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MAHATMA GANDHI _

I have believed and repeated. times
without number that India is to be found
not in its few cities but in its 7,00,000
villages. = But we- town-dwellers have
believed: that India is to be found in ‘its
towns and the villages were created to
minister to our needs.” We have hardly
ever paused to inquire if those ‘poor folk
get sufficient to eat and clothe themselves
with and whether they have-a roof to
shelter themselves from sun and rain.

I have found that the town-dweller has

generally éxploited the: villager, in fact

he has lived on the poor villager's subsis-

tence. ‘Many a British official has written

about the conditions of -the people -of
No one has, to my knowledge,
said that the Indian villager has enough

‘to keep body and soul together. On_ the

contrary they have admitted that the bulk
of the population live on the verge of
starvationand ten per cent are semi-starv-
ed, and that millions have to rest con-

‘tent with a pinch of dirty salt and chillies

and polished rice or parched grain.

ou may be sure that if any of us
were to be asked to live on that diet, we
should not expect to survive it longer than
a thonth or should be afraid of losing our
mental faculties. And yet our villagers

- go through that state from day to day.

Qver 75 per cent of the popiilation
are ag%lﬁ??%fs.. But there cannot -be
much spirit of self-government about us

-~ What they need is'not a
of the three R'’s but a knowledge of their

if we take away or allow others to take
away from them almost the whole of the
result of their labour. - - '

We are guilty of a grievous wrong
against the villagers. and the only way in
which we can expiate is by encouraging
them to revive their lost industries and
arts by assuring them of a ready market..

We have got to show them that they
cdn grow their vegetables, their greens,
without much expense, and keep good
health., We have also to show that most
of the vitamins are lost when they cook
the leaves. . S .
knowledge

economic life and how they can better it.
They are today working as mere automa-
tons, without any responsibility whatso-
ever to their surroundings and without
feeling the joy of work. -

" We have to teach them how to eco-
nomizeé time, health and money. Lionel .
Curtis .described our villages as dung-
heaps, We have to turn them -into model
villages. Our village-folk do not get
fresh air though they are surrounded by
fresh air; they don't get fresh food though
they are surrounded by the freshest foods.
I am talking like a missionary in this
matter of food, because my mission is to
make villages a thing of beauty.

The revival of village industries is

‘but arni. extension of the khadi. effort,
- Hand-spun cloth, hand-made paper, hand-
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pounded rice; home-made bread and.-Jam
are not uncommon in ‘the West. ‘Only
thete'they do mot have one-hundredth of
the importandée they Kave in India. “With
us. their revival means life, their extinc-
tion means death to'the villagers.’

;. 1f we should have-electricity in every
village home, I should not mind villages

village communjitiés-or the State: would
own power-houses' just as‘they have their
grazing pastures. But where there is no
electricity and no machinery what .are
idle hands to do?
" Villages have suffered long from neg-
lect by those who-have had the benefit
of education. They.have chosen the city
life. The'village movemént is an-attempt
to establish -healthy contact with ~the
villages by inducing those who are fired
with the spirit of service to settle in them
and find self-expression in the service “of
villagers. ' N

The village communities should be
revived. -Indjan villages produced- and
supplied to the Indian towns and cities
all their wants. India became impoverish-
ed when our cities became foreign markets
and bégan to drain the villages dry by
‘dumping cheap and shoddy goods from
foreign lands.- - = -

" Itis only when the cities realize the
duty of making an’adequate return to the
villages for the stréngth and sustenance
which they derive from them, instead of
selfishly exploiting them, that a healthy
and moral relationship between the two
“will spring up. And if the city children
‘are to play their part in this great and
noble work of social reconstruction, the
vocations through  which they are to
receive their = education .ought to be
directly related to the requirements of
the villages. o ‘ o
The village movement is as much
an education of the city people as of the

;/l;llagttars,d Wlorkers drawn from ' cities
ave to develop village mentality and
~ learn the art 'o?%zi'ving gafter the rganner

»
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..of villagers. . This does not mean that .

sthey have to. starfve like the-.villagers: -
"* But it does mean that there; must be' 2
“radical change in the old style of-life. .. ©

We have got to be ideal villagers,
ndt'the villagers with; their queer ideas
about sanitation and_giving no thought

_to .h_oiw they eat and what they eat. .. Let
plying their implements and tools, with '
the help of electricity. But then the

us not, like most of them, cook! anyhow,
eat anyhow, live ‘anyhow. "Leét us” show

: them the-ideal diet.-- Let -us not go by

“mere likes ‘and: 'dislikes; but get at the
root of those likes and dislikes.

-+ v - We must identify ourselves with the

‘villagers who toil under the hot sun
beating on their bent backs and see. how
we would like to drink water. from the
pool in.which the villagers bathe, wash
their - clothes’ and pots, 'in which their
cattle drink and roll. ‘Then and not. till
then shall we truly represent the masses
and they will, as surely as I am writing
this, respond to every call. _

Since the economic reorganization
of the villages has been commenced with
food reform, it is necessary to find outthe
simplest: and cheapest foods that would
enable the villagers to :regain the lost
health. The addition of green leaves to
their meals will enable the villagers to
avoid many diseases from which they are
now suffering. The villagers' - food is
deficient in vitamins; many.of them can
be supplied by fresh green leaves. A
proper use of green leaves was calculated
to- revolutionize the customary notions
of food and much of what was today
.being supplied by milk might be supplied
by green leaves. - ~

The cities are capable of taking care
of themselves, . It is the village we have
to turn to. \.We have to disabuse them of
their prejudices, their superstitions, their
narrow outlook and we can do. s0 in no
other manner than that of staying
amongst them and sharing their joys and
sorrows and spreading education and
intelligent information among them. %

‘ — From “‘The India of My Dreams” -
Compiled by R. K. Prabhu
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ACHARYA VINOBA

'When ‘Gandhiji - introduced the
spinning wheel in the year 1920, people
had wvery little idea of its potentiality.
But as time went on, the Charkha move-
ment gained momentum and eventually
brought us freedom. It took us 27 years
which “might: seem to'be a long period.
But 'if we care to. see the history of
freedom struggles of . other nations, we
shall have toadmit that we attained inde-
pendence - in a- comparatively shorter
period. Thus khadi developed exten-
sively and in the form of Swaraj we even
realized a partial manifestation of its
potentiality. Little effort was made dur-
ing that period for its intensive develop-
ment.  As a result we see today that we
are still far from-the economic revolution
which khadi was expected to bring about.
It secured ‘us political power; and we
thought it had in it the potentiality of
creating an -economic revolution also,
we failed to bring it out because we did
not dive deep and catch at itscore. There

are geveral redsons why we could not do.

SO. )
I always kept. these deeper aspects
of khadi in m}? view. Thgrefore ppro-
grammes for extensive production and
propagation of khadi had little attrac-
tion for me.. My main concern' was how
khadi should be made to enter and find
a lasting place in every home and how
-our people adopt spinning as a -form of
sacrifice to be - performed’ daily. "My
~Suggestion for donating a yarn-hank every

' year in memor .
“root th y of Gandhiji has at its

implications of khadj sti i
- worked out and achielvjclil.l ,rgrnam, tp_ be
‘The study of the working of Bhoo-

an movement during the last two - years
reveals'its satisfactory. progress. It - has
- spread well in the country. It has brought

life and hope;in.the constructive workers.

Taking into account the gloom and dis-

€ same deeper cause. These deeper

may that pervaded the atmosphere two
years ago, the results of Bhoodan Yagna
have certainly surpassed expectations.
And I hope it will spread still further.
But if we ignore to dive deep and_under-
stand its fundamentals, Bhoodan Yagna
will also meet with the same fate as that
of khadi. I therefore emphasize the need
of deep and profound thinking.

People sometimes ask me to use a
motor car instead of walking on foot from

‘place to place for Bhoodan. For they

think it will help the. extensive propa-
ganda of Bhoodan. In ancient times the
anly known method. of propaganda was
walking on foot from place to place. But
now motor cars are easily available and
so peoplé think of using them for propa-
ganda.Granting that it helps propaganda,
at a-quick pace, it cannot compare favou-
rably with ‘walking in many other res-
pects. The latter affords a close contact
with the massesand occasions for exchang-
ing views and sentiments thus helping
one to dive deep and do right reflection.

It is-close contact with the massesfollow-

ed by calm reflection that. has yielded
the idea of Sammnatlidan as also Shrama-

‘dan — Jabour donation, I have recently
‘suggested. '

‘We have fixed 1957 as the 'date be-
fore which five crote acres of land should

be collected ahd made over to the land-

less. But the basic aim of BhoodanYagna

is propagation of dharma vichar — right -

thinking. Supposing -a donor donates -

“land not out of pressure but out of faith,

but if a corresponding change does

" not take place in his principles of life,
- that donation will be said to be a good

deed only of temporary value. ‘Though
it is usual in a way as it brings self-satis-
faction to the donor and creates good
sentiments in him, it will have little use
in our mission. - -

- As I gdid the other day in Palkot, if -
real conversion took place in the process



o

of donation, it will have a lasting effect
only if the donor changes his ways of life
in the ‘wake of his donation. =~ We-.came
acrgss some such persons. They are

howevér drin?«'éjhh,ndfl.ll.- “But they alone
are our true” earnings of the .Bhoodan
Yagna.' ‘Such convérsions. are- possible

only'if ‘we purify our word, ‘deed and

thought. - Then orly can we hope to see.
a permanent change of heart of the donor.:

And fhe act of his donation' can' ‘be
expected to transform his course of life. .

In this light my programme of taking:
a hoe'in hand for digging should be con-
sidered and pondered “over. - For years
together I have done the work of digging
in the manner of devotion.” My faith in
it is so firm that I have no doubt about it
that it will help forge the power of the
peopleé by inspiring in them the spirit of
self-help and’ self-confidence. - Though
after walking a distance of "about ten
miles a day, we feel fatigued and ‘a little
energy-is left for further exertion, wedo
digging work as part of daily programime
at least for a few minutes. We should
however see that it does not become a

“mechanical-ritual though it should be
“performed daily.. Without restoring the
dignity. of Jabour — productive labour —
ineither will Bhoodan succeed nor will
the poor be raised, nor the difference of
‘the rich and the poor’ abolished nor Sar-
vodaya established. We have to bear all
these deeper implications in our.. mind in-
carrying out this programme of - digging
and dressing the earth so as to make: it
cultivable. - , ‘ T
. We have taken up . another pro-
gramme—the boycott. of mechanized
industries in respect of food and.clothing.
There too we should not get caught in its
surface aspects. The boycott of the
mechanized industries has got to be inte-
grated with the Bhoodan workand to be
realized in due course as Bhoodan- work
progresses. S
The Bhoodan is a vast revolutionary
programme including many.and varied
items of work and I hope that. through
this programme we will succeed in
achieving all that we could not in the
khadi movement. e
: {From “Harijan'') .

: ‘T%‘t_e Imﬁli¢atioﬁ ofSampattldan ('Mone‘y-Giftl) |

o Exc’eptingi Bhoodan and Sampatti-
dan we will not take or ask for any other
form of gift or dan: this is a condition
whigh we have voluntarily 4ccepted in
-‘Fhe interest of our work. We are engaged
in solving a mighty problem which' calls
for‘t}.:e mobilization of all our energy.
Raising of money-subscriptions I regard
as particularly dangerous. Similarly go-

an i.e. giving of cows has no use for us,

We should certainly ask for: one-
sixth of the total land, but. we cannot

refuse 'if what is offered is less than' that.

Of course, if it is extremely little, it should

not be accepted because it degrades the -

donor. . R
'About Sampattidan, we should ob-
serve very great care, because he who

signs the pledge-dis required to continue

the dan year after year for his life.

+

One

may. sign it on the impulse of the moment
but fail to fulfil it subsequently. ‘This
should be avoided, because it will spoil
the atmosphere. 'We should therefore
make sure that the donor signs with full
faith-and after full consultations \yith, the

members of his family.

The donor of the Bhoodan may sug-
gest the name of a deserving recipient,
But generally our method of distribution
before an open ‘assembly of the. local
population is to be preferred. The donor
will do well to realize that it is better
to donate without any limiting conditions.

- Qur work ma ‘

A y be conceived a
attempt on our ¥ the

our partto explain to the
people the right view of things and seeur-
ing thp._ land-gift as a token of theirunder-
standing and accepting it. — VINOBA

(From "Efariinn") *



B Vinobaji had a rousing
reception in Gaya as he enter-
ed it for the third time -in Ilis
Bhoodan Yatra. The follow-
ing is the digest of his speech
in Bodh Gaya on 2nd August, -
'53 as reported in the ‘‘Indian
Nation,” Patna. In concluding
Vinobaji said that there were
signs of resurgence of religion
and awakening of religious
consciousness in man. Many
landholders - had donated land
with devotion and many more
were walking wholeheartedly
for success of the Bhoodan
movement, beside donating a
fairly large amount’ of land.
There \7ve;e visual signs of
.change of heart. i

| Sli%hkara and Buddha

Hc’harya Bhave, who entered Gaya

town for the third time this morning was .

given a rousing reception at Ghugritand.

He was also accorded a warm recep-
~ tion at Rajendra Ashram, Praja-Socialist
Party office and at many other places on
the way,

Addressing a prayer meeting at
Bodh Gaya last evening Acharya Bhave
said that he wanted to propagate pure
and unadulterated id

d ideas and Dharma.
Bhoodan was only a means for that end,
as it related to the

: ~ problems of present
day sqciety and reflected those things
which were most prominent in every
religion. It was based on the concept of
equality. Hinduism wag gz synthesis of
Vedanta or Brahmavidya of the Upani-
shad and Karuna (compassion) of I.ord
Buddha. |

With tears rolling down his cheeks
Vinobaji said that Lord Shankara¢harya
consolidatéd"and strengthened Hinduism.

2

VINOBA TALKING WITH A CHILD

He was visibly moved and could not
speak for five minutes when he referred
to Lord Buvddha and Shankaracharya.
Resuming he said that ‘Shankaracharya
visited the four corners of India, starting at
the tender age of eleven and for 21 years
propagated and advanced the cause which
Buddha preached. Gaya: was the holy
place where Lord Buddha got enlighten-
ment. Shankar became a Sannyasi
Brahmachari and wrote immortal books
which were even today enlightening entire
humanity. o

He stressed that everyone must
believe in unity, equality and truth.
Nothing was more sacred than sacrifice.

Vinobaji said that Vivekananda and
all other great men of India only treaded
the path shown by Shankaracharya.
Shankar had love for the downtrodden.

Bhaveji said that Shankar gave a
fatal blow to Karma-Kand and said that
Ppurification _of heart and realisation of
Atma could be achieved in this vety
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life. Shankar must be given credit for the
generosity and broadness of Hinduism.
He brought in a synthesis of Gita, Upani-
shads and the Vedas. Shankar was called
“Practhina Buddlia’as he advanced the
cause of Buddha, and there were no radi-
cal differences between the two except
some on the question of Atmavidya.

Vinobaji welcomed the settlement
according to which the management of
Bodh Gaya temple had been entrusted to
a committee of Hindus and Buddhists.
The basic principle of Buddhism, that is
“Ahimsa” was practised in India where it
gained momentum and strength which it
did not receive elsewhere.

Concluding Vinobaji said that there
were signs’ of resurgence of religion and
awakening of religious consciousness in
Many landholders had donated
land with devotion and many more werk-
ing whole-heartedly for success of the

Bhoodan movement, heside donating a

fairly large amount of land.. There were
visual signs of change of heart. &

~ The Sarvodaga Mantra

.? From a speech at Halsaganj, Gaya, on 9th August, '53

- _Bhoodan, is the fundamental aspect
of Sarvodaya or good of all. In this
movement different parties have come
together on a common platform to work
for a common cause.

though they hold different views on other.
matters. . I hope that these little differ-
ences will cease in the near future. 1 see
the dream of a united society. .
; AUGUST 9TH

It was on this very day when the
whole nation was inspired by a powerful
Mantra. This Mantra had its origin in
1906 when Maharshi Dadabhai Naoroji
gave the Mantra of Swaraj. The country
cairied on courageously the fight against
the then Government with this Mantra.

In 1942 on August ninth this Mantra

fonk the ~Vf0rm"df§~‘Quit India.)! The new

.All of them are in.
accordance with the ideal of Bhoodan

5 _ SARVODAYA

form of the Mantra again inspired the -
people and the movement spread all over
the country. The result was that all the
leaders were put in prison by the British
Government but the people outside conti-
nued the struggle with none to guide or
lead them. The Government tried their
best to suppress the movement. Out-
wardly it seemed that the Government
were successfu] in their attempts. But the
Mantras are never to perish because of
the philosophy behind them. They reach
every heart and enlighten it just as the
rays of the sun destroy darkness. ,
"~ The people remained conscious of
the Mantras. - The result was that at last
the DBritishers "had to leave India. The
Mantra was realised when the country
achieved independence. The fulfilment
of one Mantra gives birth to another. In
the same way Gandhiji after independence
gave another Mantra before the nation, .
the Mantra of Sarvodaya.
THE DEMON OF DIFFERENCES: -

In this-age of science the scientists
have their own line of thinking. They
have given the world a new philosophy-
and that is “the greatest good of the
greatest number.” <Science itself is in-
complete but the knowledge of self
(A.tmagyrma-) is complete. Incomplete
science has given an incomplete philo-
sophy. This incomplete philosophy has
created the Bedasur (the demon of differ
erices) .and Sankhkyasur (the demoh of
nurpbers) and the world asa result is
facing the problems of differences of class,
caste, creed, majority and minority.

“The good of all” i. e. Sarvodaya, is
not an incomplete philosophy. Will you
think of the good of nine members only
of a family of ten? But when the ques-
tion of society is-taken into consideration
science thinks of the “greatest good of the
greatest number”, Sarvodaya has its roots
in the knowledge of the soul and that is
why equality is the essence of that philo-
'§0Phy. The .same Atma (soul) resides
in every heart. So, is it not unwise to differ-
entiate one person from another? *
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Uﬁrj Independence

We achieved independence ~six

years ago. But this does not mean that
we are just a six-year old child. We have
experience of administration since long.
History shows that India had so many
empires in the ancient period. The Rajas
had the unique scheme of “Panchayat
Raj.” The Rajas used to retire and to
~ go to the jungles for “tapasya” when they
took to “Vanaprastha” after shouldering
the responsibility -of their respective king-
doms. We also had “Gramraj.” The
village was given top priority in the old
scheme of things. The village was the
soul of the then administration.
ideas were given the go by when the
Britishers came to India.
" Once we used to take the oath for
fighting for Swaraj every year. Now that
we are free we should revise the oath.
The vow of Sarvedaya should now be
taken on the Independence Day.

Iappeal for equality of rights for
men and women alike and also want
that the interests of the -Harijans should
be safeguarded.. The = Adibasis should
have equal oppoitunities for their uplift.
Similarly, the refugees should not be
neglected. They had suffered a lot and
they should be ‘treated like brothers in
distress and welcomed evérywhere.

I appeal to the people to look after
the welfare of workers in the factories
and labourers in the villages and to see
that they received just remuneration.

* The people should develop respect
for all religions. Different religions are
the different ways to worship God. Every
religion must be respected and every belief
must be honoured. :

. All languages are like sisters and
should be treated as such. .

The need has come for doing away
Wwith the feeling' of majority and minority.

Ve are not to guard the interest of the
Deople belonging to the majority only.
We stand-fr#fg 'good of all, or in other

‘appear.

These:

_words, wé stand for Saryodaya. Petty

party differences must gé. " Goodwill and

feeling of co-operation should prevail

among different parties.

The people should rise above the
differences of caste, religions, class and
sex. If all people join the Bhoodan move-
ment, these differences will surely dis-
Bhoodan will do away with all
differences. o

(@Gist of a speech at Salempur villags in Bihar

. on 15th August, *53)

*

Science & Violence

The delegation consisting of 18
students drawn from Canada, U.S. A,,
Malaya and Yugoslavia -‘came specially
to see for themselves the response received:
in this country by the Bhoodan move-
ment launched by Vinobaji.- - - »

The following is the gist of his reply
to their questions:- -

In this scientific age .pebiil\e would
have to take a broader view of life.

Science and violence ill went to-
gether. If there was a clash between

science and non-violence, science would

straightway surrender to non-violence,
otherwise it would destroy itself. '

I am anxious to eliminate fragmenta-
tion of the heart which is the principal
object of his moment. Economic pro-
blems are not serious. "If people’s minds
worked together their hands would not
fail them.

Regarding large scale industries, in
a country like India, where there was
enormous manpower, the economy would
differ from that of a country with a
comparatively small manpower, like
America, which necessarily should have
large scale industries.  In'India, however,
cottage industries were inevitable. I am
in favour of socialism of large scale
industries.
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-1 - The Real’ Change of Heart

: e SURESH RAMABHAI

r ;Wbﬁlﬂ anybody .bel_ieve»‘trhe» three
scenes below —a poor inan donating his:
land for the poorer Jandless, a rich land-
lord making.a door-to-door request to his

fellow-landlofds (big or small) t¢ part
with a portion:of their lands for the down.
trodden, all (but -ome) -residents of a
village donating their entire land and so
redistributing it as to wipe out landless.
ness in their village? These incidents are
not imaginary stories picked up from a
hoary by-gone age, but real facts as came
to pass in our own country during the
past two months. - And they are not iso.
lated or exceptional happenings. manoeu-
vred - somehow.by the cunning of a crafty
individual but innocent occurrences which
are getting common day by day. True,

behind them is the inspiration of the life.

and suffering of the new wizard, Vinoba,
but of all' men in this world ‘today he is
perhaps the least powerful and the most
disarmed, enjoying no legal, official or
constitutional position or status, not com-
manding any authority derived from an
Act or Code. , -

At a temple in the village of Nag-
pheni in the Ranchi district of Bihar. The
evening bells-had tolled and the prayer
was over. Vinoba was strolling in front
of the temple. Suddenly came a poor
peasant who with folded hands entreated,
“Baba Out of three acres of my land I
have donated 0° 40 acre. Now I am not
going to cultivate that land. 1Itis a sin
to take even a single grain from that
portion as it has been donated. ” Vinoba
pleaded to him the necessity of cultivat-
ing that portion as well until it was distri.
buted. The argument could not convince
the humble donor: “You may give that
land to anybedy you ¢hoose but 1 cannot
touch even a grain thereof.” Vinoba then

. issued an_ grder of love: © So long as.

that land is not distributed 1 give it {0
you” . S :
L * -

. The Raja of Ramgarh (Hazaribagh
district in Bihar) donated more than a
lakh of acres of his land and the total
donations from his family exceed two
lakbhs. The Raja assured Vinobaji that
the former would take up the latter’s work
and secure lands for the landléss millions,
The Raja dutifully catries out his pro-
mise and goes out from door to door beg-
ging for land. Besides him, several lead-
ing landlords, the Raja of Maksoodpur,
Maharaj Kumar of  Amawan Tikari,
Maharaja of Dumrao, Babuaji of Rambi-
gha,and a number of other zamindars
launch a house-to-house campaign for
land-gifts.

‘ *

The summer Dashera festival day in
the third week of June. Of the 65 land-.
owning families of the village of Mangroth
(in the Hamirpur district of Uttar Pradesh),
64.donated their total lands ‘to Vinoba.
The land of the village, consisting of 106
houses witha population of 592, is redistri-
buted so that none may remain landless
hereafter. While the new distribution is
going on, a weaver gets up: “Friends, I
am obliged to you for the offer of land to
me but I thankfully refuse it for I can
easily majntain myself and family by
weaving work and having no time to work
on land I cannot malke any use of it,

BHOODAN YAGNA
(Land-Giftg Mission)
The latest Navajivan publication
. Pages 134 Price Rs. 1—8—0
(Postage extra)

Available at;

S8ARVODAYA PRACHURALAYAM,
TIRUPUR (S, INDIA)
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** I have come to_loot jou with love*’

The revolutionary Bhoodan Yagna, as it pro-
gresses in India, bas begun to attract wider atten-
tion in the Press and Radio stations of the world. -
Last year the ‘‘New York Times Magazine”

~ published an article on Vinoba as “The God who
gives away Land'' which was later condensed
in the ‘‘Reader’s Digest” of June, 1952. The
American “TIME” weekly magazine of May 11,
1953 has a long article on Vinoba and Bhoodan
Yagna featuring Vinobaji's picture on its cover
page. We are’indebted to the “TIME’ for re-
producing the article leaving the first two paras.

o Trudging across this bleak land (in Gujarati, Bengali, .Telugu, Kanarese,

Bihar) last week, surrounded by adoring
crowds wherever he went, was a gentle,

half-deaf little wisp of a. man, dressed in .

the garb of poverty—a homespun dhott
and .cheap brown canvas sneakers’ but
lighted by a flame of - authority that has
made him one of India’s most notable
spiritual leaders. His name is Vinoba
Bhave (pronounced bak vay). He has no
place in the government or any other
secular organization; he is what Hindus
call an Acharya (preceptor). .Only a land
with holy cities, sacred rivers and thin
margins between want and plenty could
have produced frail (5' 4”, 86 1bs.), ascetic
Vinoba Bhave. - In two years he has
become such a power in India that only
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru is better
known to the Indian masses.
. NEW URGENCY

Vinoba, as he is known to millions,
‘was a trusted and faithful disciple of the
late Mahatma Gandhi. He even looks
somewhat like Gandhi, except for a grey
beard and frowsy dark hair. - He has the
same emaciated body, wears the same sort
of bifocal glasses, spéaks in the same calm,
soft voice, with kindly bumor. One of the
inost learned men in India, he has studied
Sanskrit,Pessianj:Urdu, Hindi, Marathi,

3

.Malayalam and English, and this array

of languages serves him well on his
travels through polyglot India. It is not
for his learning, however, that India’s
millions have given their hearts to Vinoba
Bhave. They have done that because he,
like their beloved Bapu (as they call
Gandhi), has brought them a new hope. -

It isno new doctrine that Vinoba
preaches. - It only seems so, because the
times have given it new urgency. Walk-
ing from one to another of India’s 700,000
villages, he asks those who have land to
share it with those who have none. With-
out using the words of the gentle Evange-
list who preceded him by two thousand
years, he tells his audiences that it is
more blessed to give than to receive, To
those who have land he says: “I have come
to loot you with love. If you have four
sons, consider me as the fifth, and accord-
ingly give me my share.”” To impoverish-
ed tenants and landless laborers he says:
“We are all members of a single human
family.” .

The results of this simple approach
to man’s better nature have been astonish-

ing. Bhave calls hiscampaign Bhoomidan-
Yagna, which means a sacrificial offering
: of land.

Since he began his land
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distribution éampafgn’ two ~years ago,

Vinoba has'walked 6,500 miles on tireless

feet, and has. distributed more than a:

million acres of land to the poor. The lar-
gest single gift was 100,000 acres from a
maharajah. The smallest was a_gantha

(one.fortieth of an.acre), donated by .a .
Telingana peasant who -owned only one.

acre himself. . .. . . . :
, EVERY MAN'S HEART.
Not all of the gifts.are prompted by

charitable impulse. Some wealthy land-
owners support Vinoba Bhave and make

donatiohs because they . hope. his gentle
usurpation will appeal to the mystic strain
-in a'.ﬁ good Hindus more than the violence
of Communism. Bhave has proved that,
under certain circumstances, Indians do
prefer his way, that. Bhoomidan-yagna Is
more effective in ending unrest than jail.
g thousands of Reds. - )
At one place he said: “Whatever
village I g6 to, people tell me about the
atrocities of the Communists. 1 pray to
God to let the feeling of love for Commu.
nists also reside in my heart. Althoughthe
ommunists commit acts of
still, how can we hate them?

t : \ I wish
everyone to realize God; 1 always pray
to Him that He should kindle good faith

in the heart of every man.”
village, held in a vise of terr
directly to the Communists: “Do you
really believe in your ideology? 1If so....
‘why not come in the daytime instead- of
by night? ‘If you want to loot the people,
loot as I do, with sincerity and affection »
Every party in India approves of
Bhave'’s movement; including’ Nehru'g
Congress Party an
party,that " is, except the 'Communists,
Even the Communists do not- denounce
the man or his - goal, only his method
(which they profess to scorn as inadequate
and unworkable, despite the fact that it
works). .Fof-30' years the Congress Party
has talked land. reform, studied ‘schemes,

In another
or, he spoke

but has accomplished little.. After inde. T

‘pendence;-Nehra tarned

, Ce . over land legisla-
tion to thevstite

“Bovernments, -where it

) viole'nc,e,"

d Socialists—-every.

SARVODAYA

‘has been obstructed by landowner “inte:
rests. Of India’s 357 million people, in
a land where plague, pests, drought,
floods, debt and ignorance conspire to
perpetuate abject poverty, Bhave is one
man who is doing something tangible
about redistributing the land. To the
Western eye, there are visible shortcom.
ings in Vinoba’s Bhoomidan-yagna. It
has not increased the number of acrés or
the quantity of crops, and therefore-—his
critics say — provides no conclusive
answer to India’s immense agricultural
problem. Although more than 70% of
India’s people work the land for a living,
the nation must import food or starve.
Yet Bhoomidan-yagna has given pride of
ownership to hundreds of thousands, and
hope to millions more. S

~ _EIGHT SWISHES .
Vinoba Bhave is a sick man:- he has
a duodenal ulcer and malaria. For food,

- he takes only two cups of milk daily, the

second laced with honey. Yet somehow
he finds the energy to walk a steady ten
to twenty miles a day. When he is o0
the road, he and his disciples get 1'111311 1n
some sleeping village at- 3 a. m. beﬁa
is a' patter of handclaps, 2 tinkling bell,
the flash of a kerosene lantern, the shuffling
of sandals in the dust,and the little group
departs for the next village, singing
hymns. When he is not on the road,
Vinoba gets up an hour later and medi-
tates for an-hour. At 5, he has his first
cup ‘of milk, swishing “each mouthful
exactly eight times before swallowing.
Bhave's entourage numbers a dozen
or more enthusiastic young Hindus, male
and female, average age about 24, who
stay three months to a year with him, so
that the membership is constantly chang-
ing. Some disciples usually precede him
to the next village, to announce . his
arrival from a sound truck and to see
that everything is in order (including
latrine-digging, ifa big crowd is expected).
The only permanent member of the group
is Damodar Das, 38, who joined Gandhi
at 18 and became Bhave's secretary after
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the Mahatma died.. Damodar Das mails:

copies of Vinoba's speeches to the news:
papers and keeps.track of the la.nd deeds,
although each one is.shrewdly. inspected
and initialed by Bhave personally. .
... Bhave's ashram (retreat) isat Puanar
-in' Madhya Pradesh; about six miles from
Gandhi's. former ashram: - at Wardha.
The main bungalow at. Puanar, donated
by Gandhi's old :benefactor, the late
Millionaire Jamnalal Bajaj, seemed so
luxurious to the ascetic Bhave .that he
.was tempted to refuse it.. Finally he
accepted, but stripped -the bungalow to
its bare walls. - Like Gandhi before. him,
Bhave is an ‘expert. spinner and weaver.
Unless it is raining, he 'sleeps outdoors
every night, whether on the road or at

Puanar.
LIFELONG CELIBACY

. Vinoba Bhave was born 57 years ago
to a Brahman (highcaste) family _in
- Gangoda, a.village in western India. His
given name was Vinayak, but Gandhi
changed it to Vinoba in later years, and
the disciple accepted it as his name. At
ten the boy began his career of holy.man:
he made a resolution of lifelong ‘cehbacy,
gave up sweets and .started going bare-
foot. Gandhi, who in young manhood
was a lawyer.and a comfortably married
man, admired Vinoba's untarnished virgi-
nity. The Mahatma frequently said that
his only regret in life was that he had
known the delights of sex, -

At 20, Bhave -was shipped off to

study at Bombay, but went instead to '

Bengal. Apparently (he is reticent
about his early life) he joined the nationa-
list movement in Bengal, eating at public
kitchens. He studied Sanskrit at Benares,
and became deeply immersed in. Hindu
theology. He first saw Gandhi in 1916.
Being too shy to approach the ‘Mahatma,
Bhave wrote a letter instead, and Gandhi
invited hini to join the ashram at Subar-
mati.. When Gandhi learned -that his
new follower had not written to .his
" family for geyeral years, hesat down him-
self and wrote to Bhave's father:: “Your
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Vineba is with me. - His spiritual attain.:
ments are such as I myself attained only:
after.a long struggle.” :
RETURN BEFORE NIGHTFALL. ..
-Bhave was restless at Sabarmati,
however, and went away to ‘study ‘more
Sanskrit, telling Gandhi that -if he did
not find peace of soul he would be back
in a year. Over the ensuing months, the
others in the ashram forgot “his promise,
but one morning at prayers, the Mahatma
said that-this was the day Vinoba had
promised to ‘return. Vinoba was . back
before nightfall. .. - S
1In 1932 Bhave suffered his first arrest
for taking part in Gandhi’s civil-disobedi-
ence imovement. Thereafter he spent
several more terms in British jail, serving
a total of about two years. After India
Won her nationhood, through the bloody
communal riots between Hindus and
Moslems “and thirough' Gandhi's - death,
Bhave remained in obscurity,’ except for
occasional newspaper articles carrying
his strictures against money. To Bhave,
money “tells lies and is like a loafing
tramp.” For a medium of exchange he
favored sctip, showing the number of
hours a person had worked to earn it,

. Two years ago he went to the state
of Hyderabad to attend a meeting of
Gandhi’s old disciples. The Commu-
nists were tefrorizing Hyderabad, especial.
ly the Telingana district, and Bhave was
appalled by what he found there, ‘

CULTURE & BLOOD BATHS .

In the 10,000 square miles of Telin-
gana, 8,000,000 peasants had long suffered
the worst land tyranny in India, They
were virtual serfs, without hope of getting
land of their own. Communist guerrillas
moved in to correct this -~ in their own
way. They killed or put to flight scores
of landowners, distributed the land ,
seized whole villages and set up their
own schools. In battles between guerrillas
and state constables backed by govern.
ment troops,. 3,000 people were killed
and 35,0600 Reds jailed. Both landowners
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-and farmers were caught in the murder-

ous crossfire.

Bhave wandered into areas from-

which the police had warned him to stay
away, but he was unharmed_. At first he
preached ahimsa (Gandhi’s olq non-
violence), but he soon saw“that this .was
not enough. ‘I confess,” he said, “that
the incendiary and murderous activities
did not unnerve me, because I know that
the birth of a new culture has always
been accompanied in the past by blood
baths. What is needed is not to get
panicky, but to keep our heads cool and
find a peaceful means of resolving the
conflict. The police are not expected to
think out and institute reforms. To clear
a jungle of tigers, their employment would
be useful. But here we have to deal with
human beings, however mistaken. and
misguided. When a new idea is born,
new repression cannot combat it.”

. .Then Vinoba Bhave thought of ask-
ing landawners to give land to the land-
less, saying (or at least politely implying)

that if théy did not, the Communists or

the government might take it away., Thus
Bhoomidan-yagna was born, in bloody
Telingana. Even the Nizam of Hydera-
- bad, reputed one of the richest and most
miserly men in the. world, gave some
tand, though neither the Nizam nor Bhave
would say how much (the merit acquired
by giving is lost by boasting of it) Some
35,000 acres were collected and reassign-
ed to the most destitute. Gradually the
revolt and the terror died down.
. PALMS AND MANGO LEAVES
Prime Minister Nehru's government

was delighted. Nehru too is Gandhi’s -

eir — but a modern, half Westernized
one. Gandhi had a political core which
Bhave ignores and Nehru has inherited,
Nehru, moreover, believed in industriali-
zation and irrigation and vast schemes;
Bhave believes in self-denial and spinn-
ing wheels.  After Bhave's triumph in
Telingana, Nehru wanted him to come to
New Delhi and discuss Bhoomidan-yagna
with-the Nationah Planning’ Commission,

-as he could, th

Said
‘Patna:

SARVODAYA

and offered to send a plane down to fly
Vinoba back. Vinoba said: “I will come,.
but in my own time, and as always.”
He walked, with - members of his ashram.
New Delhi was 795 miles away. a
That slow plodding to the capital,
which took two months, was a triumphant -
journey. At nearly every town and village
Bhave found arbors of palms and mango
leaves erected for him to - walk through.
Underfed, ragged villagers crowded
around to touch the holy man’s feet, and
to bathe them .when he wounld stop for
a rest. Municipal dignitaries garlanded
him with flowers, which the. little ascetic
passed back to the crowd. At each de-
parture, the elders walked with him a
mile toward the next village. ‘And at
every stop, he held a prayer meeting and
carried on with” Bhoomidan-yagna.

» At New Delhi, he stayed in a bamboo
hut near the concrete ghat in which
Gandhi’'s body was cremated. Nehra
called twice, in the midst of a busy elec-
tion campaign. Dr. Rajendra Prasad,
the President of India, came and told
Bhave to take as much as he wanted of
Prasad’s land holding in Bihar. Members
of the Planning Commission came and
stayed for hours. Even a delegation of
Communists, headed by Party Boss Ajoy
Ghosh, paid a courteous visit. After
eleven days, Bhave left New Delhi and
has not been back to the capital since.
He dislikes cities.

NO ANIMAL MATTER
T hree months ago, while walking
through Bihar, Vinoba Bhave was seized
with acute malaria. Hisg temperature rose
above 103, but he kept on walking as long

en continued by bullock
cart. In Chandil, a small v?llage,f he
collapsed and was put to bed, but he
refused all medication, “God,” he said,
“either wants to free me or desires to
purify this body for employing it again
in His work.” He also refused to be taken

to a hos in ‘capital
o e]zlta;l‘le:Patna, the state capital, -

not people also die. in’
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Crowds gathered around the house,
where the holy .man lay ill. 'Half a.dozen.:

state and national government officials

sent doctors to care for him. Dr.- Prasad

and others pleaded withhim to take the
drugs they prescribed.

" Finally, on being assured that™ the -

medicines contained no.animal matter,
Bhave consented. He improved almost
immediately. During’ his convalescence,
Nehru and Prasad flew down for a visit.
And his disciples carried on with Bhoomi-
dan-yagna, collecting 33,000 acres of land.
When Bhave took to-the road again, the
donations came in so fast that .the
ashram’s bookkeeping system was almost
snowed under. Last week, after 110
miles of dusty tramping in Bihar, he had
picked up another 365,000 acres.
THE WAY OF LOVE

. Ndwad&ys Vinoba Bhave reads only-

three books: Euclid’s "Elements, Aesop’s
Fables and the Bhagavad Gita. For him

as for Gandhi, the Bhagavad Gita is the -
supreme book of human guidance.” This-

great Sanskrit poem, imbedded in a larger

work called the Mahabharata, is later -

than the Vedas and the Upanishads, and
fills a role in the Hindu holy books some-
thing like that of the New Testament in
the Bible. During one of his jail terms,
Vinoba lectured every Sunday on the
Gita. He. translated it \into ‘Marathi*
verse, and this work sold about a quarter
~of a million copies, ‘ Co :

The Gita prescribes three paths for

the soul’s union with God: Karma-yoga

the way of action, J nana-yoga, the way of
knowledge, and bkakti-yoga, the way of
love. " The poem is set in the frame of

bloody battle, a great battle on the plain-

of Kurukshetra.” The. hero, Arjuna, - is
downcast because ' he must fight against
men who, he suspects, are hig brothers,
even though they are foes, and the god
Krishna gives Arjuna advice. . Krishna
persuades Arjuna that it is permissible to
fight, indeed, that he must fight, so long
as the styugglenserves no selfish ends.

‘meal.

€9 .

.Alth0ughimost -Indian scholars believe:

‘that the poem refers fo' a real battle,

Gandhi was so deeply committed to non-
violence that-he convinced himself that
the battle of Kurukshetra was an allegory,
that it portrayed the conflict of good &
evil in the human heart. -
Bhave practices Karma-yoga, the
way to God through action in the world.
“You must perform every action sacra-'.
mentally, and be free from all attachment
to results.” Itisnot to be undertaken
without first mastering the other yogas,
learning control of the body, ‘the breath- -

ing and the mind; learning concentration .

through love and devotion: by prayer;
gaining knowledge by meditation.
Vinoba. Bhave has read and admired

the scriptures. of other religions, and he

knows that the way of love was discovered
long ago in many places outside the
mountainwalled . subcontinent -of India. -
Yet in this racked century, the way of
love seems, as Bhoomidan-yagna shows,
always new. . L

.+ “My object,”- says Vinoba Bhave,
“is to transform the - whole - of society.
Fire merely burns; it -does not worry
whether anyone puts a pot on it, fills it
with water and puts rice in it to make a
Fire burns and does its duty. - It
is for others to do theirs.

“The people are going to solve
their problems, not I. I am simply creat-
Ingan atmosphere. The beginning is
always small, but when the atmosphere
spreads, somebody will - ask—and some.
body will give.” R

SARVODAYA

Bound Volume of'Sarvoda.ya for
the second year is available at Rs. 5/~
each including postage. .

Single copies of some of . the back
numbers of “Sarvodaya” and “The
Khadi World" are available at 4 As.
per copy including postage. o

“SARVODAYA“, Daviji Colony, Tirupug

4. ' * A Sapskritic language spoken in western India
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Bhoodan - The Sanction of Soul-Force

N S. SIVASUBRAMANIAN, M. A.,

e Thou‘gh Soul-force is hot the mono-
poly of India, it is its proud

It/ was given to Gandhiji—who did not

like to be called a Mahatma-—to liberate -

a nation 6f forty and odd crores without
shedding a single drop of blood ‘from the

clutches of a mighty imperialistic State, -

This is the grandest achievement of Soul.
force unparalleled ‘in the history . of the
world. Now it is given to Vinobaji—his
foremost disciple—to solve the vexed
problem of economic disability of many,
with the same effective weapon of Soul-

force. Land as the prime source produc-
ing all the primary needs of man and as
the

main sphere of human labour, has
been taken over as private .property in a
most inequitous manner; and this is caus.

ing unrest universally. Vinobaji has set

- an effective expression of the might of the

privilege to
demonstrate to the world its effectiveness. -

out to solve this problem with the only

weapon of Soul-force. . He ‘has begun
with land, but i extending his activity to
the point of- creating” an equalisation of
economic means.
all except the oppressors easily joined to-
gether but in this effort of relieving the
economic distress of the many, persuasion
of an effective kind is needed to convince
one that he should not pursue ways which
affect the happy living ‘of others. Vinoba-
)i has realised that the problem is indi-
vidual and the divine spark in every
individual will lift him up
whefi self-realisation sets in, The divine
spark helpsone to see: how happy one
can be, without being anti-social, without
exploiting others’ labour,
lating others’ means of labour and without
distrust of others, He solely relies on
soul-force for achieving his mission and
though he is not

he is not depending on it Legislation is

~QRposed to legislation

In the  liberation fight .

to the occasion, -

without accumu. :

community, is in effect the forcing down
of the individual to the collective will—

generally the majority will. So far legis-

lation has served to concede and sustain

rights and privileges of a few or many.

Vinobaji’s purpose is not to concede and "
sustain rights and privileges, of indi.
viduals or classes, but to establish natural

justice which can be appreciated by one
and all. The laws of ald have helped a

few and new laws might help some more,

but as of old they cannot seriously affect

him now, till the spirit of man is touched.

Rights are by themselves nothing.. Buyt

man till he fully understands himself, his

purposes and ends cannot be expected to

honour rights of others as he should.

Vinobaji's problem is the man, and in.
making him realise Justice, he hopes all

these problems to get solved. Persuasion

and conviction of the individual are slow

and tiresome processes, while legislation
like the road-roller can achieve apparent
immediate success. A human problem .
solved by legislation might creep up as a

néw one with'a d#fferent phaseat a different
place and time, requiring further remedies
and a chain of legislation, Vinobaji’s tar-

get is the individual and the process slow,

but when the individual transformation ig
achieved, all the problems are solved

once and for ever universally.

Has legislation ever succeeded in
achieving its purpose?” It has a thousand
loop-holes, and the human genjus trying
toescape from its clutcheg weaves strange
interpretations to totally nullify it. A
thousand ways of evasion are planned-
anid worked. out to make it least effective.
How ' legislation about Tates of interest,
rent, extent of holdings, ‘acquisition of
holdings hag been made ineffective is a
matter of common knowledge, Legislation
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might make “life more - complicated

and irksome, but . the :purpose for which.

it is enacted would be surely missed. It
is the human mind which has brought on
the misery and the need for legislation
to relieve.it, but ' the unchanged human

mind will find out ways of circumventing .

any legislation passed. It is the craving
for ease, for distinction, to lord over
others, to own more than others, in short
greed, that is the cause of over-concentra-
tion-of wealth and power. This over-
concentration leads the majority to
misery. No legislation has.affected man’s
greed so far, and no future legislation is
going to be effective that way. Above
all in legislation there is the violent
collective will, and it can more effectively
crush and bring round all to its fold.
Those who yield to‘the collective will do

so not by conviction. but by sheer dread. -

Collective will.is fanned to violence and
it burns but never dies out, as it
smoulders to flatre’ up again. Violence
though collective is born of hatred and
greed, and though of the many against a

few cannot bring any lasting good -to’

humanity. The chain of hatred is long
passivity and violence forming its links.
Revolution and legislation are both based

on force though of varying intensity, and -

as such both do not help us to achieve the
social organisation where no one will be
deprived of the means for a full'and pur-
poseful life. The history of revolution
and legislation amply testify to the aweful
ineffectiveness of both. ‘
' Vinobaji's method isa simple but a
direct one of transforming the individual.
Man is made to realise how his greed
and actions born of itruin many, while
they add nothing to  his real happiness.
His faith'in man is so abundant’ and he
hopes that the individual will rise up if
guided properly with the force of the
soul. The politician on the other hand
- Never worries about the spirit of man and
l;ns to force him down to his own way.
At'the best the man might be politically
and socially’ thARE&d, but his spirit will

71

not be touched. - Politicians—?themseives :

the simple creatures of . their -‘environ-

ments—never think of a more eﬁ'ectiv.e :
way of dealing with the problems; their.

4

solutions are temporary, often. vary. and
in the end become ineffective. . Vinobaji's .

method is based on this that man has a

divine spark in him and that ‘it can be.
fanned into a big conflagration ‘to burn -
down all the human miseries. - He takes .

to persuasion and is sure of convincing
anyone about social justice and his part
to achieve it. Even now man is not
totally devoid of spirit, and he can never
give it up for ever.  Greater forces than
greed can more effectively goad man for
a fuller and richer life. Then giving a

share of one’s property, be -it land or in -
any other form, to those who need them-
will become effortless and natural self-.
expression of the mellowed spirit;- -On.
this everlasting true basis Vinobaji has.
planned the reconstruction of . human
society and is fast succeeding. A voluntary
donation of one hundred- acres -of land .
when he was in search of forty, has given-

him the faith and courage to launch this
Bhoodan Yagna. This movement of
voluntary donation of lands is growing
in its magnitude, and he has begun. to ask
for a share in all forms of wealth with
man, to finally bring about the economic
equilibrium once and for all. -
When man realises that he can liv
more happily without causing misery to
others and gives up_ greed, the whole
situation-changes. - A legislation at the

best can effect a little change, but a trans-

formed man can create a heaven. A law
carries with it so much force and open
and hidden opposition but a transformed

man needs no force and will create  no.

opposition. He can go far beyond the
commands of law and find pleasure in
giving to others rather than in grabbing
for himself. A bit of land -voluntarily.
given, a portion of other wealth donated,

a moiety of income contributed to re-.

habilitate a less fortunately . placed
brother might leave him less in material



possessions, but add considerably to his

spiritual wealth and make him a fuller

man. A:donation of an ‘acre of land will :
prepare him to: give more to" the workers

and ‘take less for himself. The donation
born’ of - this . realisation -evaporates the
greed in him sand his outlook changes
"once -for all. - When- the greed is.gone,
the vain effort to. acquire will-leaveé him,
and lead him on to-a nobler life.- With
greed; disappear its associates, theinstitu-

tion of property, privileges, concentration

of power and love of wasteful ease. Many

of the institutions which seem to render

very -essential services will disappear, and

with them so much. of unprodiictive labour :
—which hang heavily on the shoulders of

the primary workers. ~ Surely no political

move and legislation can bring about
this wonderful transformation. - Only

Soul-force can accomplish it, and Vino- -
baji has accepted it as his weapon. The-

denial of this will only forebode the dis-

appearance of human society. *

~ OIL EXTRACTION AT EVERY HOME

" T.R. NARAYANAN NAMBIAR, B. A, B. L.,

Oils of various kinds are the basic
Jecessaries in Indian homes and villages.
For. daily consumption in food, for oil-

baths, for lamps and for Ayurvedic medi-.

cines qils' are’ daily used in very large
quantities: In olden days a very simple
process was in vogue in Kerala whereby
people “ground ‘oil seeds, which were
freely available then; in their homes, con-
verted them into a paste with water, boil.
ed it in water and separated the oil by a
simple method: - Thus people had their

oils’ practically for nothing with some.
physical labour. Formerly when I was in-

Wardha I happened to remind the Secre-
tary of the All India Village Industries
Association of this and urged on him to
do 'some propaganda in favour of this
simple home process because this appears
to'be slowly dying out after the introduc-

tion of machine-made oils as Vanaspati
etc. : '

In Kerala where people have their
own oil-seeds the chief of which is cocoa-
nut, this ‘method of extracting oil to some
extent is still in force. Cocoanut 6il which
is-a daily item of food in every Kerala
home is also freely used for other pur-
poses. When pedple éxtract the oil from
cocoanuts by this process at home there
is absolutely no waste, as the oil, the
milk and oil cakes are all made use of as

food or otherwise. This oil compares well

with ghee" i fla¥8Mir; taste and value.

Slowly the village extractor run by
human or animal power came' into force.
People resorted ta it only where: large
quantities of oil were needed. This oil] is
inferior in quality. Machines run by oil"
and recently by electricity have since
been introduced and they are slowly
wiping out all older.processes and supply
people with oil which is much less pure
and more costly. ' : :

My neighbour’s experience isinterest-
ing. * He was badly in need of cocoanut
oil. He had his own nuts, and he got two
hundred of them dried up in the sun and
cut into small pieces. When it was taken
to the electrically ‘worked small mills,
the latter refused to press them into oil
because there was no supply of electricity
on account of the failure of rainfall. He
therefore went in search of a country -
extractor which was not available any-
where nearby. He could not now go back
to the domestic method of preparing the
oil because the dried pieces of Cocoanut
could not now give oil by the old home
process of extraction. Our friend was in
a fix and ‘hisneed for oil was urgent.
Ultimately he was compelled to sell the
broken pieces to a wealthy mill-owner at.
a lower price and purchase his inferior
mill-oil at a higher price. Thus the poor
man had to pay for his original sin of .
abandoning the time-old home process of
oil extraction and had to go through
many worries and pecuniary.loss.. ¥
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.. The Problem of Unemployment - .

v J C KUMA‘RAPP’.A";

The recent A.-1. C. C. meeting at
Agra is to-be congratulated on.its. reso-
lution: on “ Unemployment”. and- “Swa-
deshi.” We hope these will be taken
seriously a n'd . implemented by the
Goyvernment of which the Gongress Presi-
dent is the executive head. L
" . Most of the speeches, in ‘and out of
the session, were full of such phrases as
“increasing tl e -standard - of living”,
“Poverty should be banished”, “increase
- national wealth”, and “equitable distribu-
tion of weéalth.,” © These and such other
pious phrases we have heard until we are
siek of them. What we want is the bring-
ing of these ideas into fruition. :

: Jawaharlalji deplores the craving
for Government jobs. He suggests the
creation of other avenues of employment.
This is all to the;good and there-is noth-
ing original or revolutionary in the
suggestion, . - ’
- The Planning Minister Shri Gulzarildl
Nanda's analysis of the causes of unem-
ployment is-all too supetficial. -

He deploresthe growth of population;
he says the- Government Develepment
Fupds- have not been freely: spent; he
finds the purchasing power in the hands
of the people. is sparse; he thinks there is
no sufficient spirit of small savings; he
feels the educational system does not fit
the citizen for his occupation and so on
and 8o forth, - . - S n
A SHIFTING THE BLAME

-2 This is merely
the blame on tominor causes, to divert
attention from the main ones in which
the Government is implicated, Similarly,
others have blamed the cessation of War
conditions and the advent of Peace !

Commonplace suggestions are made

' to rectify matters. Jawaharlalii comes

5

an attempt to shift

out with the'brittiadit “idea of making the

L . R

“ common man happy and prospéfou‘s "
and desires a plan for fuller employment.

‘Others want the Manpower to be mobilis-

ed and cottageand small scale industries
to be encouraged. .

~~~ These are all glimpses of self-evident
Truth during lucid moments. - How we

- wish these ideas. persist and -come into

practical life! .. . . . . \
WHY GOVERNMENT JOBS Y. -
1f people :desire. to secure : Govern-
ment jobs it is not because this type of
national service has any special eall on
them but because it is the most remunera-
tive, seeure and least ardubus. .

.~ This is a -critical - comment - which
even the  Ministers have to face, - Are
they serving the country or. have -they
found a 'most profitable employment,
banking, not on:thejr. own services in the
past, but on the work done by the Cong-
ress Party as a whole, -under the inspjra
tion of Gandhiji, in the. fight for freedom?

Naturally, others are also drawn by
such temptations. - .Are. they not: also-
human beings- attracted or deflected as -
the ones at the top ? < -

- Talking about educated  young men-
going to the villages is absolutely -futile
as long as we have only the prospect of
semi-starvation—the present lot of land-
less labour—to offer to them.. The solu-
tion is-to raise the prices. of agricultural
products and éliminate middle-men, so
that the returns that the producer gets
become attractive. . o
- Without attending to such problems
it is futile to preach “equitable distribus
tion of wealth.”  Are the preachers pre-
pared to practise what they hold out to
others 7 o Ly,

. .
. MANPOWER

__The talk of mobilising manpower: is
vain uriless we put into effect ,the forces
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that attragt. manpower.. f’%f you want to
gather ants spr'eadusomevhoney. ~If you
_ want to attract men, opportunity of work-

ing with an adequate remuneration must -

be offered. ‘ _ i
The spread of mechanised centralis-

‘ed.industries, with'a. theory of low prices .

controlling the market can: o‘.n‘]y 'resulym

repelling manpower; or leaving'them un-

employed. . R o

Now-a-days we hear a constant cry

. of ‘encourage’ cottage industries.’”” What

" is the use of cottage :industry products

-when nobody buys them? - -

' As things are at present, the pro-
ducer of such products ‘is guaranteed
bankruptey. Cheap products- of standard-
ised “large séale industries drive out cott-
age industries from ‘the field. - "
© .7 . THEREMEDV .- : . .

. If we really ‘want to promote full
employment and prosperity of the people
we have to- orgahise a nationwide Ppro.
gramme covering ptroduction, distribu.
tion and consumption-of - goods:- This
will involve our industrial plan, our trade

~ policy and price economy. If we are not
Prepared to recast - these, Jwe would be
well advised not to waste our breath.
- he pattern of production has ‘to be
such as to employ the largest number, in-
cluding the educated. It should be shap.
ed on the fact of non-availability of capi-

tal. This will indicate production by

means of peasant farming and cottage

industries.’ e
. , PRODUCTION
- Our food situation has largely

‘deteriorated since our farmers took to
production of raw material for factories,
abandoning subsistence farming. 1In the
industrial sphere, instead of meeting the
existing demand; the demand is being in-
creased by creation of artificial wants,

The whole aim of production has
become monetary gains and not service,
As soon as this outlook developed all
attempts at satisfying social standards
and values vanished, ~With this went
overboard viliage>*4nd cottage industries

SARVODAYA

and the opportunijtiés for. the ordinary
citizen to be - gainfully "occupied “shrank
steadily. B .
- No producer can prosper if his
products do not find a ready sale at a
price which is profitable to him. -* The
Government is the - biggest single pur-

chaser, It should relentlessly follow a

rigid Swadeshi policy and set an-example
to-the others, -+~ - - :

At present the ‘purchasing depart-
ments buy from the cheapest markets
which are mostly foreign large scale
goods. This policy contracts our market
and kills indigenous producers. A spirit
of Swadeshi should be engendered ‘in the
people by precept and example.. = = -

L " C*SWADESHI "’ ; C

The Government Price Policy should
not unduly - emphasise cheapness. The
first consideration must be - to guarantee
a price that will ensure an .income to the
producer that will be adequate to support

him.

In season and out the pebple should
be- educated . to support Swadeshi from

childhood upwards, - They should be
taught to value human considerations
above .all. ~Money ' value should be
regarded as secondary. - ‘ o
. Allthis calls for 5 proper educa-
tional policy. What we require is a pro-
per Basic Education and not a make-
believe. This type of education, is
absolutely lacking and what is worse
even the need for it is not felt,

We trust the praiseworthy resolu-
tions of the A..1. C. C. will be imple-
mented soon with the considerationg
pointed out abgve being gi
per weightage,

GANDHIAN . SARVODAYA- LlTEIiATURE
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THE__ GREATEST . BLOODLESS REVOLUTION

“d. M PRENTICE Austrahan Radlo Commentator

1 . - R
'Achar'ya:' Vinoba Bhave and land
gift movement” formed the principal theme
. of a'special radio broadcast from Sydney
: by Mr. J. M. Prentice, renowned Australian
. radio. commentator on. Sunday last (July 26) .
~ under the Internatlonal Portralt of the
-+ Week” series.
In this broadcast Acharya Bhaveé was

introduced’ as - “the 'outstanding Indian
reformer, who is actuated only by a spirit
of love, a trusted :and beloved disciple of
the late Mahatma Gandhi, "whom he
resembles and in whose footstepshe walks,
a man who is a great spiritual leader in
the world ‘where such are sadly - lacking.”
Comparing “Acharya Vinoba with
‘Gandhiji, Mr. Prentice ‘observed: -“Physi-
cal attributes- aside; there ‘is' one thing
more Wwhich - they possess ‘in commoh -~
that inward flame of 'spiritual ‘authority
which glows from within, that light which
is not 'of this' world, ‘which lifts *Vinoba
Bhave to the high- pos:tlon of being’ one
of India’s most'notable spiritial leaders.
‘How ruch this is so' may be gauged by
the faét that this frail -leaf of a'mari “has
risen in the last two yeats'to a position
of power in India that makes'him ‘second
only to Pandit Nehru himselfin the devo-
tion and recognition of the Indian masses.’

' Mr. Prentice further observed: “The
Indian masses esteem him not for his
learning but because he cherishes them in
his heart and ‘works for them:. It is for
that - they have givenhim adoration, a
love hardly equalled for 20 centuries.
The keynote of all that he has accomplish-
ed in his belief that those who have should

give to those who have not. His land glft R

movement has brought home a new vision
to millions more. It is the" apphcatlon of
all that Mr. Gandhi visaalised; it brings
to life 2 pew sweetness and a'new hope.
It is the application of the law of life and
if it spreads, it amounts to the greatest
bloodless revolution -the world has ever
known. It could well be that in centuries
to come AcharyacBhave would be looked

back to as an Avatara (1ncarnat10n) of
God himself.”

Giving chronologlcal detalls of Vino-
ba’s political career, Mr. Prentice’ ended
the broadcast thus, “Bhave knows and
respécts “the "sacred: scnptures of - other
faiths, 'but his' heart is filled with -the

tedchings of his own’ faith, -deeply-felt
faith, that has prompted hlm to undertake
2 contse of action which could change'the
‘{héle face of the world. . It seems certain

that Mahatma Gandhi and Vineba Bha.ve

_w111 walk hand in hand down  cenfuriés.”
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2 Mlaras Stateiad dectared ite ot
~Jective of Basic. .Education within ten

RN

. schools.
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"ELEMENTARY EDUCATION IN, MADRAS

" —" R.'R. KEITHAHN, Gandhi Gram —

[ Ve et

- v.prouokad a conlroversy are bricfly discussed here.

its ob-

_years. . ‘That is, that: all- village Ele-

~-mentary Schools should . be life-centered,

~that much if not -all of the educational
~processes should come through vital living
.such as the carrying on of an .important
.craft-or theagricultural process. ° There
‘are-only-500 suck. schools in: the Presi.
«dency at the present time and some 50
~Training Schools. - On the- other -hand
there! are’ still “nearly 40,000 old type
. Therefore, th €. question;has

- risen, what is the first step to-be made to

. bripg all Schools into line with-the Basic
i Education idea, - L
i -~ The new elementary . eddcation pro-

- gramme for Madras provides' that there
; should be three hours..of formal school
: :ed_ucation rather than five hours. THus

1t 1s envisaged that the student will’ be

' Working with his parents or some village

* eraftsman or farmer. during the-other half

. parents find it

of :the day.- “Normally - poor village

difficult to ‘s e n d -their
children to school éveri” for half a’day,

. This will make it possible for such parents
' to have their child help them at least half

. of the day.

It is also planned that these
schools become more efficient so that the

- teacher can make his normal contribution
- within the three hours allotted. Thus the
- second aspect of this new educational act
 is the shift system. Today less than half
. of the village children go to'school,

" teachers for all.

here are not enough buildings or
However, under the new

arrangements, theoretically at least, all
~children may be provided for. Of course,

" there are many schoolless villages. - We

must continue to remedy that defect. But
in. an area like that ‘which surrounds
Gandhi Gram where ‘'schools are to be

. found in every vvmage it is ‘now - possible

Shri C. Rajagopalachari, Chisf Minister, whic?; hh.‘w

immediately to bring all of the children
into the existing schools. Finally this
new arrangement provides: for a  more
closely interlinked village.-and school.
Education will now be related to the
village life. " During the half day outside
the school growingly it is planned that
‘the parents and craftsmen and. farmers
take a part in the education:.of the

_children. - For some of us this is ‘a most

significant forward step. The. ‘weakness
of the present village education system is
that it comes almost ‘entirely from out-

side. - There is practically no relationship = -

to the village. . But. village:.committees
will now be formed and growingly such
committees will take an active. part in
the running of the:school. S
... There seems to be a-good deal of
opposition to.the present plans.. Some
people fear that educational standards
will be .lowered. . These standards are
already so low that it is ‘difficult:to con-
ceive how.they can . be. lowered further.
But certainly  there must. be' an honest
striving to raise the standard of village
education. . s .
Some people fear that caste will be
perpetuated in such a system. They fear
that each child will' be assigned to the
craft of his own family. . But this is' not
necessarily so. " In fact, it js envisaged
that there be a_ good deal of cheice -in
the selection of the craft and that many
children. will learn something _other than
their traditional craft. Others fear that
when we correlate education with the
village life we do not live but stay at the
old levels of civilization and do not tike
sufficient note of o d er n scientific
'developmepts. Surely live and alert
yquthfql minds will pever be satisfied
with things a5 they are. ‘In fact this may
well be a significant ferment within the
village life to ensure great changes.. -

| a——
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Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man

— SHANKARRAO DEO —

o

SHri‘Shatfka.rra'o Deo, Secretary of the Sarva Seva Sangh, has covered hundreds -

" of miles by - walk in some. part or other of almost every..province in India.

His recént - -

Bhoodan Yatra in Madhya.. Bharat commenced from- 27th July and.will end with 31st

August.

There has been a great response everywhere he walked through. The Director

of Information of Madhya Bharat Government has kindly issued almost daily press
communiques reporting about the details of the Yatra with summary of Shri Deo’s
-speeches in English. The following is a collection of excerpts from Shri Deo’s speeches

- from the various reports up to 13th August arranged under different aspects of the great

Bhoodan Yagna.
Our Objective

: The chief object of ‘Bhoodan Yatra
is to propagate sympathy and goodwill
among all sections of the society. Equal
distribution of ‘property is the demand of
the time. ’ -t

~ Our Bhoodan Yatra is different from
those pilgrimages, which are undertaken
with a view to secure good place in the
next world. The aim of this ‘Yatra’' is
to turn this very world into heaven. '
- Theaim of my tour is to eliminate
poverty from the country by our joint-
efforts. It is a great anomaly ‘that
one eats daintily while his neighbour is
starving. Our centuries-long woes and
miseries should come to an end now.

. The Sarvodaya Ideal

It was our pledge to eradicate
poverty from the country and to provide
everyone with food, clothes and means of
livelihood. Everybody should understand
that he could not enjoy his meals while
his neighbour was starving and all should
it_)llo,w the precept of ‘Live and let others

e -

* Our Bhoodan Yagna is a symbolic
adventure and Bhoodan denotes change
of heart of the donor. - The -people are
embracing the Sarvodaya ideology and
as such we are nearing our destination of
a state based on socio-economic equality.
All will havé equal opportunities of

. developmentiinthe State.

6

The Means of Productlbn :

The concentration of ownership over
land and means of production in the
hands of a few is the root cause - of
poverty and we, by striking at the very
root of it, would bring land- and: other
means of production under thé common
ownership of all. ' Thus all would equally
enjoy the fruits of their labour. '

Fruits of hard labour are always
sweet. Peace and happiness could be
achieved by truth and non-violence. Our
aim is to inspire love and sympathy in
every soul. ' '

_ The Right of the Tiller )

People must adjust themselves
according to the times and give away
their share of land to the tillers. of the
soil. How can it be justified that those
who actually work on the fields may
starve and others may enjoy simply
because the land belongs to-them? Those
who.do not work have noright to the land.

Bhoodan Yagna is a step, which, if
successful, will bring about a new life in
the people. After independence we
attained political equality but we have
yet to achieve social and economic equa-
lity. There should be no intermediaries
between the Government and the tillers
of the soil and this can be achieved only
through peaceful means, and not by legis-
lation alone. o
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Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of Man'
‘Why should there be any difference”

between us, when we all are the sheep

under the same shepherd? - We are to

carry the message of the fatherhood of
God "and the brotherhood of man all
over the world since Dharma and Demo.
cracy are lifeless without them. We are
resuming the tour ‘which Ashok the Great
had undertaken 25 hundred years ago

_Wwith the object to bring down heavenly
bliss on earth,

The Exploitation of the Students

We should give up our greed for
worldly possessions and co-operate whole-
heartedly to make this mission a success,
Thep only our poor brethren, who are
passing their days in misery, will be
happy.  We all being the sons and
daughters of the Almighty, are brothers
and sisters and cannot allow anyone to
be unhappy. Our civilisation teaches ug
to be thrifty and leave the rest for others,
We. should observe simplicity in all walkg
of life. Have they who study in schools
and colleges ever thought that whatever
they eat is the result of the hard labour of
someone else? 'We have to stop this type
of exploitation. How can it be justified
that'they go and study in foreign countrieg
while the sons of a poor cultivator do
not even get primary education? While
the tiller ‘of the soil starves can they
eat rich dishes? This is sheer injustice,
Today we have to take a vow that we
will work hard and earn for ourselveg
and remove misery from the millions.

Equal Opportunities for All

It was high time for us to realise our
duty or Manava Dharma as it had been
termed by the Father of the Nation. In
following the path of ‘Ahimsa’ inspired
with the spirit of service and sacrifice,
we were pledged to make everyone happy.

he dream of Gandhiji's Ramrajya
would " materialise only when all the re.
sidents of a.village would live like
members of one ifamily.

'SARVODAYA

We all know that ours is a poor
country and poverty is a curse. We will,
therefore, have to find out some solution
to solve this problem. =~ We will have to
remove distinctions and differences from
the society and provide equal opportu-
nities to all. To achieve this object all
will have to follow the ‘path shown by
Mahatma Gandhi. R

Dictatorship Challenging Democracy .

Dictatorship is today challenging
Democracy and India is capable of
accepting that challenge. A section of
people hold that communism should be
checked. We are, however, not opposed
to its principles but what is really needed
is to check violence and achieve our ob-
jects by peaceful means. The equality
established through peace and non-
violence will be a stable one. Mahatma
Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, had,
therefore, adopted the path of non-
violence, peace and truth.

Communism can hardly help a
society or community. If we want to
make democracy a- success, we shoqlgl
follow Manava Dharma. Western civili-
sation and culture will hardly help us.
India’ will have to adopt her own course.

Nolaws can check the challenge . of

communism and violence. Even America

with all its mighty resources cannot stop
it. Only through ‘Sarvodaya’ it can be
checked. Permanent world peace can
only be achieved through change in out-
look; otherwise, if not war, cold war will
continune, - ‘

The village
country, and we co
our country by i
of the villages,
should follow the P
daya.

was a unit of oyr
uld make reforms in
mproving the conditions

Hence the villagers
ath shown by Sarvo-
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Some Decisions of the All India Khadi & Village Industries Board

Thg'following are some of the im-
portant decisions made by the Board at
its meeting on the 28th to 30th July, '53:~

It was decided to arrange for special
intensive programme for khadi sales dur-
ing the coming Gandhi Jayanti. Loans
to the extent of Rs. 31 lakhs were sanc-
tioned for ten institutions to accelerate
their khadi production.

It was decided to hold an All India
Khadi and Village Industries. Exhibition
in Delhi at the end of January, '54, which
will be the first largest exhibition in
Delhi. Large-scale emporiums for sale
of khadi and other village industries’ pro-
ducts will be started in New Delhi.

A scheme for assisting the pottery
industry in villages and for their improve-
ments involving an outlay of Rs. 50,000
was approved. It was proposed to start
hive production centres as pilot projects
in different parts of the country.

A programme for improving the corn
grinding industry through the introduc-

tion of two improved types of Chakkies
was approved.

The Board will examine proposals
from Basic Training institutions for the
grant of rebate of 3 annas per rupee on
the sale of their khadi.

The Board has represented to the
Government that khadi and village indus-
tries will greatly help in solving the un-
employment in rural areas about which
the Govt. and the Congress have express-
ed their anxiety. The Board hopes that
the Govt. will give top priority for the
promotion of khadi and village industries.
: ) I . +*

The All India Khadi and Village
Industries Board has declared. subsidies

on sales of khadj, implements for khadi-
productiofi)' weaving charges - of khadi for

one'’s ownrequirements and organisational
expenses to recognized institutions in the
following manner:

1. Subsidy of 3 annas in the rupee
for sales of khadi.

2. Five annas per square yard or
fifty per cent (whichever is less) of weav-
ing charges per square yard of khadi
made for one’s own use. :

3. A two annas’ subsidy' per square’
vard of khadi woven by recognized insti-
‘tutions for management of the khadi self-
‘sufficiency scheme. ‘ : C

4, 6% per cent subsidy to recognised
‘institutions on production” and also retail
sales up to a limit of Rs 2,000 each.
~ Only those institutions which show
an increase of 10% in production and sale
of khadi during the six months from 1st
‘July to 31st Dec., 1953 over those of the
correspodding previous period will be en-
titled to this subsidy. ‘

5. Concession of Rs. 15 per Dhunai
Modia (a new type of carding machine)

‘costing about Rs. 35 to Rs. 40 of the

approved type. .
Two rupees and eight annas

' subsiciy on each Charkha of any pattern,

except the bamboo Charkha.

7. Subsidy of Rs. 50 per loom
complete with its accessories. 4

Subsidies for items 5,6 and 7 will
be allowed on implements which are
manufactured by certified workshops.
Recognised Centres and Bhandars are
authorised to sell to customers the imple-
ments after allowing the concessions
which will be reimbursed to them after
scrutiny of their billsand fortnightly sales

reports.

.. = Condensed frdm the veports received from the
Office Secvelary, All India Khadi & Village Industries

- Board, Bombay,

__.%__
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baji in his Bhoodan Yatra for six weeks.

Since words. are a limited form of
expression, I must admit that this article
will be naturally incomplete in summing
up my feelings after a brief experience in
“the Bhoodan Yatra with Vinobaji for
about six weeks from Chandil to Giridi
in Bihar. What ‘we really feel in the
great depth of our soul cannot be re.
produced authentically in - words. So I
venture only to indicate some of the senti-
mentsand feelings of a Westerner like me,
engaged now in the study of Indian life
and by thataway in a humanitarian work,
. This article is evidently more emotional
than intellectual. = -

.. The morning of the 9th_March, 1953;
- at Chandil (Bihar) was-the day of the
‘opening of the annual conference of the
Sarvodaya Samaj (international Brother.
‘hood of Gandhiji)and there was an inspir-
ing atmosphere with Vinobayji, Rajendra
Babu and- 2,000 Sevaks. Hundreds of

charkhas were humming their song  of

hope and love. On the early morning of
the 12th March Vinoba starts again. Some
one hundred Sevaks follow him in his
march. ) '

- At one place a boy of 15 years spent
one month in receiving Bhoodan of one
hundred acres for the landless in his
village and a younger boy also followed
his way. o

How can one describe this Vinoba,

this thin man walking and walking on
“miles of distance? His steps are short
_-but so quick that we feel nervous some.
times if he would stumble on a stone. He

. never stops SW'tHE" Wiy even for-offerings.
It seems as if he is not free to do what he

ing the Yatra in his own picturesque langu

“hearts have dried up!

Some Féelings After Bh’-éodan‘i Yatra

Readers of “‘Sarvodaya” are already familiar with Mr. Leon Bensimon of the
= Service Civil International from France, who contributed an
. ~of Feb,, !53. He attended the Chandil Sarvoda

article in the ‘“Sarvodaya’’
¥a Sammelan and walked with Vino-

Here he gives what -he saw and felt dur-
age. :

wants for, a mysterious fire burning with-
in is goading him onwards. One day he
made us all including young men and
girls run behind him.  He is now almost
sixty years and his body seems to be as
light as that of a Yogi. He is full of good
humour and I saw him playing with a
three-year little girl. v :

It is not easy to describe the highq

~ hopes and faith aroused among the people

as soon as Vinobaji arrives in a village
ora town. The mass enthusiasm of the
peasants and ‘workers is tremendous.

The silent departure of the party

‘every-morning headed by.Vinoba Bhave

with his thin legs but made of steel walk-
ing brisk and fast with the spirit- goading
him to move on is unforgettable,
Wlhien the solemn and. silent moment
comes for the peasants to sign their gift-
deed it looks that a certain moral force is
generated in the whole world with the

sure possibility of its effect early or late,

near or. far.
A Harijan woman knows

, not to sign
her name and gently puts her thumb-
mpression on the gift-deed. The so.

called illiterate too has here to offer 5
message of love to the intellectuals whose

Vinobaji's daily speeches are not set
and pre-planp‘e‘d but they are inspired by
the local environments and the problems
peculiar to each place he visits,

- At Purulia several ladies one after
another came forward to throw off their
jewellery, the symbols of vanity of
worldly things, By freeing -themselves
from these - 'shacklag of boindace thew
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deliver the message for others about the
real wealth that is obtained through
sacrifice. - ‘ :

And just think of a Minister who
leaves his office, and goes walking across
the province in order to collect land, from
house to house and from farm to farm.

A peasant, very sick, lies stretched
out on his bed, whom two American ladies
and myself visited; and he offers us
one acre each out of his 10 acres. He
has seven children and takes us as
additional members of his family.

~ Students and others who understand
the mission of the Apostle of Bhoodan

come forward to serve the cause or give
land. Various songs on the mission are
composed and sung by the enthusiastic
"youths. A whole village offers its land
to Vinoba. Some Harijan peasants
donate half of their land (in some bighas)
and also invite the party to share their
simple evening meal. :

It looks almost a dream to me parti-
cularly an European to witness a village
giving away the whole of its land as gift.
Itis hardly possible to restrain -one’s
emotion at this sight. How I felt before
the Harijans (untouchables) who having
given away half of their land invited us
* to share surplus dinner also!

At the:last moment when I left
Vinobaji at Giridi, on some pilgrimage, he
said in French with a lovely smile: “Au
Revoir" meaning ‘Good-bye.’ '

This experience makes me recall
what a former British Minister said
recently somewhere in  South India
addressing " constructive workers:

’ “Now I am here after havi
fight to-come here. 'I want to sex;g v?heltc;:a%
work has been done or merely talked about.

Now it seems to me that what you are
doing and what you are going to do is in
some respects the most important work
in the world. I think, perhaps it is not
" . easy for you to appreciate quite how im-
portant it is. You are so near to it that
perh.aps you do not see in the proper pers-
pqct;‘\’re. : :
eobvery anxious in Europe to
find out whether India can transform her

society, her present population, backward
“way of life, with more advanced methods
without having to resort to the coercive
methods which have been adopted in other
countries. '

‘‘ There is obviously a very great gap
between the urban population of India,
especially some of them, and-the peasantry

‘of India. The less that gap is narrowed
the greater the civilization. You have cer-
tain advantages which we do not have. And
the most important one is that-you started
later than we did. So you can benefit by
all the mistakes we made. And no one can
say that we have not made many. Also the
Soviet Union has made many mistakes. So
also China is inclined to make mistakes.
So India can show us the way. What she
has to do is to prove them that free men
and women by the use of free institutions
can raise the material standard of life and
maintain the essential virtues.” *
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GANDHI NIDHI & CONSTRUCTIVE WORK

- The constructive workers’ meeting
at Gandhigram in Tamilnad on the 16th
August specially attended by Shri R. S,
Dhotre, Secretary of the Gandhi Smarak
Nidhi, afforded an opportunity to
know about the Nidhi’s work and also to
express the urgent financial needs of small
constructive institutions. Shri Dhotre
gave a history of the Nidhi, and said that
out of the total collections of 103 crores
the funds available for the provinces to
spend will be about Rs. 53 crores “after
setting apart the  quota for the central
organisation, earmarked. funds and. the

‘allotment. for the lLeprosy Relief work’

etc. Shri Dhotre expressed his desire to
spend the amonnt in a most useful and
speedy way for the propagation of Gandhi-
an ideology among the -people. Shri

G. Ramachandran, Director of Gandhi-
gram, voiced the feelings of active workers
in the constructive field in pleading.for
liberalising the policy of the Nidhi in

giving timely financial help both by way
of capital grant and recurring aid for
small constructive institutions which are
on the brink of collapse though they have
done substantial work as pioneers. We
also feel that the Nidhi should loosen
the strings of the purse in the case of exist-
ing small independent institutions which
are practically struggling for existence
and hope that Shri Dhotre will represent
the views and needs of the workers. Since
the various Advisory Bodies have been
abolished the Secretary's responsibility
has become greater to contact the workers
and ascertain their views and needs. _

SEVAKS OF SARVODAYA SAMAJ IN FOREIGN
COUNTRIES

“The Sarvodaya Samaj is an univer-

sal brotherhood of those who believe in -

the means of truth and non-violence and

who personally follow any of the items and Universities, we could not help-notic-

- ing the difference between these “book—

of Gandhijiis eenstructive. programme

- NOTES AND NEWS -

enumerated in our “Sarvodaya” of August
on the 2nd cover page. There are now
about 250 Sevaks in foreign countries

who havesigned the forms and registered

themselves as Sevaks of the Samaj. A
free copy of our “Sarvodaya” magazine
of June, 1953 was sent to everyone with
also a list of all the Sevaks outside India
to enable them to have mutual acquaint-
ance. o ’ :

Those who desire to subscribe for
the objective of the Sarvodaya Samaj

and get their names entered in the register’

of Sevaks of the Sarvodaya Samaj, may’

kindly apply for the prescribed forms to
the Secretary of the Sarvodaya Samaj,

Sevagram, Wardha (M. P., India), or to:
ji Colony,

the Editor, “Sarvodaya”, Devii
Tirupur (S. India).

_TWO AMERICAN VISITORS ABOUT SEVAGRAM

Mr. & Mrs. Kelly, two American
students for social service, spent three
months at Sevagram studying the various
crafts carried on there, and lived a common

life with the students and workers of the .
originally .

Hindustani Talimi Sangh,
founded by Mahatma Gandhi.

Writing about their impressions re-,

garding Sevagram work, they write as
follows in a letterto Talimi Sangh:—
- “In trying to sum up our ‘many im-

pressions of Sevagram, where we were

students for two and one-half months, we
find two points outstanding.
that nowhere else in India does the con.
cept of the dignity of labor seem so

strongly emphasized. Through our partici-

pation in the various crafts— farming,
dairying, cooking, spinning etc. — we co-
operated with brothers and sisters. to-
ward self-sofficiency. It was exciting to
be part of a school where students learn.
ed as they worked and did not mind ‘get-
ting their hands dirty.’” When in India,
we met students from non-Basic schools

The first is-

4



NOTES AND NEWS

thec;ry” people who did not know the.

practical work of life, and the Nai Talim
students. Asian and African students
should demonstrate in practice the dignity
of labor as their colonial rulers have not;
we felt Sevagram was teaching this most
effectively. N ]

“The second strong impression we
have of Sevagram is the feeling of a
family spirit. We were not so much™pupils
in an institution but members of one
~ family, sharing in the prayers, songs, and
dances as well as the craft ‘programmes.
When we left Sevagram, we felt we were
leaving our true brothers and sisters.

“Many people have asked us why we
came to Sevagram. We came because we
were interested in the principles advocat-
ed and lived by Gandhiji and wanted to
learn practical skills which we could later
apply in our work in East Africa. There
we will be working toward building
village industries, co-operative farming
and Basic schools. We certainly learned
a great deal at Sevagram which we think
will be ugeful in our later work, and we
will never forget the wonderful friends—

teachers and students—who were truly \ _ :
. continue for want of information and

educating and being educated for life.
' DIRECTORY OF CONSTRUCTIVE WORKERS

Year after year in the Sarvodaya
Sammelan thousands of - constructive
workers who have dedicated their life for
Gandhian ideology and constructive
work gather for a brief session of three
days to live a community life. They live,
work and pray together and address the
assembly and part. But most of them do
not know who is who.
~ The need for a directory with all in-
formation about every constructive worker
has been greatly felt during the last few
years. Two years ago, the Sarva Seva
Sangh decided to compile the directory
provincewar and invited the Sevaks to fill
up a prescribed questionnaire. Hundreds
of Sevaks had given the form filled up.

But the cm%gggp of the directory with.
the available information has been per-
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haps dropped owing to more urgent work
of the Sangh. This should be considered"
as a work of great importance and it ‘is
hoped that the Sangh will arrange-: to:
complete this through adequate and
competent staff. : . .
Though the directory of workers
may involve much labotr and time a
directory of constructive institutions which
is equally, if not more important, may
be easier to compile. The All-India Ins-
titutions like the Charkha Sangh are well
known but there is a large number of
private small and big institutions working -
in the nook and corner of the.country
doing substantial work in varied ways."
But we have not any guide book or direc-
tory of these institutions, necessary for
every constructive worker or even'a. tour-
ist visitor who takes interest in visiting’
such Gandhian institutions. - R
Some attempt has been made in the-
pages of “Sarvedaya” to give some brief
account and pen picture of such institu-
tions in the south either from their own
reports or through casual visitors. - We:
have covered some five institutions in-
“Sarvodaya” but could not systematically-

partly for want of space. Still we would
like to give brief account of the work
and history of such institutions in each
province, if friends could furnish us with
all information about.the name, origin,
founder, progress, financial position, future.’
programme, the number of . workers en-.
gaged in various activities etc. of every
such institution in an objectiye way as far
as possible dealing with mere factual
materials. We would endeavour to pub-
lish digested summary of such reports
and to compile later all these in the form
of ‘a " directory with a price to cover the
cost of its making. We would invite
further suggestions from friends interested
in this proposal. - ‘
SARVODAYA ASHRAMS

Shri A. Jayasimhachar, B. Sc.» who w |
| ‘with Sh{i J. G Kumaraf)pa ‘at Sealzlvgﬁ



Pannai Ashram, near

has started a Sarvoday
Venkatapathyraju Kandnia, K_odur' Pos‘t,
(Cuddappah Dt.) Rayalaseema, which .is.
the most undeveloped area afflicted by
chronic' famine, '

Shri K. R. Subb

a Ashram in

araman, of the
Pottery department of the formerly A. L
V. I A. of Maganwadi, Wardha, informs
us thathe has started a Sarvoda ‘
Kendram at ‘Aandimadam, Kadukkam.
kunnu, Olavakkot, in S. Malabar. The"
Kendram' is . under the ‘Gandhi Smarak
Nidhi. - We await further reports of the:
progress of the activities. . -
THE BOY'S ZEAL IN BHOODAN
Narendra Kumar, a bo
accompanied . Shri: Shankarr
foot throughout hi
tion with Bh
found lackin
covering n

y of eight,
ao Deo on
s Bhopal tour in connec.
oodan Yagna. He was never
g in enthusiasm even after
early eight or nine miles.every
day. During the rainy days, when he.
had to ‘walk through mud, pebbles "and
thorns, he was asked to use coniveyance
carrying luggage, but he:declined. ‘
... The boy also' wanted to accompany
Shri Deo on Madhya Bharat tour but due.
to his father's preoccupations he had to
give up the idea most reluctantly.
A SOLDIER’S BHOODAN S
" After his return from the world war,
a soldier who was awarded 13 acres of.
land, by the former Dewas State for his.
services, has given half of his land to
Shri Shankarrao Deo tawards Bhoodan. .
Yagna. > '
SEMINARS & CAMPS ‘
Seminars and Camps for study ang
developing intimate fellowship are getting .
more and more common. Two of _such.
recent meetings may be of special interest.
One is the meeting of the F ellowship of
Friends of Truth at Gandhigram in
Tamilnad, in last A oril, attended by
Messrs. Horace Alexan er, Donald Broom, -
S. K. George, G. Ramachandran and Dr..
Soundaram Ramachandran and " many
others.“Equal Reverencefor a]} Religions”
was one of the. important subjects dis.

. throughout the
. are held at 3.45

~ and then takeg his

‘books,

Wardha, cussed.  The speechesare given in” the
’ first issue of the Quarterly “The FFT”

which we would commen
obtainable from Shri S. K.
G. S. College, Wardha.
subscription is Rs. 2. ‘
The second meeting of the South
India Rural Fellowship took: place in the
last week of July, ’53 at Shantipuram,
Kuppam in Chittoor Dt. where Dr. S.
Gurubatham, former Minister of Rural”
Welfare of the Madras State, and his
family have been doing pioneering agri-
cultural work during the last 13 years.
Many problems and pr
ing the villages econo
ent were discussed.  §
has sent us 2 detajled
are unable to share
want of space. .
VINOBAJI'S DAILY PROGRAMME
~ Vinoba has not vet fully recovered
from the effects of his serious illness a
few months ago. He had another attack
of malaria some weeks. ago. = Although

weight-npwis only about 100 lbs., he
looks quite cheerful and keeps very busy

d to our readers,
George, Editor,
The annual

mically self-suffici-
hri R. R. Keithahn

report which we
with the readers for

. m,
at 4-15'a. m. and he covers,
age, seven or eight miles a

reaching his destination and
while, he takes up a kudal; (pick-axe)and
walks to any nearby - field donated to the

Bhoodar} Yagna. He works in ‘the field
along with others. for about

half an hour

bath, : -
fter some rest ang quiet reading of-
NEWSpapers, magazines a n d religions
Vinoba has his meal-at'about 12

diet is curds, honey,
anas. At2p. m, he is
and discussions which
m., the time for even-

on an aver-
day. After
resting for a

ready for interviews
continue until 5 p,
ing prayers, -

inoba retireg at

L 00
His' energy, ( about:8:30 p.m

I despite his ill health, iq,
indeed, amazip Vinoba'’s Post-prayer
(sipegches are always full of new ideas and

Editor: N. -Ramaswam_i.

For,Barvodapa Prachuralay
Printed by 8. 8

80¢ ) or:
dm (Dhakshin Bhara
ubramaniam at the K

eep thought op 5 variety of topic, -

ogramme for mak- ~



Tamil Nad

. The Bhoodan Yagna in Tamil Nad

which was ‘moving slowly in the past few
months has gained a-sudden fillip during
the fortnight following 15th August as a
Tesult of the . hurricane tour of Shri
Jaiprakash Narain with Shri Kamaraj,
President ‘of the Tamil Nad Congress
Committee. Several districts were speedily
covered by carand train, hitherto unusual
for the Yagna-Yatra which is. generally
done by walk.

The Bhoodan received upto 28th
August by Shri Jaiprakash Narain is
4,125 acres of land and money gift of
Rs. 4,500 in the six districts. This brings

the total of land-gift received in Tamil

Nad to 12,783 acres out of its target of
one and a half lakhs of acres to be comp-
leted by April, 1954. .
The special feature of Shri Jai-
- prakash’s tour is the Bhoodan of 435
acres of wet land received in Tanjore Dt.
during his four days’ tour. This district
is considered the granary of Tamil Nad
and is comparable to Telengana in the
matter of Communists’ activities. Bhoo-
dan Yatras and propaganda have been
confined till now to the other dry districts
of T. Nad where wet lands of few acres
were received here and there. It was the
opinion of many that the Tanjore Dt.
would not be easily moved by the Bhoo-
dan Yagna and that it should be tapped
only at the last. But Shri Jaiprakash's
tour has disproved this. The family
of Kunniyur Shri Sambasiva Iyer alone
in Mannargudi came forward offering a
hundred acres of wet land costing about
Rs, 1% lacs. Though this is a small per-
centage of his possessions, it has become
evident that the Tanjore Dt. has begun
to quickly react to this great Yagna: It
‘is hoped that it will make a tremendous
“response when Shri Shankarrao Deo will
carry on his walking Yatra in the coming
November.

.’\'

Www.vinoba.in

L

All-India Bhoodan News

Other Provinces _

Of the nine districts of the Mysore
State Tumkur District has been selected
for intensive work. Regular walking tour
was started on 16th July, in Tiptur taluk
of the district. Two groups covered 165
miles by walk, visited 82 villages during
the month. )

Land collection during the month
was 119 acres in addition to other gifts.
The total collection in the State so far is
9686 acres. The intensive tour continues
in Turuvekere Taluk with four batches
from 5th August. _

Shri Shankarrao Deo did Bhoodan
Yatra in Madhya Pradesh in July and
he attended the Bhoodan workers’ confer-
ence near Nagpur. In Hoshangabad Dt.
2,300 acres were received. His Yatra in
Madhya Bharat continues till 31st August.
Upto 26th July 222 donors gave him
4,120 acres of land.

Saurashtra has received 8,000 acres
of land as Bhoodan till the end of July.
In the Punjab-Pepsu Srimati Satyabala -
with the Congress and Praja-Socialist
Party members is having walking tour.
70 donors gave 609 acresof land in Hissar
district. There was a Bhoodan Shibir of
workers in Adampur-Doaba. They decid-
ed about the programme of walking tour.
In October Shri Shankarrao Deo  will
begin his Yatra in the Punjab-Pepsu.

In Bihar:-there has been intensive
activity. When Vinobaji entered Hazari.
bagh district Ramgadh Rajah voluntarily
took the initiative in collecting Bhoodan.
On 22nd July alone 168 donors gave
2,53,488 acres of land to Vinobaji. ,

In Rajasthan: total Bhoodan received

in July was about 6,000 acres bringing -

the total collection in Rajasthan to
12,208 acres till now. *

A CORRECTION

In page 62, left-hand colunfn, first
para, 5th line, please read ‘Pracchina’ as
Pracchhanna’ which means ‘concealed’.
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