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The Sarvodaya Samaj

After the demise of Mahatma Gandhi the
Constructive Workers met in a Conference in
April, 1948 at Sevagram, Wardha, and decided
to form a loose world organisation, known as
the Sarvodaya Samaj. Yet it is not an organi-
sation as generally . understood with rules of
membership, executive, office bearers and bind-
ing decisions. But it is 2 Samaj with free and
voluntary fellowship with the simple obligation
to themselves to strive towards the uplift of all

. in-the world with truth and non-violence as the

}

-

means. The following will give an idea of the
objective and work of the Sarvodaya Samaj.

Aim: To strive towards a social order
based on Truth and Non-violence in which there
will be no distinctions of class or creed, free
from any exploitation and with full scope for
the development of both individuals as well as
groups.

Basic Principle: Insistence on the purity
of the means as that of the end.

Programme: For the achievement of the
aim, the following programme is to be followed:

1. Communal harmony (fellowship bet-
ween followers of different faiths and sects.)
2. Removal of Untouchability. 3. Abolition of
class distinctions 4. Prohibition 5. Promotion
of Khadi and other home industries 6. Village
sanitation 7. Basic Education 8. Equality of
status and rights for both men and women
9. Health and Hygiene 10. Development of
Indian languages 11. Removal of narrow pro-
vincialism 12. Propagation of Hindustani as the

-} mnational language 13. Economic equality

14. Development of Agriculture 15. Organi-

.zation of Labour 16. Welfare of aboriginals

17. Organization of students 18. Service of

- ;lepx:osy patients 19. Relief-work 20. Cow pro-
tection 21. Naturopathy 22. Other similar

activities.

Fellowship: Whoever accepts the above
Aim and the Basic Principle and endeavours to
follow them is eligible for the fellowship of the
Samaj. On sending his or her name and address
to the Secretary of the Sarvodaya Samaj, Seva-
gram, Wardha, he or she will be registered as a
“Sevak.”

Sarvodaya Day: 30th January of every
year when Gandhiji passed away shall be ob-
served at all places as the Sarvodaya Day.

Sarvodaya Fairs; Op every 12th February, ,

fairs §|3<,)uld be organized at places where
Gandhiji’s ashes were immersed.

Sarvodaya Conference: To6 facilitate
mutual contact and exchange of views among
?he Sevaks there shall Be an Annual Conference
in March or April at §ome place in India.

. Functlop‘: The deliberations of the Samaj.
will be of advisory nature and not mandatory.
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THE TILLERS OF THE SOIL

: — MAHATMA GANDHI — -

If Indian society is to make real

progress along peaceful lines, there must
be a definite recognition on the part of
the moneyed class that the ryot possesses
the same soul that they do and that their
wealth gives them no superiority over the
poor. They must regard .themselves
even as the Japanese nobles did, as trus-
tees holding their wealth
for the good of their
wards, the ryots. Then
they would take no more
than a reasonable amount
as commission for their
- labours. At present there
is no proportion between
the wholly unnecessary
pomp and extravagance
of the moneyed class and
the squalid surroundings
and the grinding paupe-
rism of the ryots in whose.
midstthe former are
living. A'model zamindar .
would therefore at once reduce.much of
the burden the ryot is now bearing, he
would come in intimate touch with the
ryots and know their wants and inject
hope into them in place of the despair
which is killing the verylife out of them.
He will not be satisfied with the ryots
ignorance of the laws of sanitation and
hygiene. He will reduce himself to
poverty ii"8¢deF that the ryot may have

the necessaries of life. - He will study the
economic condition of the ryots under his
care, establish schools in which he will
educate his own children side by side
with those of ryots. He will purify ‘the
village well and the village tank.” - He
will teach theryot to siveep hisroads and
clean his latrines by himself doing this
- a necessary labour. He
will throw open without
reserve his own gardens
for the unrestricted use of
‘the ryot.” He will use as
hospital, school, or-the
| like most of the unneces-
sary btildings which he
keeps for his pleasure. If.
only the capitalist class
will read the signs of the
times, revise their notions
of God-given right to all
they possess, in an in-
credibly short space of
time the seven hundred
thousand' dung-heaps which today pass

‘muster as villages can be ‘turned into

abodes of peace, health and ‘ comfort.. [
am convinced that the capitalist, if he
follows the Samurai of Japan, has nothing
really to lose and everything to gain.
There isno other choice than between
voluntary surrender on the part of the
capitalist of superfluities and consequent
acquisition of the real happiness of g on
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the one hand, and on the other the im-
" pending chaos into which, if the capitalist
does not wake up betimes, the awakenéed
bat ignorant and famishing millions will
plunge the country and which not
even the armed force that -a-:powerful
Government can bring into play can,
avert.” 1 have hoped that India -will
successfully avert the disaster. o
"~ 1 have 'no doubt "that if we have
democratic Swaraj, as it must be if the
freedom is won through non-violence, thé
Kisan must hold power in all'its phases
including political power. =~ -~ !
~ If Swaraj is attained by the effort of
the whole people, asit must be under
‘non-vielence, the Kisans miust come into

SARVODAYA

their own and have the uppermost voice.
But if it is not so.and there is a sort of a
workable compromise between the people
and the Government on the basis-of a
limited franchise, the interegts of the tiller

.of the soil will need close watching. If

the legislature proves itself to be incap-
able of safeguarding Kisans' interests
they will, of course, always have the
sovereign remedy of civil disobedience
and non-co-operation. But.... ultimately
it is not paper legislation nor brave words

~or fiery speeches but the power of non-

violent-organization, discipline and sacri-
fice that constitutes the real bulwark of

the people against injustice or.oppression.

= "“YOUNG INDIA" Gth Dec., 1929

* VINOBAJI'S SPEECH AT SARVODAYA SAMMELAN

4 _ - This is the continuation of Vinobaji's speech on the concluding day of the
", Sarvodaya Sammelan on the 9th March, 1953, at Chandil in Bihar.

Ouf constant effort should be to
keep always the ideology of the Nation
pure and clear. There are at present
‘many ideologies before our people. There
are many points of agreement in them,
The differences after all, are insignificant
-and superficial. There is enough of unity
at the core. So the programme of actual
work should be to incorporate all the good
and agreed points, leaving the differences

‘to be further discussed and considered.
The real point before us is how to strive
for unity among the different parties. Gita
has stated, “The differences seen on the
surface are jllusory and under, at the
bottom, there is that special thing called
unity”. This we should understand.
THE SPECIAL FEATURE OF OUR DHARMA
You might know that in Hindu
Dharma there are different philosophies.
“There is the philosophy of Theism, and
also that of VAtHEsm, "It has welcomed

every other philosophy and digested it
within. I havn't yet found in any litera-
ture so much freedom of thoughtas in
the Sanskrit literature. Itisa sight worth
seeing when one school of the thought
attacks and refutes the other! The philo-
sophy of the Ramanuja school of thought
confllicts and contradicts that of the
Sankaracharya- school of thought. --But
the followers of each reserve the diffe-
rences for discussions and further inqui-

ries, while both of them agree as to the
rule of life and code of conduct. Both
respect truth and non-violence. Both

observe common rules which are called
Dharmas.

AN ACCEPTABLE PROGRAMME
Therefore in the field of active work
if we proceed with united effort our
country will advance forward and society
will become stable. Let us leave aside
all ideological differences and reserve



VINOBAJI'S SPEECH AT SARVODAYA SAMMELAN

them for further discuss-
ions. We shall investi-
gate into them to our ut-
most. I should not thrust
my ideason you so long
as they do not appear to
you as correct and accep-
table. I should go on
attempting to convince
you. Thus our effort
to make others under-
stand our ideas should be
a free one with complete
detachment. When we
come to the actual pro-
gramme of work, only
such of the programme
as may be .acceptable to
all good people should
be selected and included. This should
be our guiding principle and attitude to
the .different political parties 1in ‘the
country and also towards the Govern-
ment schemes.
BHOODAN - A GESTURE FROM GOD

Now I shall proceed to the second
subject: our line of action and Bhoodan
work, Two years back this Bhoodan—
Yagna took its origian in a village 10
Telangana. The friend of that village

‘who gave the gift on the first day is pres-

ent here in your midst. The Harijans of
the locality asked me that day for 80
acres and he gave 100 acres of land. You
can ask him how this happened and under
what circumstances in that village. On

4 that particular day I got a certain hint—

a gesture from God. I began to meditate
on it and find out as to what I should do:
. But for this beckoning from him I woul

not have myself decided about this pro-
gramme of Bhoodan Yagna for solving
the land problem. Of course, for temples,
Thosques, mutts etc., people have collect-
ed and given hundreds of acres and we
could also do it for the_same if we desire.
But for solving the land problem in t]ge
' country, croveswiefn acres will have to e
collected; To-awaken the conscience o
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VINOBAJI WITE KRIPALANIJI , ,

the people to offer so much, I had not the
boldness then. But the gesture from Him
came to me, Eventhough my mind was
then counselling me that it ‘would be a
very difficult task, I feltthat if I did not
take it up, it would be established that
non-violence would mean mere cowardice
and no work could be done. So placing
full trust in Him I welcomed the gesture
and ventured to move on with this Bhoo-
dan mission.

At that time I did not consult any
of my colleagues, for I knew that none of
them would advise me to take up the pro-
gramme. .They would say it would - not
be practicable and even if there could be
success in one village it would not suc-
ceed in all places throughout the country.
But for this gesture from Him I too would
have held the same view. Thus with full
faith in God I ventured to try my luck
and chance and began to ask for land.
And when I started on asking and receiv-

-ing lands, the many sentiments and feel-

ings seen behind them from all sides
brought me new lights daily. If you will
read those fifty speeches I have given
on these days you will come across one
new thought or other in every one of
them. Thus the idea became clearer to
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me day by day. And a new philosophy " is ]
- tionise the existing order of society. So

began in Telangana.

In Telangana I did receive lands,

yvet I had one doubt in my mind. Of; 1tire
blem. It appeared to me that Bihar Pro.

course, my friends had more. In Telan-

gana there was a certain background .

and so it became possible. And I doubted

whether the same thing®could happen in

other parts of the country. Then came,
there Lotd Buddha preached the gospel

a chance for me to go.to Delhi as Pandit
Nehru invited me. 1 decided to start at

{

once and proceeded on foot. On the way -

I began to propagate the idea among the

people and 1 found as much enthusiasm

in them as I witnessed in Telangana.

Then it became clearer to me that the.

thing_was not anything special to Telan- . —— -
~% Vinoba on Community Projects #

gana alone. It is a thing born of the
times, whose current is favourable to it.
From that time onwards, whenever lands
were offered, I began to aecept them.
From Delhi I decided to tour in Uttar
Pradesh. There a quota was fixed and a
definite pledge was taken. The quota
was indeed a small one and the work
began. The colleagues in Uttar Pradesh

though few in number worked with all
They have now .

zeal and courage.
announced in this conference that they
have collected 4% lakhs of acres of land
up to date. Their quota was only 5 lakhs.
Again, now they have taken another
pledge to collect 11 lakhs of acres in the

coming year.
DECISION TO SOLVE THE LAND-PROBLEM
IN BIHAR

Then I thought of touring in all the
provinces in India. I may get 2to 3

lakhs of acres every year and within a -

period of five or six years I might be able
to collect 10 to 20 lakhs of acres. But
the land problem of our country will not
- be solved by it. If it is not solved within
a fixed time, our effort will not take us to
- the desired goal. The present is not the
days of gradualism as of old. - Time
moves fast and that with quick speed. It is
not proper to spread over this programme
for 100 years. Of course it may bring
some relief and benefit to the people, but
it will nevertakeius to the cherished ob-

"success of the scheme.

SARVODAYA

jective which is to transform and revolu-

I felt that concentrated work sho_uld be
done in one place to solve the entire pro.

vince is the place where it should he
tried. Bihar is neither too big nor tos.
small. Besides there is good sentiment
and faith also in Bihar. It was from

of non-violence to the world. So I have
now taken up the work of Bihar Province.
I have also decided that I should make
further advance only after solving the
entire land problem of this one province.

’ [ To be continued ]

Acharya Vinoba Bhave said at a
public meeting at village Irba, near
Ranchi, on 9th July, ’53, that if he had
had his way, he would have started Com-

‘munity Projects first in localities where

villagers had made all their lands the

“common property of the village.

This, he added, would have created
the popular enthusiasm necessary for the
, In the .course of
his Bhoodan Yagna tour, Acharya
Bhave camped in two villages—Booty
and Irba—which have been selected for
Community Projects by Government.

He had been trying sympathetically
to guage-the achievement of the Commu-

‘nity Projects, but had been greatly dis-

appointed, he said. : B

Acharya Bhave said that Commu-,
nity Projects will not be successful unless ~
provision was made for at least five
acres of land for every tiller, one well for
every plot of ten acres and protection to
existing cottage industries.

He also said that the Project area
should be self-sufficient in cloth and that
no cloth should be allowed to be brought
from outside. He regretted that officers,
who were supposed to serve the villagers,
lived in the cities and had very high
standards of living. 8 4
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GANDHIAN TECHNIQUES =~
- in the Modern World

33

— PYARELAL —

The Seminar on Gandhjan outlook and techniques held in Delhi in

January, 1953 has attracted the wide attention of the world.

The full ‘proceeédings

" of the Seminar have been published in a volume of over 400 pages by the Ministry
of Education, Government of India (Price Rs. 3—12—0), and Navajivan Publishing:
House has brought out simultaneously a brqéhure containing the paper read by Shri
Pyarelal at the Seminar on ‘‘Gandian Techniques in the Modern World"’ (Rupee one).
The two will be greatly welcomed by all interested in the Gandhian philosophy of

action.

Gandhi‘ji derived his theory of
Satyagraha from his doctrine of Truth.
Finite man cannot grasp the whole truth—
not even relative truth in ‘its entirety.
What may, therefore, appear as truth to
one person may appear to be error to
And yet both of them
may be right from their respective points
of view. Proceeding on this reasoning,
Gandhiji early came to the conclusion
that pursuit of truth does not admit of

. violence being inflicted upon one’s oppon-
Therefore, the doctrine of truth or

ent.
Satya, which Gandhiji described by the
word Satyagraha or holding on to truth,
means vindication of truth by bearing
withess to it through self-suffering; in
other words, love. ~Ahimsa and Truth
are thus the obverse and reverse of the
same coin—one is the means, the other
theend. - o
" Gandhiji's Satyagraha was not an
abstract philosophy but a philosophy in
action.  Truth to him meant not the
uttered word, not the professed 'belief but
something that has to be lived. If we say
one thing and do another, profess one
thing and do not practise it, we live un-
truth. The hidtus between thought' and
word, profession and practice actsasa
damper and chokes the action of soul
force which is latent in'every being. To
work out in full in his life all the implica-
tions ' of the ideals he professed, was
Gandhiji’s sadhanae or striving for truth.
In his case, it took the. form of strict

2 www.vinoba.in

The following is an extract from Shri Pyarelal’s paper,

observance—with their full implications—
of the five cardinal vows of Truth, Ahimsa,
non-possession, non-stealing, and Brahma-
charya or chastity. The last four are the
natural corollaries to and flowed from the
first. I must not enter into an.explanation
of these here. Suffice it to say that while
the principle of the practice of truth as
one sees it is basic to the development of
the power of Satyagraha, its implications,
and therefore the forms of discipline, will
vary according to the norms in vogue in
different orders of society., The one thing
which is unvarying is that one’s practice
must conform to belief. There must be
complete accord between thought, word
and deed. Arguing on this basis Gandhiji
went so far as to say that for the success
of a Satyagraha movement he did not
need believers in the theory of non-viol-
ence, full or imperfect, so far as the rank
and file were concerned. It was enough
for his purpose if they carried out the roles
of non-violent action in a sincere, 'disci-
plined soldierly spirit. For leadership in
Satyagraha, nadturally, discipline and
training of a higher type are required.
What happens, how does Satyagraha
work? Attempts have been made to ex-
plain it in terms of ‘'modern psychology.
Courageous, innocent suffering, by purging
the emotions of the opponent of anger,
fear and pride makes him more receptive
to new attitudes and values. Self-purifica-
tion that accrues ta the Satyagrahi by his
loving self-suffering, on the-other hand, en-
ables him to'have a more understanding
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and sympathetic appreciation of the
opponent’s view point; his-weaknesses and
redeeming virtues. All this prepares the

way for what is known as “integration’..

Integration consists in first “afh‘alys.in‘g
the expressed desire of the opponent into
its elements and more fundamental mean-
ings and then working out a wholly new
solution which satisfies all or most of the
fundamental needs of both the parties in
a situation” so that there isno balked
feeling at the end on either side. Let
those who feel interested refer for further
study to Richard Gregg’s classic on the
" subject, “The Power of Non-violence.”
Here are two "extremely - illuminating
instances ‘mentioned by him: (1) “An
insistence on having a table in-a certain
place in a room might really mean a wish
to have light on one’s writing while work-
ing at the table, together with an inability
to see how it could be secured in any
other way; (2) An insistence upon politi-

SARVODAYK

cal control of a certain territory may
mean a need for food and industrial raw
material and a desire to satisfy pride, and
inability to see how the satisfaction of
these needs can be made wholly secure
in any other way.” In both the cases there
will not be much difficulty in finding
alternative ways of satisfying the need in
question, once the inner meaning of the
insistence is understood.

The explanation, however, cannot be
considered to be complete. In the ultimate
analysis the action of Satyagraha pro-
ceeds through the technique of “identifica- -
tion” and “involvement”. By suffering for
truth and justice in his own person cheer-
fully instead of inflicting suffering upon
the opponent, the Satyagrahi establishes
spiritual indentity with the opponent and
awakens in him the feeling that he cannot
hurt him (the' Satyagrahi) without hurt-
ing his own personality.

- VINOBAJI'S APPEAL

|

TO COMMUNISTS — 2

TKe only party that'is not converted to Bhoodan Yagna is the

Communist. Vinobaji has

been persistently appealing to Commu-

. nists answering all their questions. One of them is why Vinobaji takes
Bhoodan from the poor instead of the rich. Vinobaji gave four reasons.
The following is the continuation of the discussion on this and other
questions which appeared in the July issue of Sarvodaya.

. WHY TAKE LAND FROM THE POOR
INSTEAD OF THE RICH?

e have frequently said that we are

raising our own army. We have to wipe out
the differences of high and low and raise
such- an army as may enable us to take
up-a fight on its strength. Our soldiers
would be those who have made donations
or done some sacrifice or showed sym:
pathy in our work. Ours isnot an army
of violence in which those with 32" wide
chest are recruited. For an entry into
our army one should have a chest of
sacrifice. In case the rich do not open
their hearts in future I would go one step

Www.vinoba.in

further ahead. I have never imposed
upon me theé restriction that we would
not move a step further than what we are
doing today! I do not believe in such re.
strictions. Ours should be a force or
rigour- of love. Oh! how much sacrifice
does the mother undergo for the child!

She produces food for the child. But when

she finds that her son is going the bad
way she is

pained.” What does she do
then?. Nothing but Satyagraha. She
takes to fasting and gently brings the
son round. Satyagraha consists in bring-
ing others round by ‘self-suffering and
without inflicting any pain on others,
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WHAT IS SATYAGRAHA?

When I mention the word Satyagraha
I do not intend to threaten you. I know
Satyagraha can be abused and it is being
" done so frequently these days. . But I
earnestly hold that a conduct of truth
must be insistently followed so that
others’ heart may melt. Satyagraha is
the preparation to offer any sacrifice for
this conduct. And I maintain that if
there were one true Satyagrahi inthe
world he would produce his influence on
the whole world and the heart of the
latter would irresistibly melt. But he
must bear love towards the entire globe.

On the other hand we find today
fasts undertaken for every little work,
even for province—formation. This is all
wrong since we do see that it proc.lu,ceS
such reactions as are in complete variance
with the original object. Only that fast
is true which results in awakening
the feeling of love in all hearts. That
fast is false which results in producing
such untoward reactions as envy and dis-
putes. Fastis to be undertaken only
when we bear love towards the one ag-
ainst whom we fast and who should feel
ashamed of his conduct. After the fast
he must have a feeling that he was wrong

and wicked. Should the person against -
whom I fast or offer Satyagraha be one not

somoved in his heart, I must be regarded

Iam a true Satyagrahi only when the
other party is made to feel that I have
true love for him in my heart.

BHOODAN YATRA IS ALSO SATYAGRAHA

Therefore, do not be afraid when I
talk of Satyagraha. I say this for clarity
of thought and my feeling is that all that
I have been doing for the past two years
isa sort of Satyagraha. I have also studied
Satyagraha and tried to follow it to some
extent. Satyagraha never means doing
something against someone ‘on a' parti-
cular occasion. Merely opgosing some-
body is not ‘Satyagraha. So all that I
have been doingsmgoing round on foot, ex-
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plaining the idea to the people from vill-
age to village and asking for land—is
Satyagraha itself. S

It is wrong to assume that only a
pistol can prove violent. A fast can beas
much violent. I believe that my army
would prove to be so mighty and strong
that it would not require to fight, nor to
throw any arrow.- It has been said that
the opponent gets vanquished even at the
mere sound of the bugle. So also would
the bugle of our army be effective. When
lakhs of pbor men give donations a battle
would not be necessary. In Hazaribagh
I got four and a half Jakh acres. .ButI
said that the same did not satisfy me, I,
therefore, asked the workers there to exe-
cute 60,000 dan pathras which they
agreed to.- Why am I doing this ? When
God had to lift the Govardhan he asked
all to apply their ‘lathi’ (or stick) below it.
So I accept gifts from the poor because
this is the work to create popular
power. | :

If the Communist brothers would
think over the matter deeply they would
find that there is no better way to 'create
popular power. . '

WHY NOT APPEAL TO MINISTERS AND M. Ps ?

Question 1I:  Why don’t you ask all

. leaders, ministers and members of Parlia-

ment etc. who own land to donate ?
- Answer: Today people forget their

as an untrue or superficial Satyagrahi; : 2"1 duty, yet remember that of others.

But I try to bring home to all their own
duty. You well know that they are go-
ing round asking land for me. Do you
think people are’so ignorant as not to ask
them, before giving their donations, what
they have themselves given? Therefore
rest assured that when they have taken
to my work they would have undoubtedly
donated some land. But I am not aware
whetherthéy havegiven enough landornot.
Once a man lets'me in I am not going to
stay on in his courtyard :only, rather I
would go straight fo the kitchen with a
request for food to meet my hunger. - So
when somebody opens the door for me it
means I get a place in his household. I
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feel that the leaders of Bihar having
taken to this work would have donated
at least one-sixth of their own land.

* METHOD OF DISTRIBUTION OF LAND

Question III: Should not land be
distributed only through the committees
consisting of peasants and labourers?

- Answer: It directly means that the
poor should get land. . But there is no
reason to raise any misgivings about the
distributing system. I have formed such
rules and regulations for it as to leave no
room for doubts or partiality. Land
would go positively to the landless. Its
going to someone else would imply a
breach of trust as there are rules of land-
distribution. What is quite likely is that
in lieu of Ram, land may go to Krishna.
But both of them would be landless- in
"any case. Possibly, of the two one who
does get land may have seme grievance
in his heart. But Iimagine that some
way would be found out for him also in
such a big movement as this. In case the
land-owners are given land that means a
betrayal of confidence. Iam working on
right lines and that through peasantry.
labour committees alone. Indeed ours
would be a committee but without any
power. .The only reward its members
would get would be that of walking on
foot. They would have to go from village
to village and study the lands donated.
My method is such as to make the land-
less select from among themselves those
who should get land. .. In case there ig
sufficient land all of them would get it.
If not, we would beg for more lands in
the open meeting and then it would suffice
for all. My experience is that on such
occasions love springs up in people’s heart
and they do donate. OQur entire work
would be carried out in_public meetings,
and nothing in private. We would ask the
landless to select some from amongst
themselves. None other would have the
right to make this selection. Since there
is truth in the heart of the poor, they them.
selves speak out as to who is more poor
among them and hence : more deserving

www.vinoba.in
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of land. Iam not talking in the air. I say
it from my ‘own experience that one land-
less withdraws his name in favour of
another landless. Should they fail to do
so we have a toss then and there. This"
method is such that the land would go
only to the landless. = As all this is done
openly and the friend putting this question
would also be there. The members of
the Communist party of India should be
present there. Suppose I am the distri-
butor, I would ask you, “Have all the
landless assembled here? If not, why did
you not bring them here? I would hold
you guilty of negligence.”It only means my
work would not be complete as long as my
Communist brothers do not feel satisfied.
CEILING OR FLOORING ?

Question IV: Should there not be a

ceiling of land as pointed out by the
Kumarappa Committee?

Answer: The Committee r e c o m-
mends that the amount of ceiling should
be three times the land to be duly owned
by a cultivator. My friend who has
posed this question wants to convey that
we should move the Government for this.
I sympathise with his observation. - But
I want to tell my innocent brother that
this much alone would not suffice. I want
to explain to' my good friends of the Com.
munist Party of India that fixation of ceil.
ing does not help us seriously. I saw in
Ranchi that many have distributed land
among their relatives as soon as the idea
of ceiling went in the air! If we say that
25 acres are the limit, it means that a
family can own 200 acres. When all this
came to my notice 1 concluded that the
ceiling would not prove beneficial to the
}andless at any rate. I, therefore, want to
1mpress upon my Communist friends "that
they are on the wrong track, If you want
to do anything for the poor begin with
floorihg.  First resolve that e

very culti-
vator must have at least five acresof land.

* From Bindl “SARVODAYA May, '53

*
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- THE THREAD OF LIFE

.DOROTHY WILKINSON

o Crosspatch, Crosspatch, sit by the
fireand spin—the author of those lines was
a psychologist and occupational therapist
if ever there was one, for it is hard to

think of anyone remaining mentally ruf- -

fled while spinning. The very action of
. the wheel gives a sense of calm and rhy-
thm, qualities which ‘seep down into the
mind of the spinner and are .in compa-
tible with evil or troubled thought. So
Crosspatch may well be considered one
of the earliest patients on whom occupa-
. tional therapy was practised. '
SAVED HER LIFE 7
One of my spinning students of some
twenty odd years ago came to me from a
brain specialist, who recommended some
use of hand and foot which would bring
back co-ordination to those limbs, impair-
ed after a serious brain operation. . The
patient, a Scot and a very brave and
.determined lady, suggested spinning for
this remedial purpose and I was lucky
enough to be chosen to help her. I spent
hours with her while she patiently wrestl-
ed with the problem during several short
‘visits, since continued work of more than
twenty minutes or so was too tiring. The
. task seemed well nigh impossible till at
last we evolved a system which succeed-
ed so completely that the wheel and
hands “were controlled simultaneously.
Her joy can be imagined and she has
often told me that her spinning wheel
saved her life. ‘
- NBED FOR PRACTICE
I have taught all my pupils by this
method ever since and the normal student
usually gets hand and foot co-ordination
and spins within an hour’s tuition. But
Lalways take very good care to impress
on them that to spin well entails long and
Patient practice, and that no one will

 Spin well and easily unless they are care-

flly taughttomibyse what is happening
3

in each part of the mechanism of a spin-
ning wheel. '
_ SPINNING UNDER AIR RAIDS

"For the practised spinner I believe
there are few things more conducive to a
calm and balanced mind than spinning.
One of my students told me that during
the London Blitz she always got her
wheel. She lived in a big block of flats
and at first, as all the inhabitants went to
the shelter in the basement, she went too,
and hated it.” One evening, when the
sirens went, she happened to be spinning
and she continued to spin. ~After that
evening she made a practice of getting
her wheel as soon as the raids began and,
instead of waiting in the shelter fora
direct hit or for the danger to pass, she
was calmly.and happily spinning at the
top of the building. There is no better
way to keep one’s head than to use one’s
hands, of this I am sure,

To talk of the things one loves is
always to risk being thought sentimental,
but the time that I spend in spinning
gives me some of my greatest happiness

'and spinning wheels have come to be

some of life’s most priceless possessions.

‘As the yarn travels from my hands on to
‘the bobbin it seemsto conjure up thoughts
" of beautiful things that I have known—

thoughts of those I have loved who are
no longer with me in this life, music,
mountains, downs and hills and flowing
rivers, the ebb and flow of tides and the
sound of the sea. Perhaps flowing water,
of all things in nature, comes most to
mind, for the flow of fleece to the wheel
instinctively suggests it. I always tell
my pupils to keep the fleece ‘fluid,” so
that it goes as running water towards th
spindle eye. . :
FEELING OF ETERNITY :
Spinning gives to me wonderful
feelings of Eternity. As I cast my mind
backwards to the countless thousands of
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that mankind has spun and forward
tyc;eztlllxz ti?ne'when my last length of thread

will be spun, as I watch the little bridge

of fleece travelling ever onwa_rds to be-
come thread, itseems symbolic of that
tiny step which we all shall take from
this world to the next. When my own
time is up’ and my wheel is still and I

SARVODAYA

shall spin on it no more, I can only hope
that others will find in it the joy that.I
have found and that on and on, for still
thousands and thousands of years, yarn
will yet be spun by one of God’s best
gifts—the human hand.

From ‘HARNAN,” 13—7—'53

- " The

- - the general points of criticism b
tialities of the Bhoodan Yagna. -

o :I am glad, Mira Behn, through her
frank article on her misgivings -about the
Bhoodan Yagna, has touched off a
thought-provoking discussion in the
columns of “Hindustan Times.” I wish
other papers also help the discussion on
this vital subject, for it is afterall awaken-
ed and alert public opinion that makes
a- nation.  Hence T place below the
thoughts which Mira: Behn's article stirred
up in my mind. B

I am sure, had Mira Behn been able

to follow closely the evolution of Bhoodan, |
s solution of

'since  Vinobaji found thj

our land problem, she would certainly

have joined hands with him in develop.

ing it into a stil] greater movement.

apart from the material redistribution of
ovement aims at generating g

Non-violent power of the

. Mira Behn and every construc.-
tive worker who has had the experience
of constructive work under the auspices
of Swarajya “Government have undoub.

tedly come to realise the need of such

power which they hag enjoyed in Bapu's
time on account of hig immense hold op
Our masses, ]ana-shakti, as Vinoba callg
It, is opposed to the power of violence,

www.vinoba.in

Significance of Bhoodan
. An Answer to Mira Behn's Criticism
PRABODH CHOKSHI, saBARMATI

Sometime aéo Mira Behn wrote in the [
Bhoodan Yagna. Many answered her and shg replied to them.
to enter now into a controversy. But the writer

For

people (Jana.

“Hindustan Times” criticising
It is not for us
of this article tries to- cover’

y going into the larger implications and poten-

and is distinct from the coercive of fiscal
powers of the State and its laws. From
point of view of non-violent evolution
Jana-shakti is of a much higher order than
the power of legislation or monetary aids
Y 2 centralised Government, which al-
ways needs police and armyto buttress it.
Bhoodan Yagna directly appeals to

the people and awakens them to their
problems and their solutions. Simultane-
ously it offers to the people a construc-
tive programme of rebuilding our nation
er values. Soin contrast with the

on high

convulsive revolutions of France, Russia
and China, the power of the people in
India unfoldsitself through the instrument.
ality of this Yagna, in a positive way. It
is this particular aspect of Bhoodan Yagna
which is of permanent importance. Vino.
ba has so many times said that he attaches
less importance to the number of acres
received than in the awakening of the

_ people’ through th

arvodaya
s 1.



THE SIGNIFICANCE OF. BH,OODAN

After Bapu’s death Vinoba was con-
sciously endeavouring to rediscover
Ahimsa for solving our post-freedom pro-
blems. Underlying all his experiments of
Kanchan-mukii, Samyayogi Swavalam-
ban and his walking tour to Hyderabad
and thence to Communist dominated Tel-
angana, the inner urge wasto put his whole
being in rhythm with the heartbeats of our
ancient people. During his Sarvodaya
Yatra Vinoba saw for himself that the land-
less were the lowliest. Every de;cade saw
thousands of landless deserting their
homes in a last desperate bid to be able
to use their God-given hands so as to fill
their stomachs. Population in many vill-
ages thus remained menacingly constant.
Trees and cattle were no doubt suffering.
But who could tend them, when man to
whom it is given to tend them, was un-
able to keep body and soul together.
Gyanadas has said: “Man is the highest
truth; nothing above him.” '

There were heaps of problems but
where was the power to resolve:them?

Harping upon the problems was put--

ting the cart before the horse and
made the mind bitter which is not conge-
nial at all for a seeker of truth and non-
violence. Vinoba was very clear about
fundamentals on which Bapu rose and
raised us, but till the Shivarampalli
Sarvodaya Conference (1951) he had no
inkling of an idea of Bhoodan Yagna. He
never invented or chalked out the pro-
gramme intellectually. He was rather
confronted with the discovery accidentally
when a donorat Pochampalli (Telangana)
wanted to share some of his land with the
landless Harijans in fulfilment of the
desire of his dead father. Vinoba knew
well he was only an instrument in this
revelation of the age-old spirit of dan
that is having one’s belonging with others.
He took this as a divine indication and a
challenge to him. Humbly of course, he
took it up and launched the modern
Yagna that is National Effort, to bring
ab09t a Yugantar—a revolution—on the
Indian sojjyinosthe Indian tradition.
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People spontaneously: and tremendously
responded. If we fail to see these sources
of the movement, certainly we will be
baffled by the fact that more than a .
million acres are given away by our
people, whose celebrated ancestors:
fought an all-devouring war of Maha-
bharat, for one Duryodhan would not give

an inch of land to his rightful brothers,

Let us not miss the central fact about this
unprecedented’ movement.  Figures in

acres simply help to. measure the

rising tempo of this popular awakening.

One may legislate and’ redistribute five

crore acres-and one will have whatever

material benefits such equitable distribu-

tion should yield. .But the mere collec-

tion of as many acres by direct appeal to

the people stands on an entirely different

plane. Each donation means an active

convert to' your ideology with about ten

inactive supporters behind. The target
of five crore acres is the turning point in

the war of values. The level of national
consciousness that would be reached when
realising the target would perhaps be

more than sufficient to change the whole

complexion of our agronomy and national

economy in general. : ?

Theultimate goal is not rehabilitation
of some lakhs of landless labourers. That
would happen as a matter of course. But
theé real aim is the establishing of the
principle that land (this includes all
basic means of production) belongs to
God. Only the village society asa whole
can hold it on His behalf. The Panchayat
may try a tenure system of its liking, say
of giving licences td individual tillers or
its groups or it may collectively till all
land and share equally the fruits. This
principle that the ‘Society is the admini-
strator of all land of God” is quickly
ripening whether one welcomes it or is
afraid of it for thetime being,and it seems
to assimilate all that is worth imbibing in

the Western principle of the fundé.mental
rights of holding private property as well
as the socialistic and communistic



principles which have

sprung up as
antithesis to the former.

- Tt is'not a tall talk! Seated wherewe

are, far removed from the realities on
which Vinoba walks, this would seem to
. us to be too tall when written or read in
black and white. ~But it assumes really
tall proportions when one, after overcom-
ing the initial cynicism seesit being work-
ed out on the red black terra firma.of our
country. Unless we doggedly shut our
eyes, we can relish the fact that the
Prajasooya Yagna is wonderfully invok-
ing the spirit of our agesand with its help
is bringing about a revolution. It is
Bapu's trick repeated.” "A"hank of, hand-
spun yarn in the twenties—no matter it
was of good' quality or bad—out of all
proportion with itsmonetary value, thread-
ed the hearts of millions and set' astir a:
whole nation. * An acre or half of even
waste land isa token of surrender to a
mightier and better social order that is

coming through what Vinoba terms as
~ Vichar Kranti and not mere Bhoo-krants.

- I quite understand the inner feelin
‘of Mira Behn.. The great and faithful
companion of nature and :the animal
world that she has béen and she is, she
cannot but desire to see her: cattle and
trees inthe forefront always. One can
respect-and-love her more for that truly
motherlike anxiety. But let her be assured
that, if she does not find her cattle -and
trees in the front lines today, it is never be-

cause they are neglected. They are like

the beloved and respected ones at -horie
for whose honour and protection’ battles
are fought. It isnot in cancellation of
Bapu's constructive programme that this
Yagna is launched. - .It is just for that
programme that this mighty effort is set
afoot to generate a motor force. Khadi,
for example, is ridiculed or treated like a
poor relation. in “the present centralised
economic set-up.  But think, what would
happen when an autonomous village
Planning Council sits to ponder over the
question of supplementing their agri.
culture by other village industries. Can
You imagine khadi ot the cow or trees be.

‘g forgotten ? The whole machinery to. |

day is geared against Bapu’s programme.
It is to reverse the gear without violent
shocks that Bhoodan is inaugurated. We
want to perform the. holy sacrifice of
national Renaissance. But where is the
altar? How -except on land can one

build anything? First comes adhishihan.

(the basis) and then enushthan

(the pro-
gramme). ‘ -

-+ We may analytically and critica-lly'

examine the various aspects of Bhoodan
Yagna. - But what purpose can we serve
if we forget the overall perspective that
fixes the order of importance? We ana-
lyse not for the love of vivisection. We
analyse so that we may better synthesise.
Redistribution of land on the material
outer feature, say the physique of this
Yagna, and as such no pains should be

- spared to make it the most- healthy and

perfectan abode of spirit. But ultimately
the Yagna can fulfil itself by its" ability
to establish higher  values for governing
the socio-economic life of human beings.
The aim of Gandhis and Vinobas seems
to be very high, but never too high to be
attainable if substantial part of the -cons-
cious intelligentia lends its hand to it. -

A COMPLETE SET OF
GANDHIJI'S BOOKS

Autobiography .
A Gandhi Anthology — Book 1
" Bapu’s Letters to Ashram Sisters
Gandhiji’s Autobiography (Abridged)
Gandhiji’'s Correspondence with
Government (1942-44) .
Gleanings Gathered at Bapu’s Feet
Hind Swaraj
Key to Health
Ramanama :
Rebuilding Our Villages
Satyagraha in S. Africa
Selected Letters—I
ge}?céions from Gandhi
elf-Restraint v. Self-Indulgen
The Nation’s Voice gence
"To the Students
Towards Non-Violent Socialism

Unto This Last (A Paraphrase)
Women and Social Injustice
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'Manyf friends have evinced .a good
deal of interest in- my “rest: cure” and
various interpretations have been given to
it. I have been asked if.1 would set
forth the facts in a statement. After think-
ing the matter over it struck'me that the
question - might -be, not:merely “one. to
satisfy curiosity but oné of some edu-
cative value and I have agreed to deal
with it in this article. : '

Some fifteen -years ago a partial

stroke was noticed as my right side turned
paralytic for a few hours. . Dr. Jivaraj
Mehta and M. D. Gilder examined me
and found that this attack was consequént
on development of high blood pressure
of the nervous type and ordered complete
rest. Immediately our motherly nurse,
Gandhiji, carried me away to Sevagram
from Maganvadi and kept me under his
personal care for a year and cut down
my daily work and responsibilities. -

‘ With this admirable training in self-
care I have been able to carry on since
then, doing about 10 to .12 hours’ work
daily when well and slowing down when
not quite so well." In the last few years
my physical strength has been weakening
under the strain of over sixty years. In
spite of all that, with due care and daily
adjustment I have been able to travel far
and wide covering China, Japan, Germany
and Soviet Russia and at the same time
carrying on my usual work.

Last May, I attended a conference
on the Study ‘of Society by some Christian
youth held at Coonoor. At this time I
had a partial stroke lasting intermittently
for about a week. 1 was taken to Victoria
Hospital at Bangalore for examination.
The Chief Physician, after three days of

etailed examination, advised complete
relief from all responsibilities and daily
direction of work and, if possible, - retire-

_ment from getixe,life.
4

_TRUTH ABOUT MY “RETIREMENT"

i+ . J.°C. KUMARAPPA
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o e oo A
- I placed this medical recommerdas
tion before the Sarva: Seva Sangh asking
for leave to" retire and 1 Have ‘been <re-
quested not to retire.completely just'now
but to slow down' the tempo of -work,
reduce my!touting and pitch my tent in
any one place and help with my-advice
and guidance without taking responsibi-
lity for day-to-day work. ThisI am try-
ing to do and implement their wishes as
far as my health will permit. -

~ My. stepping out of the ‘track has
given rise to :a number of speculative
comments and criticisms which I have
been asked to explain. I must say, I have
been amazed at the amount of public
interest shown in the scrappy news of my
“retirement” in the press. E ‘

Some "thought that this'was a cloak
for some internal difference of opinion
within the Sarvodaya group which -had
led me to dissociate myself from the rest
under the plea of health. - In every live
body, there must be differences in “detajl
and especially among persons seeking to
find a new way of life in the present
disturbed world. We do have sharp differ-
ences; but none so strong as to warrant a
deviation from the main purpose :and’
cause me. to run away from the work
allotted by Gandhiji. Mine must be to do
or die. But no such fatal occasion "has
risen. ,

I have had nothing but affectionate
consideration and concern from my close
colleaghes. Kaka Kalelkar wrote that it
was time I halted and took serious notice -
of the medical advice, as in his opinion,
I had been burning the candle at both
ends for a long time. Vinobaji, in his
usual tender way, objected to my engag-
ing myself even in revising my writings.
He wanted me to take rest completely.
This is overdoing it because of pure love.

Some had objected to the extending
of my activities in the last few years
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studying: nation building work.in People's'-

China and‘Soviet Russia. In some cases
such objection was due to their. feeling .
that in the interests of my health I was
already. camying: too. héavya load.
Others, mainly because of political reas:
ons, felt that [ was -hobnobbing with
“Communists” who.were “viclent people”.
and that, therefore, ‘such-contacts were
undesirable! I replied to the Hattepsthat
even during the ‘days of Jesus somewell
meaning folks objected to:His mingling
with “publicans and- sinners and I re-
minded them of His retort “They that
are whole need not a physician but they
that are sick.” Likewise, if the Commu-
nists-were- violent then the place of those
of us who. are firm believers in non-viol-
ence would be by the side of such Commu-
nists in order to neutralise the violence
around them.  Unfortunately, even some
high placed Congressmen have not suffi-
cient confidence’ in their faith to allow
~ themselves this freedom of contact. Or,
are they so obsessed with power politics
that they fear that any legitimate praise,
from impartial non-party friends, of any
good dgne by Communist countries wiil
neptrahse any reputation these politicians
might possess, but which was not earned
by themselves but by the constructive
work of those who are” with us no more?
This attitude is not worthy of any self.
respecting party leaders. - We should
stand on our own merits and generate our
own power. Let people honour us and
follow us because of our services to them
rather than because of our loud shouts of
“Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai.” If we serve
the people in a real way they will stand
by us. We need not fear the withdrawal
of their.support.
" In this world torn by suspicion and
hatred we cannot afford to ignore even
the slightest contribution to Peace irrespec-
tive of the quarter from which it ma
emanate, much less can we drag into 1t
,p’olitical or party considel-'ations.. A
Communist saving a drowning child is
nuch more Prai§éivdrthy than ten Con-
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gressmen with folded -hands deploring it
as the act of " Communist.- - Hence my
regret)is my co-operation in the cause of
Peace has been handicappéed for the
present by an illtimed stroke of blood

pressur€ and'I trust, béfore long, 1" shall -

get.over-it-and- serve our -people bettes,
May this prayer be granted :sooner,.than
we anticipate.”* . - . .0 -
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ENDLESS FIVE MILLION

— ProF. T. N. JAGADISAN — :

Gandhiji’s original constructive 'pr'ograrnme consisted of 18 points including

Leprosy. The Mahatma’s perspnal, attention to .the leprosy—affected .Sri Parachure

Shastri is a supreme act of service embracing the millions yvho?.,'re'victi'ms to this, disease.

Leprosy exists in almost every countr}:,.bu} it is wideéspread ‘ih the ‘j'.':p'plca.lf‘ and sgb-

tropical countties. ** This moving appeal is from.the book "“Leprosy and the Social
Worker’’ published by Shri. T. N. Jagadisan, as a guide t6 Sarvodaya Sevaks. :

‘Would you like to be a friend of
. five million people scattered all over the
world? Would you like to help them,
without putting your hand into your
pocket or inconvenienc¢ing yourself in'any

way? You may never meet any of ‘them

not even know their names, still you can
be their friend, whoever you are, wher-
ever you may be. _—

They are the five million people —
men, women and children of ‘every race
* and nationality — who suffer .from lep:
rosy. Many of them need money, medi-
cines, homes, hospitals. All of them need
friends; not merely in the restricted per-
sonal sense but in the larger spheres of
the community, the country and the whole
world. Their greatest needis of under-
standing that comes from knowledge, of
sympathy born of understanding, and the
spontaneous helpfulness that follows true
sympathy. Ina word: F' riendship.

What is it that we who wish to be
their friends should know about them?
There. is, unfortunately, much that we
have to unlearn, before we can begin to
know the facts of their condition. In-
grained in the minds. of most of us —
intellectuals, as well as illiterates, — arg
ideas and beliefs about leprosy, hardene
by time and sanctified by .superstltlon,
but entirely unjustified and inhumane; SO
deep-rooted are they, that the truth isapt
to be greeted with incredulity or accepte
without conviction. -

Try it on yourself! Here are spnlﬂle
Statements about leprosy, based on well-
established scientific data: '

- Leprosy is not hereditary; .the.rgaspl:
why it sometimes runs in families is tha
healthy pessongespecially children) live

in intimate contact with an infective

patient in the-house. It has no connection ¢

whatever with venereal disease or sexual
excéss. It is not very infectious; in ”fa'ct,
about eight pér cent of leprosy patients

" {in India, at any rate) are non-infective,

and in the remaining cases, close and
prolonged contact with them is necessary
for healthy persons to contract the disease.
Adults rarely get the infection, even with
prolonged contact; children up to the age
of fourteen are particularly susceptible,.
though the actual manifestations ‘of the
disease may appear much’ later. It is
not essentially 4 painful or crippling
condition; the relatively short bouts of
exacerbation can be controlled by proper
treatment, -and deformities are largely
preventable and capable of correction by
simple measures. The pitiful stage of
the diséase exhibited by roadside beggars
is by no means the inevitable end-result

_of leprosy; indeed, it occurs in- a tiny

fraction of cases, and is due to lack .of
personal and medical care. Leprosy
does not kill; patients can live long and
active lives, even if their disease leaves
some scars or marks behind.

Can you stomach these truths?
you accept them without

Do
mental re-

.servations? If so, you are an exception
‘to the rule. Prejudice dies hard. But,

with the impact of scientific knowledge
and social enlightenment, it will be
destroyed and mankind will see leprosy
as it really is: Just one of the multitude
of ills that flesh is heir to. ‘
Meanwhile, five million. human be-
ings, all over the world, long for friends.

“The only qualification needed isa change

of heart.
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I'n the course-of his talk to the stud-
ents at the Chandil Sammelan, ~Shri
Jayaprakashji advised them to leave their
studies for-a year or twoand engage them-
selves ini the Bhoodan work. Thereupon
the 'students sought my opinion on’' this.
I told them, “you will be well-advised "to
leave your colleges even if you are not
for 'working in the Bhoodan - Movement.”
It was great joy for them to hear such
advice. ‘ '

Knowledge Outside College Walls

It happened 37 years ago. I left my
college and set out in search of knowledge.
Many things were available in the college,
but knowledge was not. On:coming out
I found so many gates open to the domain
of knowledge on all sides. My devotion
to knowledge continues. to this day un-
diminished: ' I hold to the belief that
there is nothing nobler .or purer than true
knowledge. - Therefore I.could not be
looking on while valuable time was being
wasted. I have always been in touch with
students and I now and then enquire and
acquaint myself with what is being taught
in schools and colleges: - The menu that
was being served under the name of edu-
cation 37 years ago, ‘is. continued to be
served today with very-little or no modifi-
cation. Our country was under subjection
then, but it is now free. Even after so big
a change, we do not see any noticeable
.change in the educational system as such.

~ Lifeless Activity
While on one side crores of people in
the country. are engagéd in lifeless physi-
“‘cal laboug, o the other side lakhs of

-
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students are served with a rfoolish edu-
cation completely divorced from physical
activity. The popiilation. has'got divided
into two distinct classes—the masters and
the ‘servants — i. e., those who issue orders
and those who carry them out. Meanness,
poverty and misery have become’ the
order of the day. ot
The Middle Class

""" Incertain place a complaint was
lodged with me by some on behalf of the
the middle class people.. They said:
“The condition of the middle class is
really very bad. ‘The upper class poss-
esses money and the lower class has got
at least the capacity to work. We have
neither toney nor the ability to do physi-

cal labour. Our -households consist of
but' a single bread - winner with many
mouths to fill. We are brought upin a
tradition which is a stranger’ to the
maxim, ‘cut your coat according to the
cloth available. There is no possibility
of earning enough to ‘maintain the life we
are accustomed to. Will you give us also
lands as you afe giving to the poor?” 'l
replied: “I have absolutely no ‘objection
in giving you land; but you should have
for receiving. You cannot certainly work
on the land yourselves. How -then can
you receive land? So long as the "present
system of education does not change the
sufferings of the middle class will- not

cease.” . '
If during the formative years the

‘body does not get acclimatised to sun
‘and rain, cold and wind how can one

even with the best of intentions, "work" in
the fields? (From Bindl “SABVODAYA." June, '53)

X—. .



% VISIT TO VINOBA »

— ACHARYA

I have from the beginning takena
keen interest in Vinoba's novel experi-
ment, conceived in Gandhian technique
to getland to the landless. I followed
expectantly his foot marches through
Telangana. Iexpected that after he had
created the necessary . atmosphere, the
Government would step in to complete
his work. If this had been done, I am
sure the Communists would not have
scored in that area the advantage they
did over the Congress in the last General
Election.

When after Hyderabad Sri Vinoba
came to U. P. for the Bhoodan mission I
made haste to meet him and discussed
with him his plans. Throughout his U. P.
tour, workers of the Gandhi Ashram,

Meerut, placed themselves at his service.

The Sarvodaya Sammelan of last year
was held at Sevapuri, the constructive
work centre of the Gandhi Ashram near
Banaras. The Bhoodan work after Vino-
ba's departure from U. P. is continued
by my colleagues of the Gandhi Ashram.

It was, therefore, natural that when
I was in Patna and he was near enough, I

should meet him. He was at the village-

Navada in Gaya District, a distance of
seventyfive miles from Patna. I left Patna
by _ieep to reach there in time for the
evening prayer where Sri Vinoba gives
his daily discourse about his mission,

its philosophy, its possibilities, and

answers objections raised. When I arriv-
ed'he was expected at the prayer meeting
which in the meantime was being address-
ed by his colleagues. They were explain-
Ing to the village congregation the scope
of the ‘Bhoodan Yagna’ as they callit,
and its possible effects pn village life.
Then came Sri Vinoba. Tge prayer meet-

Ing began in an atmosphere reminiscent,
°§ Bapu's prayast*ineetings.  As soom as

KRIPALANI —

 the prayer began all babbling ceased-

There were recitations from the Geeta
and the usual Ramdhun which can be
equally appropriately called Rahim
Dhun, emphasising the unity of religions.
The prayer ended with the recitation of a
verse enunciating the basic disciplines
(Vritas), helpful to spiritual and social -
life such as non-violence, truth, non-
possession, and Brahmacharya. The verse
is of Sri-Vinoba's own composition. - The
prayer over, Sri Vinoba began his dis-
course in a homely conversational style.
It was confined to the significance of his
movement. ‘Its basic principle isthat land,
like air and water, is nature’s gift, and
should belong to nmobody as individual
property. In the spiritual language Sri
Vinoba uses, and which his village audi-.
ence can readily understand, he' said that’
land belonged to Narayan (God). The.
tiller of the soil has certain rights -to its
produce. He too cannot claim. property-
rights in perpetuity.. The community-has
and should have the right to’equitabler
redistribution - periodically undertaken.
After having enunciated this basic phi-
losophy about the possession of .land he
answered certain objections raised against-
his movement. -~ - . . 5 SR

Somebody had objected: that he was
helping in the further sub-division of land
to.the detriment of production. ‘Sri- Vino-
ba's answer was that it had yet to be:
proved thatlarge-scale farming.was more
economic and productive than intensive
small farming where the -farmer and his
family put to real-hard work. Somebody
else had objected . that he' by his move-
ment was encouraging, begging. He re-
plied that he did not approach. land-
owners with a begging bowl. He merely
wanted restitution of what belonged to -
the community without recourse to legal

~or political action. Why then was he




46 SARVODAYA

taking land from those who had no more
than what they needed? To this-his reply
was that he should not deny even to the
poor the opportunity and the merit of do-
ing good at personal sacrifice. Moreover,

stch donors would be hi§ soldiérs. in‘any = in possession of the owners for "centuries

struggle " that  might one day become

necessary to givé to the ‘masses what re- -

ally belongs to them:. He was also charg-

and “coercion' as instrument to get’ land

.gifts, in as much as he declared that if-

the proprietors’ of large tracts of land

did not voluntarily ‘surrender their land-
to the landléss, it would be tikén aw%y"
o

this he said that he was meither using. who participated in.it. "And this goes

ffom them in‘a bloody revolution.

coefcion nor fear. He only warned land-
lords against the consequences ‘of their

action or inaction, even asa doctor would"

warn his patient against particular con-
duct if he was to regain health. He was
only enunciating "'the  scientific law of
cduse and effect. ™ '

- Somebody had objected that he was
using the instrument of a sense of shame
to get land. His answer was that there
is a kind of shame which is good and

which leadsto civilized social conduct.:

Most-of us go straight because we are
afraid of the adverse opinion of our neigh-'
bours and do not like to be placed in‘the
situations that will make us feel ashamed
before them. He further illustrated this
by a homely example. The child moves
almost naked without shame till some

day he feels ashamed of his- nakedness."

When he feels this kind of shame he has
become a member of the, society. This

shame is a social quality which in an:

average individual ensures right conduct.

Tothose who said that the Bhoodan move-

ment was postponing the’day of revolu.
tonary restitution by rehabilitating in
the esteem of the ma

sses landowners who
kept the bulk of their land and parted
with a few acres, Vinobaji said he was
there creating a p

(ore creatin owerful
against land-possession, and was creatine
- a - N . g
a non’-vm‘;gmim,gg,lutlon'ary army in the

villages. Some critics said that the land

-he-was getting was barren and uncultiva-
_ble. Vinobaji said this was not true.

He was getting both good and bad lands.
But even the bad lands given had been

and yet-they had not parted with them.
This value he was taking away from them

- and distributing it among the poor.
ed by some of his critics with using fear’

After his speech somebody announc-
ed the gifts of land promised in the
course of the day. The prayer meeting,
though a business-like affair was vyet
impressive. It affected the congregation '
as a solemn Yagna. A kind of spiritual
atmosphere was created. - It exalted those

on from day to day‘and from ‘village' to
village. The effect of the movement can
be appreciated only by those' who have
attended ‘the prayer meeting addressed
by Sri Vinoba.  The movement has revo-
lutionary possibilities. - But about ‘this I
shall write on some future occasion,

~ Condensed from ** VIGIL "
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Land is a 'problém par excellence
to-day: Even-asthe famous dictum of

Rousseau “Man is born : free, but he is.

everywhere in chains’: the new slogan
“The tiller is the owner of the soil but he
is -everywhere its slave” has got hold of
the thoughts of the people. In an agri-

cultural country like India with a . pre--

dominant rural population, the solution
of land problem is said 'to be: the ‘only
antidote to the onrushing Communism.

with'its attendant poison of violence..

More than-all, the zeal of a reformer, the
urge of a -revolutionary is pressed into:
service.to solve it. Hence the move-
ment of Bhoodan Yagna, generated :and
nurtured by Shri Vinoba is in accord
with the genius of - the people: It'is
asserted that if Mahatma Gandhi were
alive, this. would have been: his pro-
gramme of work now. ' -
" While it has thus caught the imagi-
nation of the people, powerful = criticsare
not wanting to.pick holes and cause con-
fusion worse confounded the. result of

which would mean only the preservation ,

of the status quo if it could be done.
So it is better to take serious note of all,

the objections and meet rather than ignore -

them. Like all problems of life and
truth, the problem isall comprehensive and

it cannot be dealt with inany partial,

There is no use of having a

manner. .
approach..

mere intellectual or emotional

The solution must be acceptable to the.

heart as well as the mind " if it were to be
in consonance with truth or approximate
toit. Some of the criticisms ethical and
economical advanced are on these lines.

1. “Bhoodan” is. the gift by the
s«Havés”-to “Have-Nots” while it may
please the vanities of the philanthropist

jandowners, it wounds the self-respect of

the poor landless peasants. The truth
behind the maximb#¥What is -not paid: for;

. S. LAKSHMIRATHAN BHARATHI, u. A, B. L.

is not worth having” is not realised by its
votaries, There is no substantial and
inspiring role yet prescribed for the
donees to show that they deserve the gifts.
To ascribe. the sins to all landowners and
then prescribe a Prayachiitam by way
of “Bhoodan” is far-fetched and do not
carry conviction. :

2. " Agricultural yield is most meagre:
and poor in this  country and so to in-
crease and maximise production by most
efficient land-management must be the
immediate objective. ~Bhoodan not only
fails to take noteof it but.is likely to go
cl:_'?unter to this - objective  in its working.

or:
© (i) It leads to fragmentation rather
than consolidation :of holdings. :

(i) Seeks to distribute land to the
ignorant and illiterate peasants who (@)
have not knowledge of the best methods
or cultivation and (b) lack utterly the
wherewithal or the. means like cattle,
agricultural implements, capital etc., for
efficient cultivation. : :

(iii) It emphasises and leads to.
individual ownership and farming and is
against or at any rate mot- conducive to
promoate co-operative, joint or collective
farming whereby maximum yield under
most efficient management can be secured.

" (iv) “Bhoodan Movement” by, its

very non-violént and voluntary nature,
while it is successful in its appeal in areas
where lands of poor value are already
available in plenty and consequently
where there is no acute land problem has
failed generally so far in meeting with
adequate response in -areas situate in
districts like Tanjore where there have
been various troubles and clashes between.
the tillers and: landowners.

(v) It is not the lack of lands. that
stands in the. way of States solving the
acute problem. It is more the lack of
resources to give trainipg and provide
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capital a nd _wherewithal to landless
cultivators. That peasants from villages
are ready to leave even to-day for distant
and strange countries as coolies rather
than settle down and take to cultlvai:'lon
in areds where lands can be easily assign-
ed to them by the States clearly proves
the point. T S

. p (vi)  “Bhoodan Scheme” has failed;,‘
to consider and lay down (a)a minimum.
self-sufficient holding for a family with
reference to categories of land secured
and distributed, (b) further provision and
distribution to meet the requirementsof a
growing family. . .
. ": So'thisis only a haphazard, rough-
and ready treatment of a quack to solve.
a_.malignant malady and is therefore
likely to induce more complications in its.
wake. o

~"(vii) No permarnernt modus
operandi is ‘evolved which would
take cogrisance of and continuously suit
the changing situations in working out
the principles of “The tiller should own
the land”, “The land should be most.
efficiently cultivated.” '

. While n6 claim is made ‘that these
are exhaustive, it will be  admitted they
are fairly illustrative. 5

Toa close follower of the move-.
ment it will be further clear that Shri
Vinobayji’s vision comprehends all or most:
of these criticisms, That is why he im-
presses the workers and people about not
only ““Bhoodan’ but also “Sampat-dan’
as well as gifts of cattle and other agri-.
cultural implements., Of late his insis- -
tence on  “Vichar Shasan” searchfy]
thinking and conversion of people and
“Kartritva-Vibhagam*  distribution of
work among individuals cannot but relate
to the solving of the difficulties pointed
out by a careful and scientific approach.
Only he is veryclear and definite that
this all consuming des:ge‘ can be cured
not by ¢ Danda-8akthi” or mere ‘legisla.
tive or executive sanction but by “Lokg.

;*" popular power alone,” He hag
esxa;'te}?slyp sé&‘?&wg_}?f‘t this- * Kartritvg.

.declared to be p

tillers by creation or r
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Vibhagam® means decentralisation of
vesting the villages with power and con-
verting them into Gramarajyas or repub-
lics. “The State, Central or Regional
cannot”, according to him,“develop enough
intelligence to plan or govern all or num-
berless villages well and wisely.”  Nay
he has gone one step further. Brushing
aside the suggestion to fix the ceiling he.
emphasises the necessity of first fixing
up the lowest limit of land that a cuit.
vation should own categorically laying
down ‘‘land distribution’ isa part of
a plan ““lo train the people’ in the
use of their intelligence and in shoulder.
ing their individual responsibilities in the
social whole. Thus the landless labour
who work like lifeless machines-now are
to be not mere passive donees. It s
intended to put life into them and make
them take the initiative and power to act.

How are the workers going to accomp-
lish this? May one very well ask! Shri
Vinobaji has not explained, all the details

and yet the process of distribution has.
already begun.

Thinking aloud one may wish
whether the process would not be evolved
and worked out on the lines indicated
below ultimately by the States as well as
the villages and workers. ’

() Land as air and water will be

roperly held in trust for
the benefit of all. e

(ii) Itmustever be put to the best uge
and never in such manner as to lead to
any exploitation either (a) of the land jt-
self by Improverishing it or (0) of the
ecognition of rights

against their interests by law, custom or

otherwise.
(ii) So the slo
the tillers’ would o

and
would be assured

from all exploitation,

- (@) The minimum extent of self-
sufﬁqlent holding or- the lowest limit of
and for g cultivator's family will be fixed

gan ‘land belongs to
nly mean, that their
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according to the nature and capacity of
the land,

(v) Resources and means such as
cattle, agticultural implements, manures
and seeds etc., for the most effiicient cul-
tivation of lands will be made available
to all cultivators. | ' :

. (vi) Last but not the least, the cul-
tivator will not: only be resuscilated
from his death pangs, and made to draw
the fresh breath of life of a free country
but will be trained to make use of his
'intelligence and shoulder his individual
Tesponsibilities in the social whole.

(vii) Individual or joint, co-opera-
tive or collective farming as may be
required to maximise production by the
most efficient land management may then
flower and blossom forth., N
. (viii) With'a view to (@) work out
‘the above ‘principles (b) realise the
maximum yield by the most efficient land
‘management (¢) attend to the equitable
distribution for consumption of the agri-
-cultural produce (d) develop agro indust-
‘ries (€) market the surplus etc., the villa-
ges will be clothed with' the sufficient
'powér and the adequate resources.

 The possession and management of
all the lands in each village may be
‘vested-in the village panchayat, corpora-

more.”
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tion or commune composing of all the
the actual tillers resident in that village.
Those who do not take part in cultiva-
tion will automatically cease to be mem-
ber of that body. »
That legal title or ownership in the
lands may be allowed to continue enabl-
ing them to receive a share of the pro-
duce as may be fixed equitably till the
ownership is transferred gradually to the
said organisation either through ¢‘Bhoo-
dan,”’ purchase, acquisition or otherwise.
Suitable Legislation embodying all
these provisions and enable the villages
to immediately apply all or parts of such
Statute at the 6ption may be immediately
brought into existence. . '
(One may still be a DoubtingThomas
and ask how all this miracle is to happen.
In the words of Shri Vinobaji, the “Loka-

Sakthi” generated in the individual, the

community, the village and -State, both

‘Central and Regional will and must
-accomplish this.) : o

To one who still cavils at and-doubts
the capacity, intelligence-and ingenuity
of man to accomplish this happy state of
affairs for himself, we can verily say
“your appeal to the Danda-Saktht of
State or any other force cannot do. you

N
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EDUCATION

FOR LIVING

— WILFRED WELLOCK —

Mr. Wellock in his-Orchard Lea Paper, No. 9, analyses the modern materialistic
education which aims only at cash values, paid jobs and material abundance with no
consideration of the needs of human personality and spiritual purpose of life. In the
concluding part which is given below he describes Gandhiji’s Basic Education as the
ideal system of education for life leading to ‘“‘human wholeness through Self-ex-
pression, Self- discovery and Self-development.”

Creative handwork m a ke s the
whole world.kiny»and €veryone should
render his mead of it asa duty to him-

6.

self and to his kind. With a spade or
other tool in his hand a man steps out of
the prison-house of caste and class and
becomes a member of the human race.
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And I discovered many - years ago that

a-garden may -become -a gymnasium, a
university, a_sanctuary for meditation, a
haven of beauty and inspiration, and a
- storehouse of food. " What more can one
ask of anything? But is gardening econo-
mic?. Ireply: is falling in love? Is
marriage and bringing up a. family ? .Is
poetry, or music ? All these ._thmgs are
‘bought at a_price, a high price, which we
pay.gladly because it is the. way of the
good life. . - " ‘ '
These observations call for comment
on Gandhiji’s last discovery.: Basic Eda-
cation. It sprang largely from the
Tecognition : that children’ learn; chiefly
through creative play, and that this work.
play has a: high cultural value. .  Thep
why not systematise it and. make it the
foundation of children's education—and
indeed, of all education? = Basic Educa-
tion is an attempt to -do - precisely that,
But if children are to be taught to work.
play constructively, why not do some-
thing’ which has a utility. value, especially
‘in‘a-poor country like. India which can
afford little.money for education ? . So
‘why not spin cotton, which every Indian
- ‘uses:and which can be, grown in- almost
every part.of India ?. . - T
~ The outcome is a systeni of primary
education based on cotton spinning. To-

day the system is operating in thousands
and State after State

of Indian villages,
is adopting the system officially. The
children take to it like ducks to ‘water, as |
have witnessed in many: village schools,
At one school 1 was presented with a
hand-spun-and-woven shirt, the yarn hav-
ing been spun by children of six . years.
The first spelling lessons are of the names
of things connected with ‘spinning—things
in which the children are most interested.,
Their first songs are spinning songs; they
sing as they spin. Other questions arise:
- Whence comes the raw cotton ? It grows!
Then let us grow some!” So cotton seeds
are procured, a school garden is made
and in it the cotton seeds aresown. That
introduces the.pieblem and the conditions

]

of growth; soil and. plant feeding, the
marvellous cycle of life and the need to
return all vegetable, animal and human
wastes to the soil. This links up garden
growth with sanitation, the collecting of
the wastes, including night soil, and com-
post making. In due course comes the
complete cycle of .sowing, soil feeding,
growth, crops, spinning, weaving, sewing,
embroidering, and garments! — an excit. .
ing cycle of activities. , ,
hen come other developments—
trade,e. g. The spun cotton is sent to
an adult school where the yarn is woven
into cloth: so many pounds of yarn pur-
chase so many yards of cloth. This in-
troduces -accountancy and the economics
of exchange. Andso it goes onuntil every
field of knowledge is-traversed. i

‘The principle of Basic Education
1 now being carried into adult education.
Recently the foundations were laid of the
first Basic Education Agricultural College.

lso recently,  the Basic Education

teachers .training College at Sevagram
sent.out all jts students for a year's cons-
tructive work in villages. . . g

This system tends to produce -whole
minds and whole persons. Builders be.
.come their own architects; carvers, potters,
‘weavers etc., their own designers, while
all become artists, scientists, creators.
Every new subject emerges naturally and
organically, and thus pulsates with signi-
ficance and stimulates a lively interest.
. There is'ne - dividing up of life into
e.duc.ation', work;-play, -religion, etc., for
life is presented as a unity, every activity
partaking of the purposiveness of work,
the enthusiasm of play, the order of
science, and the sacredness of religion.
All are for life, to increase and glorify it.
: The supreme task of our time is to
start the transition from g mechanistic,
and fragmented, to a human and : whole,
soclety, from a materialistic and quanti-
tative, to a spiritual and qualitative,
civilisation, in the school, the university,
the church, and the workshop, . . -
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— F. MARY BARR —

v All those who read about the early
stages of Dr. Nikolaus Koch’s, walk with
:some six or seven friends from Hamburg
‘to Berlin via Bonn will be interested to
‘know what happened later. All that has
appeared in “Peace News” has a short
account in the issue of June 19th. So I
want to share with you a letter .received
today (July 24th) from the English friend

who hears direct from Dr. Koch.- She re-
marks that she -is- sure that his. efforts
must be having an “educative value” even

if he does not-achieve his aim of walking
to Berlin through the Russian Zone.

“This was evident even in the early stages,

as police changed .their attitude, and a
“stormy.. meeting” was impressed ' into
.calm by the way in which the Pacifist
.speakers handled an ugly situation.

-On June  17th, Dr. Koch wrote -to

.Kathleen Rawlins: .“After we had .sent
.gseveral. fruitless letters - to. the Home
Minister for Hesse" (the province in which

the attempt to cross the border .was to be

made) “asking .him for- his agree-

-ment; we wrote an open letter to him and

all the officers concerned. -In..this: letter

we explained again our plans and asked

that German officials should at least not

hinder our crossing even if they could not
formally approve. 'We announced our
crossing for 7-30 a. m. on June 11th. We
were arrested just before reaching the
frontier by police and customs men and
‘taken before the Magistrate. The latter
released us. We announced another
‘attempt on June 16th.
arrested and taken before the Magistrate.
_ We were again released and told that a
“decision would be reached later as to
whether we would.be prosecuted or not.

- The value of these two actions lies in the . Yy anc rability o
Py “Peace by Negotiation” which is the

fact that the group has dispelled the sus-

.picion and distrust which - the police .
‘and the many supporters. . ., ;

- uards an%n%ggﬁtrates at first felt for us.

a.mn

In the discussions and contacts with a

.were arrested for the fourth time.

We were again .

growing circle we have been able to estab-
lish the beginnings of  understanding and
confidence. The group has been able to
test the invincibility of the attitude which,
without any thought of force or enmity,

_openly tackles all obstacles. Our private
and public talks with the ;inhabitants,

the help we have given the farmers .in
their fields, —italics mine —and
the reliability of our behaviour "have
brought us increasing recognition in the
village. Good letters and telegrams from

many ..;people: and -groups all, o.ver

Germany to:the Minister: for . Hesse have
also supported us.” ... .

- A second letter from Dr. Koch
.written on July 9th, contains- the follow- -

.ing further news. . “We have now made

four unsuccessful attempts— ‘We have

.sent the following telegram to the Ameri-
.can High Commissioner and the Soviet

High Commissioner; ‘We- wish to cross
the zonal border , openly .and, without
papers.. Because of the growing danger

of the. division of Germany ‘and the one-
sided binding of our people to the U, S. A.
-or the Soviet Union: we cannot recognise

this boundary any. longer. Today we
we ne. - We
wish to cross the border on July 14th. We
ask the American and Soviet High

Commissioners not to hinder us. From

this telegram you see that we were arrest-

ed on our fourth attempt. As we could
-not make up our minds on this fourth.
.occasion to go back of our own free will

we were taken in the police car.”.

And there we must leave our friends
untilfurther newsarrives. It mustberemem-
bered that Dr. Koch’s aim throughout this
operation is not merely to walk to Berlin,

-but to arouse in the minds of officialsand -

people the possibility and desirability of

watchword and banner .of .the group



Bhoodan Yagna in Foreign Press

“THE GUN HAS FAILED"

The Bhoodan Yagna has been receiv-
ing prominent attention in the British and
American Press during the recent months.

- The American TIME of 11th May,’53 had a
featured article with Vinobaji on its cover A
. page. Mr. Norman Cliff has written under

the caption ““Gandhiji’s Disciple and Land .

~Reform” in THE NEW STATESMAN
AND NATION, dated 11th April,'53 on -
Bhoodan Yagna, the concluding portion of
_which is given below: »

ny -
: Long before the partition of India
and any question of a plebiscite in Kash-

‘mir arose, Sheikh Abdullah’s National

Conference drew up its “New Kashmir”
. programme,- In fulfilment of that -plan,
Abdullah’s Governmert has redistributed
the land without compensation. Others
have made pronouncements on the only
way to avert Communism: Abdullah has
acted. In view of the strength of public
opinion, the landlords have acquiesced
“with more or less good grace, conceding
‘that the wrongs of centuries have been
‘partially righted. The peasants’ declare
‘that they are tilling the land with much

‘greater heart and enegry now it is their

own, - “I wish'that we in the rest of India
sould make as rapid progress in land re.
form,” Nehru commented. :

How to appease land hunger, how to
check the drift to Communism, how to
redistribute land without the crushing
burden of compensation—these problems
vexed the mind of Vinoba Bhave, closest

-disciple of Gandhi. He made a pilgrim.-
age tg Telangana, scene of forced seizures
of land by Communists, where the pea-
sants were sickened by successive waves
of violence, by the landlords, the Fascists
Razakars, the Communists, and the armed
police. “The gun has failed”, he said;
and, after helping to persuade the Commu.
nists to abandon violence for the time be-
ing, he sought a non-violent solution,
People offered him land for the landless,
“Have they gone mad?
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their formal blessing:

-revolution that

What makes

them part with their land that is so dear
to them?” he asked. Then the light dawn-
ed. Here was the answer: land given
voluntarily, without compensation and

~ with goodwill. He launched a Land Gifts

Mission, and now walks through the
countryside, holding prayer meetings as
Gandhi did and accepting ‘gifts of land
freely offered for redistribution to ‘the
landless. ‘

Some give him all their land,
Whole villages have been presented to
him. A recent gift was of 100,000 acres,
He is asking for 70, 000,000 acres by
1957, when the next election is due, and
has received nearly 800,000 acres already.
“Like sunshine, air and water, land i
free. Every son of the soil has an equal
right to a share in Mother Earth, ” he de-
clares. All parties except the "Commu-
nist are supporting the Crusade. Govern.
ments are passing Bills to legalise the

transfer of land to the landless, one.
-third of the gifts being allotted to the

castes formerly scheduled as untouchable.
The five Year Planners give Vinobs
and one of his
keenest helpers in . the campaign is Jai
Prakash Narain, the Socialist leader.”
o A SILENT REVOLUTION
nder the title “Vin dia’

Walking Messiah,” Mrl. 82;?: %?‘\,’i’lllel:'(t;’c‘as-

mines in the Winter 1953 YALE REVIEW,

not Snl.y the technique of “Gandhi’s moral

?ﬁ;r h;ir;ohls {.l.argctl}-‘Gifts Mission, but also

o, A ;

lutiol:l withg. ({iﬁ'erztxc:.nderhes this revo-

€COgNizing an economic revolution
Ingha as inevitable, Shri Vinoba
Bhave is leading the way to a non-violent

promises to relieve the

pressure for reforms without plunging the
country into strife, Thoge advocating
violent revolution, he holds, seek only an
exchange of placeg between the now happy
and unhappy ones, To his mind, “3 re-
volution myst signify universal happiness
without exception.” ~ He Justifies this as
in harmony with the spirit of India.



BHOODAN YAGNA IN FOREIGN PRESS -

While the Western mind ‘is trained
to think in terms of the greatest good of
the greatest number, the Indian mind from
childhood is taught to think in terms of
the good of all. : -

Against the Communist technique of
creating dissénsion, Shri Vinoba Bhave

- sets the ideal of building the people “into.
an integrated community of love.”. =

The acreage figures of donated land
legally transferred to landless cultivators
testify to his persuasiveness with land-
lords. To the sharecroppers he preaches
self-help. His own disciplined and dedi-
cated life and his complete disinterested-
ness lend to his counsel a tenfold force.

- Mr. Weller had heard reluctant landlords
in Uttar Pradesh, finally capitulating, ex-
plaini “We cannot actually spare you
an inch of land. But because you area
mahatma, we cannot let you leave us
empty-handed.” . =
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" Yet Vinoba somehow - leaves the
farmers with a sense of having solved
their ‘own. ‘troubles, respectably and
independently. The rich, because they
have given “Voluntarily”, are ennobled
and dignified. The poor have'a divided
gratitude—to the departed Vinoba, to the
remaining rich,and to God, whom Vinoba
summons to witness and sanctify the gift.

The demonstrated success of Shri
Vinoba Bhave'sappeal to voluntary sacri-
fice. in the name of human brotherhood
seems to point to a middle way between
Communism and capitalism for ironing .
out the inequalities, within and between
nations, which threaten the peace of the
world. S . -

Only the other day a committee was
appointed under the chairmanship of Dr,
Radhakrishnan to give official support to
the movement inaugurated by Vinoba
Bhave. - — From “*ARYAN PATH,” May. '53

~ LABOUR WORSHIP OF GOD

Vinoba, the saint General, with pick-
axe in hand, has begun the fight against
the demon of poverty and distress in the
country. Will our young men and women
simply look on, watch and remain quiet?
Our country is vast, her man-power huge,
her resources plenty, nature kind and
bountiful; then why the shouts of idle
hours, no work, no food, distress, starva-
tion, poverty etc. ? .

Vinobaji reached the village Bisanpur
(Ranchi Dist., Bihar) on the morning of
June 16th. T o the men who came to receive
him he said, “we should begin our work
on waste land. With love let us do it.
As per my calculation, 400 men of nor-
mal strength, within half an hour, can
convert a plot of one acre of waste land
into a cultivable ground. This should
be done at once. Now bring me 15 to
20 pick-axes.” o

A few minutes after, with pick-axes

/in-their hands Vinobaji and his few
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colleagues and some village folk marched
on to the waste-land half a mile nearby.
On the ground, the General, gave order
to his soldiers to stand in file. He called
“attention”, chanted the manthra (Hymn),
‘““Mehaneth Pujao Ram Ki"” (“Labour is
worship of God”) and began to dig. Others
followed. Lumps and balls of earth and
stones turned upside down. The battle
continued for 25 minutes. Next he returned
back to his tent to be busy with his per-
suasive loving talks to the holders of
lands to part with some of their lands for
the landless peasants.

For half an hour every day, in the
morning hours, this has become the daily
programme of this Satyagrahi-Genéral
with his bands of non-violent soldiers.
His sole weapon is the pick-axe in this
age of Atom Bombs. .

_sé\__



' THE FALLACY- ABOUT KHADI ECONOMICS
L - "= SRIKRISHNADAS JAJU —

Tile 'Kﬂadi Workers’ Conference met at Bangalore on 2nd June, 753 to consider

the programme of total uplift of villages through Khadi and other home industriés.

- It-is surprising “that Shri H. Siddhaveerappa,

Minister for' Home -and Industries,

" - Mysore State, struck a discordant note in his speech that Khadi-should' hold itself

.. ..--and stand on its legs against the Indian Textile
- long.. "Khadi is nothing if it does not_stand for

industry without any subsidy for_‘
the assurance of full employment

for all the hurhan.machinery at a wage required for human subsistence ‘and therefore ' =’

stands on a’huiman economics totally different from the 'price-a

- -of the 'nmodern -industrialists.

nd-wage economics'

Shri Jajuji has rightly. taken. the Minister's challenge ' -

and has given clear answer in an article in “HARIJAN” dated June 27, ’53 which is. -

. condensed below. . .

: Abdut the year 1927 when in some
of the other Indian States Khadi cap was
frowned upon and even subjected toﬁumi-
liation, the Mysore State had the courage
and sagacity to start the production - and
sale of Khadi on its own. ' The work was
organized through one of its departments
which was specially set up for this pur-
pose and has continued ever since. In
the beginning there was much enthusiasm
.and

slackness set in and there was consequent
decline,.....
.- Tinvite the attention of the readers
to the speech of the Minister of Home and
dustries, Mysore, referring to Khadi. It
depicts fairly well the mentality of most
of those in authority who want to develop
Khadi and village industries. . They want
Khadi if it would subsist without ‘their
having to restrict the textile millg which
would be allowed to work freely as at
present, Of course, they are prepared
to provide some aid to it for a short time,
At the same time, they make it clear that
meanwhile Khadi lovers should devise
a suitable technique which will enable
Khadi to stand on its own legs in compe-
tition with mill-industry. Such aid as is
being granted today cannot be continued
for very . long, it s only a temporary

affair. If you want to preserve. and per-

petuate Khadi then make good use of this
chance. Hereafter it should be "able to
maintain itself

any aid.
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good. progress, but subsequently

‘with the mill-cloth. We have
independently without

A study of the past fifty years of our
economic history will show that many. of
the centralized industries like iron, cloth,
sugar etc. have all along” been receiving
financial and - other forms of - protection
worth crores of rupees' from - the Goverh.
ment. ‘Al the countries of the: world have
long abandoned the laissez-faire policy
and every one has come to.adopt the
policy of judicious restriction and pro-
tection in the sphere of trade and indust.
ries. In India too, the Tariff Board is
constantly considering and deciding ques-
tions relating to the protection  of deser-
ving industries. There are many centra-
lized industries which are given help in
the beginning on the understanding “that
it will be tenable only for a specified
period. But the period is subsequently
extended, either in continnation or after
a short break. Thisis apart from many
other forms of indirect ‘help which such
industries enjoy. It is only in the case
of Khadi and village industries that a
whole host of economic principles are
brought forward as a ‘clever. subterfuge
to disprove their claim for such: help.

he Hon. Minister again asked for
an assurance that within the period of
grace, which is being allowed to Khadi
at present, efforts will be made to deve-
lop a suitable technique which may enable
Khadi to stand its ground in competition

t . about 30
years' experience of manufacturing Khadi, -
Efforts have continued to be made for

eflective improvements in the various



operations which ¢ompose the manufac-
ture of Khadi. But none has ever claimed
that Khadi can withstand competition
from the mills in respect of the prices.
Anybody can easily see that a village
industries product is bound to cost more
than that of mechanized - industry " based
upon centralization.. .. - =
... ‘The power-loom is a miniature form
of the mill, but even the power-loom cloth
cannot compete with the‘_-n}ill-g:loth.- -1t
is the same with the hand-loom. cloth.
How can Khadi then which is made up of
hand-spun yarn 2- Supposing that. we are
able to devise.a Charkha: which is driven
by electricity, would it then be possible
for the cloth made from its yarn to stand
successfully against the .mill-cloth? The
Charkha Sangh - has. introduced many
improvements in-.the various processes
involved in the making. of Khadi.. And
in.carding at least they have achieved a
sufficient degree of success. Efforts are
being continuously made for the improve-
ment of Charkha. Models, although in-
complete as yet, have been devised, which,
if they succeed, will considerably enhance
the speed of spinning. Even so, can we
hope that the Khadi- produced from the
. yarn of this Charkha will be able to
successfully compete with the mill-cloth 2
In the second paragraph of his speech,
the Hon. Minister has correctly and beauti-
“fully enumerated the advantages of Khadi,
but he ends with a note of warning that
if Khadi cannot compete ‘with the mill-
cloth in prices then it will forfeit its claim
for Government help. There is, it seems
to me, a basic fallacy in his argument. If
the ability of Khadi to hold its own in
the competition with the mill-cloth is to
be the basis of Government help, then he
should not spend Government money in
aid of Khadi until he has received the
assurance he asks for, How is the Govern-
ment justified in spending money in, aid
of Khadi from now when noé one has
given such an assurance nor has anybody
held out its hope? His outlook on Khadi
being what it is, his arguments are calcu-
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‘never of refuse and waste. .
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lated more to strengthen the contention

~of his critics than to refute it.

His is the case of an individual who
does not know his mind. When he looks
at the advantages of Khadi he feels he
should have it. But when he looks at its
price then he is inclined to reject it. Let
him then weigh up the pros and cons and
decide one way,or the othei. Let us hope
that the powers that be “will -clear  their
minds about the issues involved. If they
find that. the advantages- of Khadi ‘are
quite enough to justify its demand. for
protection and the question of money. in
the form of prices can be ignored, then
only should they help Khadi,, . & . -

JEWEL DAN FROM WOMEN

Sri‘mathy Janakibai Bajaj (wife of
the late Jamnalal Bajaj) is busy collecting
gifts of jewellery from' women for- the
construction of wells as part of the Bhoo-
dan work.  Commending these gifts
Vinobaji says: S Ce
"~ “Happy’ to know our ‘women are
offering their jewels as dan. Ornaments,
in fact, do crush women. "'Women become
cowards because of their ‘jewellery. Men
invest all their money in jewels on women
who are thus made the safe chests of
Men’s Bank. 1 am happy that they
offer their jewels for constructing wells
and feel happier that thus they would
cast off their cowardice. Let them resolve
not to touch jewels again and throw them
off as even the rubbish they sweep away
from their houses to keep them clean.

These offerings are rather deeds of
renunciation than dan; Dan can be gifts
of things of virtug and merit alone and

Wells, of course, will be sunk even
if these jewels are not there. But women
become strong by such acts of renuncia-
tion. Thus a double purpose it serves—
women become self-purified and regain
their courage and along with it the nation
becomes prosperous.” ‘

i romtne:
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T - Cuittack * district 2 land-owners”
conference” was held on 23rd June- ,Whef!
almost all' the big land-holders of the
locality were present. Sri Gopa Bandhu
Choudhary, again’ started on hiswalking
toiir ‘ofi ‘the 10th" June -and" visited ‘'many
villages i East .he Revenue
~ Minister, Sri Sadasiva' Thripati, along
with Sri Saratchandra Maharana - toured
in Korapet district for a couple- of ' days,
In June seven'touring parties visited more,
than 200 villages. The, total collections
for the month are 1,176 acres and'a’ pair
of bullocks, e :
RAJASTHAN '/ .- . .7 - 20 7o _
Sri Gokulbhai Bhat toured in Tonk
and " Churu’ districts. for a fortniglit for
Bhoodan, He-addressed about 30 meet-
ings. Sri Siddaraj Dhadda and Sii Mul:
chand Bhai toured in-Pali district. Sri
Bharelalji.toured in Udayapur- division,
Sri Lathuram'Joshi and Sri Sevaram had
their . Bhoodan Yatras in -Secker and
Alwar,  Altogether 1,525 acres of -land
were received in June. Some lands were
. also distributed, ~ -
MAHARASHTRA - . oL
A Bhoodan camp was held in North
Satqra, wheérein the Congress workers and:
Praja-Socialist Party workers also partis
cipated. 215 acres of land were offered in.
this conference. Sri Kodam Guruji, 3’
teacher of a primary school, toured for
some days in Karjat taluk and colleet.
ed 39 acres of land. Sri Bhagavan Rag’
Solenker of Sholapur organised meetings.
and processions in Mohol taluk. 341,
acres were received in June.
VINDHYA PRADESH '
. ... Nine batches of workers toured in 82°
villages and received 53 acres of land, 2.
buildings, some timber and 2 wells. Two
booklets on Bhoodan were published.
The touring parties addressed 20 meet.
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For Barvodaya Prachurnlayam (Dhakshin Bharat Prakaghan of
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ings,. sold about Rs. 500 worth of books
and- enrolled over 100 subscribers for
Sarvodaya Magazine.

UTTAR PRADESH

he Bhoodan Samithi collected in
May 2,783 acres of land, and also receivi
ed one building and some seeds for culti-
vatdrs. There was brisk sales of Sar-
vodaya literature. T e
MYSORE C b I '

" There' was a workeérs’. conference at
Bangalore early in July to consider how
to carry on Bhoodan work in.a well
organised ‘way. Shri Vallabhaswami, Joint
Sécretary, Sarva .Seva- Sangh, Sri Dada
Dharmadhikari .-and' ~ Srimathi Vimala
Thai'addressed the ¢onference. ‘About

'100 workers were present.

ANDHRA . . )
Bhoodan work in this province has
not advanced much as the workers were
engaged and busy in the formation of
Andhra Province. :
The experienced well-known worker
Swami Sitaram Sastri toured in many
places. He received 552 acres of land

fior Bhoodan and Rs. 7,555 for Sampat-
an. o

MADHYA PRADESH

Under the guidance 6f Sri Shankar-
rao Deo, General Secretary, Sarva Seva
Sangh, a conference of Bhoodan workers
was held at Mahal camp, on 15th July, to
decide the work and fix the tour pro-
grammes for workers up to April, ’54 in
order to collect the entjre quota of the
province, . . |

Sant Thukodoji- toured in Pusad
taluk and received: 900 acres of Bhoodan.
Babu Govindadas, President of the Pro-
vincial Congress -Commitee, toured in
Bhithul, Chindawada and ‘Mandal dis-.
trictsand also in the taluks of Narasinh-
pur and Damoh. He addressed meetings
in 100 places and received 3,500 acres of

ayani Ammal, B. A, B, L,
Sarva Beva Bangh) Tirupur,

)

ubramanism at the Kamala Printing Press Tirupur.
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land. Five persons gave all their land.
Three patients came from hospital and
offered lands. 7

.- Sri Panjab Rao Yavaleker, M. L. A,,
uridertook a-walking tour in Amaravathi
taluk. for a month (1st May to June 3rd).
On the very first day aldl persons of
Narasinhpur village offered lands and
thus set®ip a model.

A few students of the Commerce
College, Prof. Bang, Sri Hatekerji and
others in Wardha collected in all 1,350
acres within a period of 2 months.

" Under the guidance of Sri Dada
Dharmadhikari a training camp for Bhoo-
dan workers was conducted and about
50 young men offered to spend the major
portion of their time for Bhoodan work.

In the Conference of the Praja-Socia-
list Party at Betul Acharya Kripalani,
Sri Jayaprakash Narain, Sri Asoka Mehta
and others advised the party workers to
join the Bhoodan work. '

In the month of June in the province
about 16,400 acres were received for
Bhoodan and Rs. 400 - were received in
cash for Sampat-dan. About Rs. 1,000
worth of Sarvodaya literature was sold.
KERALA

In May and June 5 batches of workers
toured in many villages. A workers’ con-
ference was held on the 13th June at Erna-
kulam (Cochin State). Professor

Manmadhan has decided to leave his

college and devote one full year for Bhoo-
dan work. 155 acres of land were receiv-
ed as Bhcodan. On the whole, 172

villages were visited. Rs. 640 were also |

received as Sampat-dan.

Shri Vallabhaswami, Joint Secretary,
Sarva Seva Sangh, toured Kerala in the
2nd week of July.. He visited Trivandram,
Kottayam, Ernakulam, Trichur, Calicut
and Palghat with the Convener of Kerala
and addressed groups of workers at
various places. He visited" the Sarvo-
daya Prachuralayam at Tirupur on Oth
July.

TAMILNAD » ) _ _

Intensive work was carried on in Coim-
' batore Dt. Yatravpasties toured in Udumal-
. pet taluk and Coimbatore taluk under

the leadership of Sri S. Jagannathan and
Dr. C. Nanjappa. Bhoodan committees
were formed for Salem and North Arcot
districts.. Few more district organisers
were appointed. Shri Jaiprakash Narain
is expected to tour in Tanjore and Coim-
batore districts from 15th August.

. Booklet of Vinobaji’s Chandil speech
and “Sarvodaya” magazine and other lite-
rature of Sarvodaya Prachuralayam were
sold in the Yatras. *

All India Sarvodaya Sahitya Sammelan

Gandhian movement and Sarvodaya.
Ideology are revolution in' mental values
and would radically affect the traditional
economic and social theories. Ideological.
movements require ever growing literature.
for their propagation. Not much has been
done in this direction compared with
what can be claimed in the capitalistic,
Socialistic or Communistic field. Shri
Karan Bhai and Shri Ramakrishna
Sharma of Sarvodaya Sahitya Sangh;
Banaras, have taken the initiative to con-
vene a Sarvodaya Sahitya Sammelan in
September-in Kashi in Banaras, which is
likely to' be inaugurated by Rashtra-
pathi Rajendra Babu. Friends interested
in participating in the Sammelan are
requested to correspond with the organi-
sers.at Sarvodaya Sahitya Sangh, Kashi,

“Banaras, for other particulars.
o

"~ " ALL-INDIA BHOODAN RECEIVED
IN THE MONTH OF JULY, '53

. Province Acreage
1. Assam 1,057
- 2, Utkal 1,176
3. Karnatak. cee 78
4., Kerala vee 5
5. Tamil Nad 101
. 6. Bengal 77
7. Bihar 1,02,560
8. Madhya Bharat 1,147
9, Maharashtra 341
“10. Mysore 379
11. Rajasthan 1,525
12. Vindhya Pradesh 340
13, Himachal Pradesh 200
Total 1,08,986
Total collections up to date ... 14,64,569
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