This
is the tragedy of education in free India. The Government
has now set up a Commission to go into the problem. Let
us await its recommendations. However, there is a vast
field of work for the teachers. I would like them to go to
Gramdan villages and start schools with the village as
basis .

Turning to men of letters, Vinoba observed, ©“ You
have a very difficult and great role to play. Generally,

there are two - sorts of people around us — the learned or |

the Jnanis who keep aloof from the world and the worldly

who are totally drowned in it due to blind attachment.

B e s e

g

You have to maintain aloofness with the world but kee
full sympathy with it hien you will be able to produc:
great literature and render immense service to humanity.”
Addressing the pressmen, Vinoba remarked, ‘ I.am
grateful to you for your co-operation. In gen;ra] the
press in India has observed restraint and follow-:dj the
nob]_c tradition set up by giants amongst journalists lik
Motilal Ghosh. Lokmanya Tilak and Mahatma Gandlh'e
‘Yet I would make one request to you — you should not blc;
ina E?urry to offer your comments on events  If you
€xercise some patience you will become far more effective **
In the evening Vinoba addressed a meeting of Sarvo-
daya workers. He called upon them to concentrate on
Gramdan throughout the siate, specially in the border
areas. Hesaid. “some time ago it was reported in th
press that the Chief Minister of Bihar complained that rj ‘
was going to China from Bihar. When a Chief Minisif&c
makes a remark of this nature it means that he is unable tr
stop this illegal trade and wants the public to set it ri‘rh:)
To my mind, the best remedy is that all the border villbn .
s.hould offer Gramdan and Gramsabha must begin to f o
tion there. It will then control all export and im Ut”‘:}
the -village and put an end to this menace. 5 Mo
anxious that all your border villages, from Cham ara
Pumes: should join Gramdan and turn into strtf)n fg .
resses. ’ .In his speech Vinoba also Stressed the ngé drt;
working in the cities and settingup Shanti Sena units e
Eal:!y in the morning Vinoba visited the Ra'-e d
Memorial Museum. He also spent some time j' vile
Kamla Nehru Shishu Bihar centre, run by the J.'\/;nht'he
Charkha Samiti under the guidance of Shrimati P . llé
Jayaprakash Narayan. rabhavati

Leaving Patna on 14th Se
/ tembe i :
started on his Toofan tour of Bihp;r_ T morning, Vinoba

SoIam



WAR HITS THE POOR

“Our country is passing through a very difficult situation
today. There is a war between India and Pakistan. After
giving careful thought to it. = T have reached the conclusion
that this war has been imposed upon India and I, therefore,
support the stand taken by the Government. But this does
not mean that T am happy overit. I am sure that the
Government also does not feel happy about it. I am very
anxious that some way should be found out to stop it.
But as I gather from the course of events I do not find any
signs of it. I cannot say how long this war will continue.

You eagerly listen to the Radio news. Casualties and
losses are taking place on both sides. Perhaps you feel glad
when you hear that fifty people of India were killed as
against one hundred of Pakistan. This is wrong.
The truth is that one hundred and fifty persons have gone.
Hardly eighteen years ago we were one people. There are
one crore of Hindus in Pakistan and five crore
Muslims in India. For hundreds of years we have been
living together. There is therefore no question of anybody’s
gain or loss. Both will be hurt and suffer equally. We must,

therefore, pray that this war may soon come to an end.

But what about the fate of the millions of our poor
brethren ? When a thousand crores are spent in defence
every year the interests of the poor cannot be attended to.
Planning has been going on for so many years. But it has
widened the gulf between the poor and the rich, which is
very dangerous. If the countryis to grow and prosper
these disparities must go. Gramdan offers an effective way
to remove them and make the villages happy and strong.
I would, therefore, call upon you to offer your villages in
Gramdan in large numbers and save the country at this

critical hour. Mokameh :  September 14.

TWO CHALLENGES

India has to face two challenges, that of communism
in the.form of China and of communalism in the form of
Pakistan. Socio-economic inequalities in the country
éucourage the former and our narrow behaviour . and
Sectarian outlook the latter.: The way to face them success-
fully is to establish Gram-Swaraj in villages and : nagar- swaraj
in town. If thousands of villages join Gramdan and thc
Gram-Sabhas, begin to function in the interests of the poor
and the lowly and treat them on equal basis, -it will change
mutual relationships and wipe out poverty and the entire
village will turn into a strong and solid community capable
of throwing out any aggressor. Likewise, in cities, if “the
municipal boards or corporations rid themselves of party
considerations and serve the needs of the people regarding
health, sanitation, education and unemployment etc., it
will lead to nagar swaraj and the cities will have a new
look. All this you have to do and do it in the sho'rtesf
possible time. Any delay is bound to prove dangerous and
nullify any good work.

Monghyr : Seprembei‘ Is.

CHANGE THE STATUS—QUO

Gramdan is the most appropriate and effective prog-
ramme for the country at the present moment. The
problem of hunger is the biggest of all. Out of about
300 crores of people in the world about a hundred crores,

_ met with inIndia, Pakistan, China, Indonesia, parts of

Africa and South America, have not enough to eat and
suffer from malnutrition. In our own country about nine
crores live on less than ten rupees per month. - So long as
millions are denied basic necessities, ‘Tndia can know no




peace. Besides hunger, there are the pro'blems of comn.".u-
palism posed by Pakistan and violence—preaching
ism by China.

Com}r::;?;lin;ftin think that we should girdle our loi_ns aqd
go to the front. Do you mean to say that production in
the fields and factories should be held up for the sake of
war. This is a wrong conception. These dasts vffa‘rs are
not fought merely at the borders but also in cities and
towns, fields and factories, everywhere. I v:'ant to ask you
whether there is any programme more effective and su1tc_d
to the occasion than Gramdan. Let.me tell you that if
the status quo continues, if the poor in the_wllages are
negléctcd and if the disparities go on aggravating, no force
will be able to check internal disorder or e_xtcrnal aggres-
sion. The best way to meet the situation is not to kc.ep
listening to the radio and spendin_g the day in idle gossta,
but to carry out one's responsibility to the br?st of one’s
ability and devotion. I submit tha_t there is no other
programme as urgent and revolutionary as Gramdan.
I would therefore call upon the people of. Mon{gh_yr. the
native district of Shribabu (Former Chief Mmlstc.r c?f
Bihar) who bad promised me to bring .about_ land ret.:hst‘n-
bution by legislation, to offer every Vll[_agc in the district
in Gramdan and establish Gram-Swaraj.

MAN IS ALSO ONE

In the noon Vinoba visited the Jamiya Rehmani, a
renowned institution of Arabic learning. Its Secretary
Maulana Arif Saheb presented an address of welconfe.
In his discourse Vinoba pointed out, ** We should realise
that not only God is one but man is also one. All
differences between man and man must go and we mu.st
establish world brotherhcod. My object is to unite
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hearts and with this view I have edited a book called
“The Essence of Quran’, after a study of twenty years.
I would welcome your suggestions *’.

—Khkaragpur :  September, 16.

NO UDHAR IN UDDHAR

The country is passing through hard times these days.
But the harder the times the greater should be our enthusi-
asm. It was in November 1951 when I met the Planning
Commission in Delhi that I stressed the need of food
self-sufficiency. They say they would do it now. Better
late than never. I would be happy if effective steps are
taken to make the country self-sufficient in food. Again,
in 1957, when national leaders, including the late President
Rajendra Prasad and Prime Minister Nehru assembled at
Yelwal near Mysore, I had stated that Gramdan was a
defence measure. Our recent contact with Pakistan has
clearly shown that Gramdan is very essential for the safety
of the village and the country.

The Planning Commission intends to do justice to the
poorest in 1985. A drowning man cannot be consoled
by an assurance of saving him twenty years hence. There
should be no Udkar or credit in Uddhar or rescue. He
has to be rescued here and now. Planning must therefore
be organised on a village basis and Gram Sabha should
take the responsibility of the village. This is exactly what
Gramdan proposes to do through the consent of the
people. —Jamui :  September 17.

CHALLENGE FOR KHADI

Khadi has so far been
time has come when you sh
it. Rest assured Khadi cann

supporting you, now the
ould offer your support to
ot subsist on Government
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subsidy. In Hinduism, people carry out sixteen samskar;
or rites from birth to death.  These days a new one,
the seventeenth, has also sprung up, namely supply - of
oxygen, this subsidy is like the seventeenth samskar of
Khadi. If Khadi is to stay it can do only on the
basis of Grathdan. I would, therefore, ask you to take
to Gramdan work with all your heart and soul. Other-
wise, Khadi is doomed. And if you are not prepared
to face this challenge I would urge aipon you to give
Khadi a decent burial on the occasion of the Gandhi
Centenary. A

Khadigram is a leading national - constructive work
institution in the country. It -was founded by Shri

‘Dhirendra Mazumdar, President of the All India Sarva

Seva tSangh, in 1952 and has been prominent in the
Bhoodan Movement. Under the guidance of Prof. Ram
Murti, the Director, it has made rapid progress in
Khadi and village industries. Vinobaji went round the
Gramdan exhibition, specially prepared for the occasion
by Shri Anil Sengupta, a young artist. It depicted
the present wretched condition of the village and also
how Gramdan could end exploitation and change its
face.

Khadigram 1 September 17

GIVE WORK TO THE MILLIONS

Our country today faces a two-fold danger, that
of food shortage from within and of aggression from
without. I think these two dangers should be enough
to unite us. Generally people do not relish life devoid
of conflict. But 1 am sure that these two dangers will
lead us to unity and work with single-minded devotion
to meet this crisis. At this eritical hour we should

e e————
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~ become one and rise above the differences of caste,
. creed, ‘language, party or province. ‘We: should see to
it that no disorder takes ‘Place within the country and
- all sections of population perform their duty with grace

and courage. But this is possible ‘only when the teeming
millions in the village obtain work to earn honest live-
lihood. This can be accomplished by Gramdan in which
I want you to -donate one-twentieth of your land for
the landless, transfer the ownership of your land to the
village community, donate one-fortieth of production or
one day’s earning for the village fund - regularly- and
establish Gram-Sabha in each village. All of you must
contribute a certain percentage of your earnings for the

. society. As we eat and consume day after day so also’

we must donate and sacrifice day after day, which will
make us happy from within and iniprove our relationship

* with the neighbour and society and thus render the

couatry united and strong.

Jhajha: September 18

INDIA EXPECTS EVERYBODY
TO DO HIS DUTY |

. India faces a great ordeal. Pakistan has forced a
war upon us. China threatens to open another front.
Let them do as they like and open second, third
fourth any number of fronts. We must face it all 'Wi:tl‘:

. our characteristic calm and solid - determindtion.' " Thé

call of the hour is perfect unity amongst gursélves and

'+ complete peace within the country. If God ordajni
. utter disaster or creation of a ‘new world, whatever be
; His will, we must remain fearless and fir

m. India expects -
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everybody to do his or her duty. Let us do it wvgn
all our heart and all our soul and leave the result to God.
o For peace and security within the couatry, we must
A; cast off mutual differences and share our \.veal and woe
together. Sharing decreases, misery and 1ncreases joy.

] _ THREE SUGGESTIONS FOR OFFICIALS

The country is facing double invasion today. Our
democratic socialism is under attack by the Chinese
communism and our secular ideal by the theocratic state.

In this critical situation India cannot be sure of food
is i ched the Gramdan movement . . - of
This is why I }tizv;;:lgm :bmit a Toofan so that every grains from abroad. This throws a great responsibility on
af“? Wa’:‘: ;Ojl:)in Gramdan and stand on its feet. Let p theofficials. There are about fifty-five lakhs of Govern-
village ma

. and set up F mentservants and about ten in the military. This means

us carry its n.zessa.%le fron;d gz;irfc;w:::jrin towns and | -thatthereis one employee for every fifteen persons. This

G'rfzm-,Swaraj a ol ato lose. Let us become upited [ is quite a heavy load upon the farmers and labourers of the

s the sreat tlm}:’ before ;Js country. There are mostly middle class people in services

and fulfill the great task B¢ orL k};’ srai: September 19 ,  who consume and do not produce. Also you find a greal
akhi-serai: )

hunger for education these days. But this is a hunger for

. Government service and shows a tendency to avoid bodily

4 : : PARTNERS . labour. There are about twenty per cent'of literates in

MAKE WOMEN REAL _India. In other words out of every fifteen educated people

b IN LIFE . only one gets ajob and the remaining fourteen remain

et ) . . . -

i . unemployed and provide a fertile soil for communism.

" i hishly regrettable that the number of women . ) - . .

i It is hl:g ytheg’n  erribly small. Among about ten | In the light of this reality, I would hke.you to think
A _present in this ‘gath ring bardly 150 women This is a over what you can do. I have three suggestions to make.

re are . . Fi
thousat:jd peop ef ;'airs B 14 the male folk responsible Firstly, you should . ask your womenfolk to devote two
very sa state of af being cxploited by men hours a day for public service. They should go from house
fqr it. In ozr socxe;tywv:’)c;tlr:ienhzii 2:§eﬂelzl if men had to‘ lfouste and ?ontaf:t the people and. try to help them in
lrt; r::ii?d :f heor:’;;e ek aftor the children an d sent the m1t1g:nng t?exr n;xscry- dIf yolur wives ?Jr.other. female
Jadies here, since the message gained by the ladies would | - r;)en; ers pi; orm ireean lc;,o untta:ry %“ lic service your
have helpeci them in imparting it to every body else in the | Iurw‘e)?xlgn likz r)l'zttlxontowhoe‘: lilggthee some:‘vziio :ec:fnilgé
family. It is the women who have upheld our religion and oP propage - :
amily. " the knowledge that mothers Gramdan fnovement. This is a programme which will lead
culture in the coun.try and : e kn o that given by | to prosperity, more food production, emotional integration
SHPPIIY to tlheotc:;gmnltlsis atl:orsufhe en to realise the |- and mutual ability and harmony. Thirdly, I would urge
er an . i
S ibility and make the women real partners in life. upon you to study Sarvodaya I\te.r atu.r e and grasp the
responsibility S ) . implications of the movement. This literature should go
Khagaria: September 20.

to your blocks and be read out to the people. T trust that
)
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you would give serious consideration to these observations
your responsibility to the best of your { . me .
© pattern of planning and administration.

ability.

’ Begusarai :  September 21

GENERATE PEOPLE’S POWER

QOurs is a vast country with an ancient civilization and |
advanced sociology- In Europe we have unilingual nations, |

while in India we have fourteen developed languages. This

unity of the country is not a gift of the British but a fl'}lit
of the sufferings and sacrifice of our seers and saints like 3
Tulsidas and Kabir, £

karacharya and Ramanuja,
o and Tukaram and others. Europe,

though much advanced in physical sciences, will be
regarded as socially mature as India only when .an
Englishman goes with the water of the Thames to a shrine

- Moscow and a Russian with that of Volga to St. Paul’s |

Cathedral in London. N
When India is passing through a great crisis because
of external aggression, there is a great responsibility on the
people to maintain peace and harmony.
What is required is mature thinking. War these days
is not fought only at the borders but in fields and
factorics as well. We must, therefore, generate people’s

power and depend on our own initiative and strength. The!
object of the Gramdan movement is to generate that}

power and make the people self-reliant and strong.

What is important amda
received but the way in which the land problem is being
tackled. If India is able to solve it by peaceful and _non-
violent means it would pave the way for economic and

social freedom throughout the world.

is not the number of Gramdansj

oo

i

f

3

t

A

;

‘day. This goes against the very spirit of Khadi.
;on:such occasions they should deliberately -raise the price

19

I have great hopes from the people of Bihar. If
every village here joins Gramdan it will change the very
Can the political
parties bring about this change ? I do not think that they
can do so during the next five to ten years. Merely asking
the people to wait until they capture power is a cry of
despair- I submit that Gramdan offers a programme to
serve the people and usher in a social and economic
revolution and I urge all political parties to give it their
active support and co-operation.

Begusarai : - September 21

WHY DISCOUNT ON KHADI?

Khbadi workers of this district.camc to me in thc
morning. They expressed their doubts about the capacity

. of the Khadi and Village Industries Commission to
- introduce Khadi effectively in the ‘Gramdani areas. I

have asked them to exercise patience and do solid work
themselves in the field.

The Commission is groping in darkness. If you can
show the way it will go ahead. Mere criticism will be of
little avail. I know the difficulties it has to face, meet all
sorts of criticism and persuade so many people. But I
trust that if Gramdans are offered in lakhs the Commission
will be able to rise to the desired height. - :

But I pity the Khadi people when they give special
discount on Khadi in the name of Gandhiji on- his birth-

In fact,

and tell the people to purchase khadi at enhanced rates so

that the spinner in the far interior villages may get a

higher wage (it may be noted thatthe spinning wages

.are below subsistence level) and be done some justice to.

. Stkandara: Sept. 22



- NEED FOR A CEASE-FIRE IN OUR MIND

1 am glad that the war has come to a close. Iam Dsuie

it. rieved me deeply. Daily [ WoI

i was aomemay e s mach. oo . i United Nations in order to set up a World Government.

The beginning of this is made in Gram-Swaraj which
* would be based on Gramdan.

it was announced that so much damage was done to this
side and so much to that. Iadded them both and regarded

the total loss as my loss. It is really sad that there should 5
be any conflict between India and Pakistan or between [

India and China or between any other two countries.

The world has been brought closer by science and i
people know we have to live together as one farni!y. But
the conflicts continue today because of our old habit. Tl.me
time has come when we should bring about a cease-fire in |
our mind and get rid of all anger, distrust and jealou'.::y :

within. This is precisely what Gramdan proposes to do in .

the sphere of the village and if we succeed in transfor'ming
village - into a family, the journey from village family to
world family will not be so arduous.

Steikh-o~deora—September 23,

RELIGION HAS YET TO BE ESTABLISHED

They say that people are deviating from the path of
religion. May I ask you where can religion be fot.m'd ?
True that same faith has been developed for it, but religion

sitting, every wall stands at right angles to the floor. WillE

‘you let me know whether some such principle ot: rcligicfn asp.
may be universally followed has been accepted in society ? ' Likewise if we rebuild the village life on the basis of unap;-

Even in a matter like speaking truth so many have been ¢ mity it will contribute to harmonious mutual relationship

given the liberty to break the rule—the trader, the lawyer, j: and strengthen our democracy.

the official, the politician, and others. Then whom isf:
truth meant for? Only for children? How then can youp:
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> call it establishment of truth ? I believe that real Dharma
% would not be established until we evolve ‘world Govern-

ment’ and ‘world citizenship ’. All the nations of the
world must surrender some of their sovereignty to the

Gaya :  September 24.

BIRTH-PANGS OF A NEW ORDER

There is conflict all over the world today between
India and Pakistan, between India and China. between
Indonesia and Malaysia, between North Vietnam and

. South Vietnam, etc. I regard this as the birth-pangs of a

new world order in which nations will be transformed
into provinces of a world state. It is very heartening to
note that at the instance of the United Nations both India
and Pakistan have accepted cease-fire and brought their

. War to a close. The time has come when nations of the

world should surrender part of their sovereignty and forces

. to strengthen the UNO.

The seeds of this world state lie in Gramdan. If we

.turn the village into a family it will lead to more produc-~ .

- tion, equitable distribution and security. It may be noted
has yet to be established. In the hall in which you aref.

that the Security Council follows the principle of unani-
mity: Had it been governed by the majority-minority
doctrine it would have reduced itself to Insecutity Council.

Gaya :  September 25,
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LOVE IS ELECTRICITY, TRUST IS SWITCH

In this age, offering donations or sharing what you §
have with others is the greatest religion. In Bhoodan, .
thousands and lakhs of people have offered land for ‘the
landless, which melts hearts. Now Gramdan will unite |
them together and render them strong. :

Bihar leads the whole country in Bhoodan. Land
has been donated here in no less than 57,000 villages or in
one out of every two villages in Bihar. This has produced
love and compassion in society. Now if this electricity of
love is to be transformed into a living force we must intro-
duce the switch of trust. If you have electricity in your {
home but no switch, it will remain dark. Trust is the '
switch and love is electricity. The two together produce |
light and energy.

Sherghati : September 26.

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE YOUTH

The youth of the country should have a mission before |
them. You have to be awake and fulfil your responsibility.
While the soldiers lay down their life at the front, you
should not sit idle at home and waste time in idle gossip.
These days battles are not fought at the borders alone but
in fields and factories and homes and hearths. Around
you there is inequality, hunger, poverty, want, disease, and
illiteracy, which you must strain every nerve to -remove. At |
this moment India expects every citizen to do his or her |
duty. Think whether you can make any sacrifice for the
pation. In Gramdam I demand but. one-twentieth of the
land and ask you to transfer the ownership in the name of
the community or Gram-Sabha. Also donate one-fortieth
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of the produce regularly for the village fund for the relief
of the poor and the needy and other public activitics in the
village. If you are able to set up Gram-Sabha in every

villiage on the basis of Gramdan it will lead - to - prosperity

and harmony. Let every village of the Gaya district be

. offered in Gramdan and you will be able to produce

tremendous influence on the Government and planning.

GRAMDAM DELAYED IS GRAMDAN
DENIED o

For the last cighteen years vast masses of people in

~ India have been waiting for a taste of Swaraj. We shouild

now recognise that the same can no more be delayed.
Gram Swarajya delayed is Gram Swarajya 'denied, even ‘as
justice delayed is justice denied. And this Gram-Swarajya
has to be established on the basis of Gramdam. There is
little time to lose and Gramdam delayed means Gramdan
denied.

Ours is a very pitiable condition today. We have to
depend abroad for food, arms-and know-how' or ability.
Besides, we feed our children with imported milk from
America 1 wonder whether they would, on growing older,
follow the doctrine of Bharatr Mata Ki Jai or-that of
America Mata Ki Fai. Could there be a greater want of
imagination 7 We seem to have lost all'vision. Itisa sad
picture of thorough indiscrimination and-loss of the sense
of values. Independent in name, we are dependent in
practice. I don’t think there would be so much gulf® any-
where in the world between the word and its content.-

. Daltongonj: September ;28.
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APPEAL TO PRINCES

The princes of India could play a very elffective
Yole in national reconstruction. But the tragedy is that
very few of them took to public service. Some of them
joined political parties and severed .lhemselves off from
the people. As rajahs and maharajahs they were the
beloved of their entire people and they ough? to have
taken to programmes of serving the peoplf:-wnhout_a_ny
bias or distinction. Perhaps because of political ambition
they were attracted to political parties. Thereby they fell
into groups and lost their original‘ appeal. But they can
yet recover lost ground if they give up political r{arncs
and resolve to alleviate the misery of tl‘13_ people without
any reservation. I invite the Princes to join the Gramdan
movement which will serve a threefold purpose t‘or_thcm,
namely help relieve the misery of the peoplc. raise .thc
‘ prestige of the princes and provide them inner satisfaction.

Latchar :  September 29

GRAMDAN FOR TOTAL REVOLUTION

freedom we gave ourselves to inertia and indulged in easy
and luxurious living. The attack of China three years ago
and the recent one of Pakistan with the consent of China
have come to rouse us from our slumber and I.trust ti?at
we would now be vigilant and would not require a third
it invasion to remind us of our duty. The t_1me has now
come when we should realise our responsibility and fulfill

the great mission of Sarvodaya before us.
We have to face two grim challenges,

namely

and for all time, if we remove poverty and inequalities

e S S e T

Itis very unfortunate that after the attainment of |
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. and bring about emotional integration within the country.
- The Government is doing what it can under the circumstan-

ces but there are its limitations. It can build schools and
colleges but not create the spirit of learning. It can open
hospitals but not generate the climate of service of the
poor- 8o we have to work for bringing unity and economic
equality from within. This is precisely the object of the
Gramdan movement and I want all political parties and
constructive work institutions to lend their active support
to it.

Let me tell you that politics as it is today can only

-~ distintegrate. Penetratinginto panchay~ts and municipalities

it is creating dissensions and turning them into instruments
of decentralised exploitation. In this atomic age politics
and religious sects have to yield place to spirituality. As
regards the constructive work bodies they must keep the
whole picture in view and if they do not give up working
in fragments they are bound to meet their doom. Gram-
dan stands for total economic and social revolution and

- seeks to change the very colour of Government and

planning.
Ranchi :

IMBALANCE BETWEEN
MIND AND HEART

We are in the midst of a great trial today. Our army
has done well in meeting the Pakistani aggression. There
seems to be peace now but none can be sure about it.

These conflicts, three years ago with China and now

September 30

- with Pakistan, are symbols of a serious disease caused by

. the imbalance between the mind and the heart

communalism and communism. We can do so successfully § mind is growing fast due to the ceaseless advance of

- Science, heart continues to be narrow and engrossed in its

While the
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old grooves and ruts. You do not find this imbalance m ‘

THE MESSAGE OF GANDHIJI
the life of animals which have a narrow mind as well as

narrow heart and lead a life of completely satisfied plg. 7 - India and the world are highly indebted to Mahatma
Thus if man has to live he has to enlarge his heart. And this .Gandbx for his manifold services. Above all, Gandhiji
enlargement implies rising above narrow consideration of showed how truth and love can be practised in modern
caste. creed, sect, party, provinceand language. This is {if times. Living the life of a houscholder he placed before
why I urge upon you to extend the circle of the family from | @ us the 1deal of a devotee of truth and established that
the four walls of your house to the whole village and offer - 7 truth and non-violence are not cloistered virtues meant
Gramdan. £ only for a few but practical disciplines to be observed by »
o You will be surprised to know that our Vedas do not } masses of people. In olden days Buddha, Christ, Moham-
contain any hymns on India, but the hymns there sing the . med and others taught the same lesson. Butlife during
glory of the earth. The Vedic rishi says, Vasudbeva Bt those days was much simple and unsopblsucated. What
Kutambakam, meaning that the people on the earth should & we heard about them was shown by Gandhiji in practice
live asa small family, small in the sense, as Radio Astro- e and actual living. Gandhiji clearly depicted how truth and
nomy now teaches us, that there are at least five millions of ‘_, non-violence can be practised ~even in modern complex life |
planets in this universe. This should make us humble and §& and whatever be the odds against us we must adhere to
forget all distinctions and conflicts. ¥ human values, follow truth and non-violence and never o
§ forget God. He gave battles to a mighty empire without - -
£ any malice in his heart and led us to mdependence
EXPLOITATION THROUGH PANCHAYATS 4 Now it is for us to attain social and economic freedony
Gram Panchayats to be effective must be based on Jn too which is precisely the object of the Gramdan move-
Gramdan and turn from an instrument of power into that 4 ment. Basically Gramdan seeks to do two things, namely
of service  As they are constituted today panchayats have £ bringing about unity in the village and wiping out poverty
become hotbeds of intrigues and bitterness. In fact,¥ and inequalities by the method of love and consent. It
the panchayats today have taken to the villages the inner§ envisages the social order as the family writ large. I trust
clashes and conflicts of Delhi and Patna and thus brought#$' the people of Hazaribagh district will offer Gramdan in
about pationalisation of jealousy. Further the panchayats,$: large numbers and place before the country the model of !
as they function from day to day, sre carrying on decentra- £/ Gram Swarajya as chalked out by Gandhiji. '
lised exploitation on the people. And cxploitation, when -
decentralised, becomes more efficient and oppressive. Big £

- GIVE THE VILLAGE A TWIST OF LOVE

and resourceful people in the villages dominate the pancha- ..

Chatra—Oct. 2.

§ °  (Taking a lose thread in his hand Vionobaji showed
millions. Consequently the panchayat, to be worthy of its¥i how it-broke at the slightest touch. Thereafter - he began
name, must be set up on the basis of Gramdan.

I his speech.) The village today is like this thread which -
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