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VINOBAJI'S
SRAMA-DANA YAGNA

From 13th June, '53 onwards
Vinobaji has extended his Bhoodan
Yagna to his next programme of
Srama-dan-yagna (Labour-gift-sacri-
fice). Every day, after breakfast, just
after reaching the new camp, himself
and the party devote half an hour
for community Ilabour digging on
the land received on the spot with
pick-axe. The local villagers also

join and enthusiastically work with
them.

Gandhian Sarvodaya I.iterahgg

The Sarvodaya Prachuralayam has
sets of E

nglish Books on Gandhian-
Sarvodaya Literature costing about
Re. 400/- each. The Prachuralayam is al-
ready supplying to Schools and Colleges
and Public Libraries Orders for all

books and the magazines will be
promptly exXecuted,
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sent in“advance to the subscribers before

their subscription lapses. For the con.

venience of those who could not renew

in due time, the next issue will be gent
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Jith the Compliments of the Lditor f

for fuvour of kind zclnowledgement and message

for the third year of ti€ San¥CD.Y, magazine,

v Th.e;,‘:Sarv‘oda-ya" Magazine enters the.
Readers
are aware that this appeared originally as

third year with this July issue.

“The . Khadi World” in  July, 1951

under the All India Spinners’, Association..
In June, 1952 this was transferred to the.

Sarva Seva Sangh. .. Since August, ’53
this has assumed the name of ‘Sarvodaya’

which is more - appropriately expressive -

of our.ideal'and “more.acceptable.to the
public.” .. , ‘ ' v

“We pay our hbrr’xéxge tolate Ki_shorlal‘
Mashruwala on this. occasion as.the
magazine is much indebted to him for his

blessings and’ continuous encouragement. -

" This has been able te make steady
progress with ‘the . good. wishes._and co-
operation of its readers in all parts of
India to whom we are specially grateful.

* We are ‘thankful to many foreign
friends like Mr. Wilfred Wellock who
have been kind enough to make special
contributions to “Sarvodaya” and' to
others who afe taking keen interest init. -

" We: are not unaware of the short-
comdings of the magazine. Our regret is
that.it has still not reached the .standard
that we have set up for ourselves on
account of various ‘difficulties and -cer-
tain limitations. We-are sorry that many
valuable contributions from friends and
several aspects of Gandhiji's constructive
programme could not be included owing

to limitatiqn.of .space.

We trust that the readers may appreciate
the, change of types which will reduce
the :strain of reading. - The size of the
magazine is also iricreased to 28 pages be-
sides the four cover pages without increass
ing the subscription.- We-trust that the
readers would extend their kind co-opera-
tion and encouragement for wider circula-
tion of the “Sarvodaya’ magazine which
would enable us-to increase its features
and size. , L .
- . The ‘New Khadi Epoch’ has quickly
developed intoan Epoch of Samagra Seva
towards Sarvodaya. The Bhoodan Yagna
has made rapid ‘progress and has électri-
fied the nation. The Constructive Workers
have come to feel that they can no longer
work in isolated compartments of their
respective activities but should combine
with one voice on the Bhoodan Yagna,
which is the first step for the total rehabili-
tation of the masses, There hasalso been
a growing urge among the constructive
institutions to come together under the
Sarva Seva Sangh. = The Charkha Sangh
which-is the premier and oldest among
them has already merged itself in the
Sarva Seva Sangh. - Thus there is a new
wave of peaceful revolution in the country
and an internal struggle for a total trans-
formation towards the objective of Sarvo-
daya order of Society. =~ _

"~ 'We pray to God to grant us full faith
and strength . to unswervingly serve ‘the
Sarvodaya ideal for which this small
journal i§ dedicated. :
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Mahatma Gandhi on True Socialism

NS

- The following ‘are notes of the
discussion that took place on the subject:
"~ Q. What is your attitude towards
Socialism? , o

* 4. 1 call myself a Socialist. T love
the very word, but I will not preach the
same Socialism as most Socialists do.

Q. ~ Are your objections to scientific
Socialism as understood in the West,
fundamental objections in principle, or
are they only objections to its applications
in India? '~ :

4; Ido not know what scientific
Socialism is. 1 have not read any books
onit. But if the socialist programme
have seen represented, I think, it is not
applicable in that form to this country.
. & Do you agree with the Socialist
ideal of .the mationalisation of all the

instruments of production, distribution
and exchange ?

4: 1 believe in
of key and

] the nationalisation
and principal industries as is laid
down' in ‘the resolution of the Karachi
Congress: More than that 1 cannot at
present visualise. Nor do I want al] the
means of production to be nationalised.
Is even Rabindranath Tagore to be
nationalised ? These are day dreams.

@: For the landlords, don’t you
think coercion is necessary ?

A: You must convert both . land.
lords and the landless. 1t is easier to

convert the former than the latter, for
-with landlords it is only a_question of
\‘%ﬂ mic interest, whereas with the land-

~such léndl

In:1934"after the formation (of .the- Congress ‘Socialist Party -
-:Gandhiji’s views were invited on specific questions.
ing is a detailed discussion with Gandhiji. His answer regarding’

-~ -the land question was emphatic on the method of conversion of the
landlords. to volgntarily do justice to the landless,

answer appears _ to have anticipated the Bhoodan Yagna of today.

. The.follow- . -

His definite

less it is a matter of relation. It is no
use getting angry with the landlords.
They also. deserve our pity, for it is the
land that is eating them up. So many

American millionaires have come toc me |

and asked me how they can find happi-
ness. '

Q: Are you not talking in terms of
individuals while Socialists think in terms
of classes?

4: But what is after all' a class?
It is an aggregate of individuals. You
cannot convert landlords and: capitalists
by violence but only by persuasion. We
can tell them that they are entitled to
amass wealth, but they cannot spend it
in any manner they choose. They must
become trustdes of their own wealth.
“You have the capacity to make money”
I would tell them, “for that you will be
allowed to take a commission for your-
selves. But you must abandon . nnfair
means.” 1 would see by what means
they amass wealth, If it is ill-gotten- 1
would take it away. At the Round Table
Conference 1 caused consternation - to
people like Cowasji Jehangir by saying
I would examine every title-deed of pro-
perty. o
@: Is that not quite impracticable ?
How can you go through mijllions of cases
of property holders ?

: lwould take the cases of ten
ords and capitalists as sample
cases and if the decison was adverse the

rest would relinquish their clajms them-
selves, v :

S

e e




MAHATMA GANDHI ON TRUE SOCIALISM 3

-Q: Don’t you recognise the: conflict
of interest between the possessing and the
exploited classes resulting in a class
struggle ? .
) A: - Today there is a conflict of inte-
rest between the capitalist and the worker
because the former dreams of profits of
lakhs of rupees without giving anything
to the worker. I would stop the. capita-
lists from doing so.. I have told them
particularly in Ahmedabad, that -they
must regard the workers as partners. I
say tp them: “You bring your capital into’
the concern, they bring their only capital-
their persons.”- When the Ahmedabad
mill-owners came to me for a wage cut,
I told them: “It is true you have .a right
to your interest, but first you must guar-
antee the men's wages.” .
" @ But Socialists deny the very
right to draw interest ? _
4: But won't they reward brains ?

. @ Are you contemplating the
perpetuation of 'private enterprise and
free competition or planned economy by
the State ?° ' '

. A: 1 bélieve in private enterprise
and also in plarined production. - If -you
have only State production, men will be-
come moral and intellectual -paupers.
They will forget their responsibilities.” I

would therefore allow the capitalist and -

~the zamindar to keep their factory and

their land, but I would make them con-
sider themselves trustees of their property.

@: How will you doit? '

4: By non-violence, I would -make
them undergo a change of heart. It'is
possible to convert the;n..~ ‘

@ Will you adopt economic pres-
sure as a means of conversion ? .

A: Yes, but it must be non-violent.

@: Non-violent in the sense of not
shedding blood ? . . | o

4: Once Socialists. accept non-

violence, they must accept me as the’

expert on non-violence. But I believe in
legislation.. There isan element of

coercion in it; but that cannot be helped..

*Indisn Parliament'’, March, 1948 = *

VINOBAJI'S APPEAL TO COMMUNISTS

‘Today I will answer some questions
put by Communist friends who, I am glad
to know, are working here. '

to work on right lines. I want'to assure
them that I am as much anxious for the
emancipation of India’s down-trodden as
they are. Like them I am also eager for
the salvation of the masses and my
endeavour goes on in that direction.
Hence I seek their co-operation. - There
is some difference of opinion between
them and me. But difference of opinion
is inevitable insuch a vast sub.
continent as India. But as far as the
service of the poor is concerned I hold
them in as much love as the Communists
do and that is why I long for the l‘attgr S
co-operation. If they feel that this isa
good way to tackle the problem of
poverty I wouldinexpect them to offer me
their helping hand.

I want them

Their question is: instead of taking
land-donations from the poor, why should
they not be taken from the feudal aristo-.
crats, Rajas, Nawabs, Kulaks or rich pea-
sants only? = - '

Answer: Ido not want to avoid
any one of them. I will take lands
from all of them. ~But ‘my asking land
from all does'not mean I ask equal lands
from all. From the average peasants I
want one-sixth. To big peasants and
zamindars my request is to keep some
little for themselves and donate the rest
tome. And from those who-are very
poor the little they would give I would
accept as blessingsor prasad, As Lord
Krishna was delighted at the few paddy
grains offered by Kuchela so also Bharat-
mata is delighted when these poor folk
give even a small amount since that is
an expression of love,

I would go on-

.



q et

demanding :till all the Jandléss in ‘the

- SARVODAYA ° .

self the master of his little 'bit. " Both

country ' are provided with land. recognise themselves as the' ‘owners' of

Frequently I am asked the-reason of masters of land.

accepting gifts of the poor.. I am always
glad. to reply to:it-sinice it helps in the
" propagation of the ideal.. There are four
distinct reasons why I accept land from
the poorr - : ‘ N
.- (1). Today the unhappiest in" the
society are the landless. Compared to
them, poor peasants are in a happier state.

After all when we call ione man happy

and the other unhappy we do so by
contrast. - Should one look towards
those below one would find himself happy
while, should. he look towards those above
he would find himself unhappy. There.
fore, everybody must make some sacri-
fice for the sake of those ~who are the
fost distressed in society even as all
water of the globe flows towards the
sea standing at the lowest™ level. . Both
the - mouittain- “water and  the plains-
watér run’ towards the sea. Should we
agk the plains-water,  “Why~dost thou,
of low level, flow towards the sea?” it
would reply;{‘Compared to the sea I am
on a higher™ level 'and theréfore I must
run towards the sea.! Likewise, as it is
the duty of the well:to-do to ‘give some-
thing: for the landless, 'so-also'is ‘the duty
of the poor kisan, bécause fromi the - point
of view of the' landless, "he is somewhat
better off. Hence it is enjoined upon all
to do something or other for the land-
less. This is what I want to irculcate.
Otherwise we would find that one who has
got'small portion of land has no duty
to fulfil.' : But everybody hasa duty to
fulfil.:>: Suppose 1 have not” enough
piéces of bread with me but if any hungry
Wan ¢omes t6 my door while eating, ‘it is
then'my functiort to give "him a part of
what I have. This'is called duty.’ I want
tlie_-‘sb(:iety to'imbibe this spirit. R
. (2) My ultimate obie

the ‘lesson that land - belongs to. God
~alone. Today like the well-to-do who
“regards himself the ‘master of the ‘land
418 owns, thepoovanan also regards him-

o

bject isto impart

I want to relieve both:
of them of this feeling of ownership.

As we must give water to the thirsty, so-
also we must give land to the tiller who
- demands it because I want to’ bring it
lome to the people that all land belongs
to God. Today both the rich and the
poor suffer from the ownership-complex.

And verily, a Babaji residing in a forest’
has as much attachment to the loin-cloth’
he owns ds the richman has to his heap of
clothes.- 1, therefore, want that everybody
should get rid of this attachment. _

" (3 When we'ask the rich t ‘part
with their Jand we must_ Lcommandp some
influence ovér them. But how to.
command it? Have we any power? Do we
keep a pistol? = We neither keep one nor
trust in its power. We believe that a
pistol never solves any .issue; nay, it
spoils it. I, therefore, seek to create moral
strength. Should thousands of . poor ;men
offer their gifts it would give rise toa
moral power that would affect the. rich.

ThlSlS aCtuarllyhappenlﬁg, ~F ormerly,

the rich used to avoid or bypass me, but
you see how much land they gave me in
Hazaribagh. Why s0? Because when the
poor have been donating land to me for
the last two years it created ,a sense of
shame in the rich. And shame can.move
the shameless. The Shastras say: ¢ Hriya
deyam” (Should be given with modesty.).

This is a way to develop moral
power. [ trust that the rich people would
take to my work more and more. When
the Raja who donated one lakh acres saw
me I told him that he had done good to
donate but that alone would not serve the
purpose and that he should perform _the
duty of making others of his group part
with more lands.” He accepted my view
and I hope that the rich "people ‘would
slowly take up my work because a moral
power’is being built up on account of the
donations of the poor. '

(Bindi Sarvodaya — May,’5s) [ To e Continued ]



‘Vinobaji

: Today. I propose to place before
you my considered opinion on three sub-
Jects, namely (1) What. should be the
approach and attitude of the Sarvodaya
Sevaks to the Government’s schemes and
to the ideological differences of the diffe-

rent political --parties in our country,"

(2) What should be the line of action
we should take to advance ‘the - Bhoodan
cause, and (3) a self-examination of the
defects and drawbacks that are seen in
our rank and file and how to rectify them?

I shall deal with the first two, reserv-
ing the third which is rather'd bit serious,
to be discussed later. " ' o

PROPAGATION OF FREE KNOWLEDGE
e Sarvodaya concept is a Swayam-

purna one. It isall comprehensive and
all inclusive and so touches all aspects of
life. I have taken up this Bhoodan Yagna
work on hand. Yet I talk on many other
subjects-in my Bhoodan tour in answers
to questions from the people. Keeping
the Sarvodaya goal always before me, I
feel I should necessarily talk on all sub-
Jects touching life. Further, all along I
have been accustomed to free and deta-
ched thinking, and I don't feel happy if I
restrict my thoughts. Free knowledge
could also be propagated among the peo-
Ple in this way, '

| A QUESTION

I_n my tour,. people ask me various
questions.  In particular they ask me
about Community Project, National Plan-
ning and about the different ideologies of
the various political partiesin our. country.
And I answer them all. One friend com-
plained: “You try to bring in agreement
between the different political parties and
advise the people to offer as much co:

Operation as-possible to the Government -
2

s Speech at Sarvodaya Sammelan
On 9th March, 1953 | |

5

The follbwing is the first part of Vinobaji's morning _speechf.of
the concluding day of the Sarvodaya Sammelan in Chandil, Bihar.

schemes. This is not fair. You should
make clear and stress before the people
the differences between our ideas and
ideals and those of the different political
parties and thé Government and where
they conflict and contradict. Instead-of
doing this, you try to make the people
give the maximum co-opération possible.”
It is a Sarvodaya Sevak who raised ' this
question. So I thought I should place a*
full picture of the Sarvodaya ideology
in this Sammelan. A
. SUPPORT TO THE GOOD POINTS I
: -1 GOVERNMENT SCHE'MV.ES h e
I 'shall takeup the Government
scheme first.. The main difference bet-
ween us and the Government is the one’
in the outlook. In this, everything else
comes in. This important aspect 1 dis-
cussed in full with the Planning Commis-
sion in the clearest terms possible. They
tried to understand my ideas. It has to
be admitted that the second report of the
Planning Commission, when compared
with the original draft, is a sufficiently
amended and improved one. The
Government also say that even this report
is not the final one and can further be
amended. Still the difference in the
. . . . !
view-point remains as before. This I
don't want to repeat over and over again.
Now, I simply make clear this difference
if anybody asks me. There is the impres-
sion among the people that I am sym-
pathetic on the whole towards the Govern-
ment scheme. 1dont desire in fact to
Create confusion in a work and spoil it.
Of course, if we want, we can make the
Government . scheme unsuccessful. We
Raven't yet that strength inus to make the
people to accept our programme so that
they may elect us as their representativeg



6. SARVODAYA

and.runra government according "to “our
ideals. I think that; on the principle of
non-violence, it is improper to prevent the
execution of even the good parts of the
Government scheme and to create distrust
and confusion amongst the people. No

scheme which a government depending

. on Dhanda Sakti and which cannot much
advance beyond its present difficulties,
will ever happen to be much in accord to
our programme. Under these .condi:
tions I deem it my duty, as a believer in
non-violence, to agree to the good points
in the Government's scheme and' attempt
to attract the attention of the people
to them, If Idon’tdoit but simply go
on denouncing the scheme, then it means
that I will be creating more and more in-
activity and confusjon among the people
who are unemployed and discontented,
If we place our programme along with
_ that of the Government before -the people
they will themselves find: out which of
them will prove more beneficial to their
welfare, oo
TRUST IN OTHER'S GOOD-FAITH
It often happens that when ap act is
denounced, the bonafides of the doer is
also attacked, | consider this conduct
unjust. ‘When 1 suspect another . of his
motive I give him the right to ‘suspect
my good-faith also, which I don’t want to
give him. 'We should respect the good
intentions of the Government and it ig
proper we. should commend the good
points in their schemes. - :

CAPITALISM AND SARVODAYA

I know, I admit and mention often.

that there is the influence of capitalists
on our Government. This influence is
there not because our Government likes
capitalism. It is because it feels jtself
helpless. It desires under the existing
conditions, to make the -best use of the
intelligence and -strength of ¢apitalists,
True, some in the Government are in
favour of capitalism. This is true not
of some of the Government officers only,
but also of the Communists.

inciple of Qur, scheme is decentraliza-

- proceed towards it.
. far they can Co-operate with the Goverp.

. to all such itemg which hav

The basic .

" tion—decentralization in production as
well as in distribution. The Communists
are not for decentralization in production.
And they who consider themselves as
leftists, i. e. the progressive group, are for
centralized production through b j g
machines. They differ from capitalists

only in the mode of distribution. - So jt-

is clear that the Communists d e sire
capitalism in part. But our ideology

differs from theirs, both in the distribution
of wealth and in the method of produc- .

tion. Viewed in this light our ideology
will be clearly understood and the Govern-
ment’s bonafides will not be suspected. Sup-
pose we are now at the helm of Govern.
ment affairs. Under the existing circums-
tances it appears to me that we would
not fare better than they. This
general approach and attitude towards the
present Government and jts plans.
THE ATTITUDE OF THE SARVODAYA
SEVAKS TO COMMUNITY PROJECT
I made it clear yesterday that thece
is a definite goal before us and we should

People ask me how

ment in its schemes ?

I tell them that
they can certainly give

their co-operation

€ popular
acceptance. I also tell them that under

all circumstances they should keep them-
selves free and independent. - We should
not develop any personal attachment to
that .work and. entangle  ourselveg
with any responsibility in it,

the Government seek our advic
ance we should give if we can,
{I,r}ve helplalso if it is within oy

We take up theresponsibiljt to

the Government scheme, I think,y we “;Sirll‘l:
be committing a mistake, mongst our
Sarvodaya Sevaks—of cours ‘
have the freedom to think 5

are some who, thinking that the Commu-
nity Project ig good on the whole, have

taken it up to work. Some other
‘ ! . s )
condemn it and say ey

€ or guid.
We can

is my

Whenever -

I power, -

that it wil} ruin. the

e .
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VINOBAJI'S SPEECH AT SARVODAYA SAMMELAN _ 7

prepared to take and work it up on cer-
tain terms with the Government.
Thusthere are three different app-
roaches in the outlook of the sevaks. As
far as I am concerned, my line of action
is that of “the elephant who takes its
own path” asthe poet has said. This
elephant will certainly proceed along its
path, and do its work devoting all the
24 hours of the day on the mission. We
lose our strength for creative construc-
tion if we engage ourselves in denoun-
cing others. So it creates weakness in us.
I never enter into the denunciation of
others and my ideal is that others also

should not resort to it. Ourselves decrying:

the Government scheme and at the same
time partaking in it, in either, we are
equally in the wrong. We gain nothing
by them and yet lose.

TWO PARTIES —THE GOOD

AS AGAINST THE BAD _

Now coming to the 2nd point: what
shall be our attitude towards the differ-
ent political parties> My effort is to
dissolve all party differences. In spite of
it if they happen to remain as parties, let
them continue. But I shall attempt to
place such a united and all-acceptable
programme before all the parties so that
Fhey' may give their co-operation in carry-
ing it out fully, forgettingall party differ-
That will make the differences
created now, diminish. When a clear
and agreed programme is before the
country it will progress forward and the
people will become stronger and always
active in work and in the election of 1957
all the good people will come on one
side. Now the battle going on in the
country is exactly like the one between
the Kauravas and the Pandavas. Among
the Kauravas there are some good people
and ameng the Pandavas also there are
some bad people. As against one good
man another good man stands and fights.
Such a situation should not arise, - It
should be thatall the good people should
fange on one.sideiand all the bad on the

opposite. The contest should be between
the good as against the bad.
MODEL OF POPULAR GOVERNMENT
IN ANCIENT  INDIA

The Democracy that has come to us
from the West demands two opposition
parties. It is believed by the West that
the co-operative opposition of these  two
will .eliminate all evils and then the
country wil be governed well. Of course
there are some advantages in it but the
evil effects are more. The ancient form
of popular rule in India is that of the
Panchayat. The ideal behind it is Panch
Bolae Parameswar (The unanimous
voice of all the five, is the ultimate autho-
rity). Itis not enough one agrees, two
agree, even three or four agree; all the
five in the council should agree. = Any
decision will be considered as acceptable
and passed only ifall the five in the
council agree. The problem of majority

“and minority that we find in this world

in conflict today, will disappear only if
we accept the Panchayat system. =%

] (From Hindl)
(To be continued) ‘

DAN MEANS EQUAL DISTRIBUTION
-~ VINOBA -—

“This led to the purification of his
heart as well as the purification of society.
This technique is entirely a product - of
India. Gita has stated that this method of
Yagnadaen and Tapas could bring about a
change for better in society.

“Our scriptures say that dan means a
process of equitable distribution. Danis .
not charity. The donor obliges only him-
self by giving den as it gives him peace of
mind. I will acceptdan only when it is
given as a token of love and acceptance of
the ideology that land belongs to God and
not to any individual’’,

( The above was said with veferenca to the
Purnadan (full gift) unreservedly and freely
made by Shri Giriwar Prasad Narain Sisghji of
Ranka State in Bihar,)




 SARVODAYA — REVERENCE FOR LIFE

R. R. KEITHAHN, Gandhi Gram _

Cq:his',‘conéept of Sarvodaya is

congenial to the spirit of India.. -There

_is a story of Buddha in which he says to

‘;22.

his disciples, “I do not want to go to
Heaven until every other person has
entered.” And although India has had her

own share of human exploitation through

the caste system and other communal
groups, yet there have always been those
who took an universal outlook and
approach to life. Gandhiji gave this
a leadership as it never had here-to-for.
A detailed study of Gandhiji’s

For example, the untouchables were

named"“Harija'ns” (children of God) and.

they were to be given special consider-
ation by the caste people, in penance for
what they had done in the past. In such
an act of penitence the caste people
would also become Harijans (children of
God) and thus the needy would become
one. What a revolution would take place
in the white world if such a concept
became general! : S
Sarvodaya did not die with Gandhiji.
There are thousands of individuals who
belong . to. this movement. - There are
hundreds of functioning cells in Sarvo-
daya throughout India.  The individual
workers are united in the Sarvodaya
_Sammelan which mieets annually. The
institutions are connected in the more
formal organization, Sarva Seva Sangh.
Shri Vinobaji is the present uncrown-
ed leader of this Sarvodaya Movement.
At the same time he is also the leader
of Bhoodan (Land Gift Mission) that is
the movement of securing voluntary gifts
of land from absentee landowners and
othefs, to be distributed among the land-
less agricultural labourers. Already over
one million acres have been so given and
the distribution of this land is now taking
Place, WhenvMstaiA, Bevan, former

‘Con-.
structive Programme’ would help every.
iridividual to understand what I mean.

Minister of Health of the Labour Govern-

~ment of Great Britain visited Gandhi-
. Gram, he spoke in regard to this new

approach to social problems as being
unique. He suggested that if this new
method succeeded in India a remarkable
contribution would be made to all the
humanity. In the past people have gener-
ally used the violent method of revolution
to solve problems of injustice. In modern
days the Government often changes the
picture of society by the means of a
police force. But here is a movement in
the building of thé new society which
dares to trust that the heart of man is
good and that it will respond if there is
the proper appeal. This demands self-
less workers of high integrity. who are
ready to use the weapon of ‘Sadtyagraha’
if all other methods fail.

. ‘Satyagraha’ might be said to be
the taking of the Cross into one’s daily
life at a time of crisis. - In other words
one voluntarily offers oneself on the
altar of humanity for the sake of the
common good. Gandhiji, the author of
‘Satyagraha’, insisted that we are but in
the first stages in the use of ‘soul-force’
asa means of building the new society.
Therefore, each one of us must keep an
open mind towards this new factor in the
building of the new society; but even
more, each one of us should be experiment-
ing with ‘soul-force’ in our own living.
My own personal conviction is that
human relationships at every point will
be radically changed as we use this new
force. ¢Reverence for life’ will become
the accepted standard. Privileged man
will be concerned primarily with his
duties and not with his rights. Heé will
use his privileges in an aggressive move-
ment to bring the blessings of God to all
mankind. That is truly love; or somie-
times Gandhiji would say “the votary of
truth is a servant of mankind.,” g



" WILFRED WELLOCK . ,

. This is a speéial contribution by Mr. Wellock, the eminent - English Paciﬁsf. :
for SarvodayaA on the occasion of the commencement of its third year. “The title

- WHITHER INDIA?

itself is the anxious question ' that everyone in India

and outside is facing., -™Mr.,

Wellock warns India that its total adoption of Gandhian way alone will_ pa\"é the -
»way for her: spiritual leadership for the peace of the world: The future lies in the

answer that India can give. :
BESURGENCE ‘OF GANDHI IN NEHRU

. It may interest Indian readers to

“.Jearn how a Westerner' views India to-
‘day and the part she is playing in world
‘affairs, also the part which she could and
may play in the future. ’ :
What most Indians may not realise
.is the role her statesmen are playing in
world politics, the strangeness of their
~ideas against the background of Western
power politics; and the challenge these

‘ideas are offering. . ‘

A few days ago Mr. Nehru, replying
to a question on Korea at a Press Con.
ference, gave the - simple answer that
every problem was capable of a peaceful
‘solution. In that answer we have the
resurgence of Gandhi in Nehru, and it is
constantly happening. But it cuts across
the policy, and the official mind of the

9. A, e g., where the belief is strong
‘that there can be no compromise between
the American and the ‘Russian Way of
life, and thus that there is no alternative

. to awar policy cold or hot, until commun-
1Sm 1s Wiped out or Russia is subdued.
- The utmost the U. S. A. hopes for is
a successful cold war, yet that cold war
Is already threatening many Western
Powers with bankruptcy and complete
d'ependencempon the U. S. A.

THE GANDHIAN PHILOSOPHY

And now your Vice-President, Dr.
Radhakrishnan, who is touring Am:arica,
1s pouring out the Gandhian philosophy
in generous doses on all manner of public
occasions. His farewell Broadcast talk
‘to the Canadian people the other day
contained some sound but unfamiliar
doctrine. Hereisveisome excerpts:
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evil by itself.

communism.

“Wise and patient political action
directed -towards the minds of men is
what we should aim at and not military
victory in another war.... o ‘

“We have no faith in power politics.
War solves no problems but creates more
problems. We believe in peace politics
and in peace based on justice. -~ War is
not an evil means to a good ‘end.: It is
It baffles both wvictors
and vanquished. © The proper aim of
political action is not to destroy our
enemies but to educate them,to influence
their attitudes and behaviour.... t

“What we want to-day is not the
American way nor the Russian way but
the human way.... Science  has given us
the possibility of removing hunger and
poverty from the face of the earth. If we
establish prosperity efféctively in the non.
Communist world, the prospects of peace
will improve,

“There is a world revolution in pro-
gress,and it is utterly independent of
Hungry, diseased and des-
pised inhabitants who form the bulk of

‘the non-communist world demand eco-

nomic progress and development....

“Having been ourselves victims of
political and economic exploitation, we

sympathise with people who are strug-

gling to emancipate themselves from
bondage.... | =

“If we find that the great Powers
who have leadersh ip in the United
Nations compromisé with the ideals of
the Charter, confuse’ stability with the
maintenance of present conditions and

have a vested interest in the status quo,

we feel unhappy.... Power corrupts, but
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conscience redeems.- We ‘must crasade

for the divine in us rather tham: ag@anst

the demon in others....”

- leader. I have noted.with deep satisfac-

“There are thousands ih the west who

would endorse all the above ‘statements.
‘What makes them so striking is that they
were uttered by a-high-official of a- State
that is looming large on the world’s poli-
.tiéal horizon. No responsible: Western
statesman woéuld have spoken thus: . Yet
they point the way, and the only way out
of the impasse of power in which the
United Nations now flounder. Much more
‘of this emphasis from India may yet pave
‘the way to salvation from the threat of
‘the'third world war, [ -
»* WHAT OF INDIA'S HOME. POLICY ?
».>., But what of India’s home policy? In
India’s present crisis it is important to
remember, that in the fong run a nation's

-foreign policy is determined by its home
policy. The. power. politics of the West
~.sprang from their aggressive economic
Jpolicy, their desire. to .monopdlise the

-Today, as 1 haye beeri
(Orchard Lea Papers, the upsurge now
AT RN R L sl b el ) 7Y
manifest throughout the East and the eritire

.eoloured world, is striking the death-blow

- to Western aggressive economic policies

and demanding the evolution of a human.

-economy. - _
~ As 1 see India today she is' haltin
between two courses, two economic sys.
tems, and, make no mistake, two entirely
. different ways of life — the Western eco.
nomy and way of life, and the Gandhian
economy and way of life. If she' takes
:the Western way she will end as the
Western Powers .are now doing -in the
Jimpasse of a devastating militarism, and
- fear of a 'major economic breakdown,
ideological. conflict and a continent-
shattering war. What is to be her choice?

INDIA, THE: SPIRITUAL LEADER.

If India’ takes wholeheartedly the. '

Gandhianway, then [ believe that in‘due
course she willbecome the spiritual leader
\of the natlofisdid also the economic
\ v ®

\ S

g .than the achiev.

luxury which kills both bod

‘mankind will eith

SARVODAYA

tion the achievements and the sacrificial
devotion of the Gandhian Constructive
Workers, the wonderful achievements of
‘Vinoba Bhave, the educational work and
the training that are going on in the
numerous Gandhi Ashrams, and the pio-
neering village constructive work that
ones, twos and threes are carrying out in
many parts of India, and I now note that
the Nai Talim school at Sevagram is to
send its pupils for a year's work in the
villages as an integral part of their edu-

cational training in the evolution of the -

concept which underlies Basic Education.
LET EAST AND. WEST WORK TOGETHER
- This is all tremendously ins-

Piring to many of us-in the West, and

it puts us to shame. You:and we must

work more zealously together towards a
common end. Both our

civilisation and your Eastern civilisation

.are sick, and bogged in ‘their different
AP Lhelr, ¢ <fo.m ways, .
world’s markets and the earth’s resources. - - c

pointing out in the -

and we now .discover that the
cure.of both is, much the. same. Our

.common need is a-human not an aggres-

$lve ‘or power economy, a ‘system which
develops the whole man and co-operative

-neighbourly communitiés, which seeks to

make not wealth only, but men and wo-
men, whole men and women, Life is
more than bread, and prosperity “more.
. ement of abundance; it is
creative, self-expr‘ession, neighbourliness,
material - sufficiency but ~without the

Y and spirit.
epudiates -all

The Western: economy .r
the interest .of profit,

these fine values in.
and abundance. -
soul-less commodities and repudiates the-
human soul in, the mechanisation of man
by which he is tra | i

|C| : nstrmed'into a robot:
Ours is thus a grea "

‘ 1ther espouse it or perish;
, -+ SARVODAYA

In sending this article to

. . ‘Saerd‘ « !
I rejoice at the ma Ty

gnifical part it ig play-

ing in building the India of Vinobajj’s
<, . . .* AR ~ .

dreams, - -

Western

It creates mountains of

t common cause, and -

~

oy
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-4 THE BH(mDAN MGVEMEN'H‘
rrs ORIGIN AND PHILOSQPHY

—_ SHANKARRAO DEO —

The Radlo Ceylon 1nv1ted Shn Deo during h1s recent vxsxt to Ceylon, to gwe a
talk: But owing to pressure of time he could not nor have his. talk recorded. But‘
" he had left with the Radio Ceylon his script which was read by Shri. K, Nesiah, M. A.,
" lecturer in Coloinbo University, and President, Ceylon Gandhiya Seva Sangh, on behalf -
of ‘Shri. Deo on 25th ]une This is repmduced llere with the courtesy of the Rad:o,'

Ceylon.:
BHOODAN A MIRACLE ‘OF THE AGE
My dear Sisters and Brothers of Ceylon, ‘

“he. outs1de world has heralded the

Bhoodan Movement or the sacrifice of the
land-offering ‘movement of Acharya
-Vinoba Bhave in India as a: marvellous
one. It seems almost a miracle to many.

. Acharya Vinoba and
many of his followers go about-
‘walking and appealing to the
landed people to part -witha
~ portion of their land to.the .
landless in the village. The -
call goes. and many respond.
immediately, both the rlch and
the poor.

‘THE SARVODAYA SAMAJ &
‘THE SARVA SEVA SANGH

The Sarvodaya Samaj
and the Sarva Seva Sangh are
the two institutions . tha't

came into existence, immediately after
Gandhiji's demise, at a conference of his
followers in Sevagram in April '1948.
The Samaj and the Sangh were consi-
dered to be the fittest mémorials to carry.
on the message of Gandhiji's life and
work. The Samaj represents the Sarvo-

daya concept and the Sangh is the execu-

‘tive body to implement the programme
that may be considered: at the annual
conferences of the Sarvodaya Samaj.

* "It was at the annual conferences of
_the Sarvoday@®amaj at Banaras in 1952

P

‘through the Bhoodan.Yagna.

Shankarrao Deo

It '1ppeals to the inherent goodness
in man. 'This is a social technique never

handled it on a nation-wide basis, '
this a_revolution. was achieved for the N

'that the Sangh demded to colleet 25

lakhs of -acres of land by April 1954,
Till now,
during the last two years, over 12. lakhs
of acres of land have been donated as
land gifts “to” Vinoba ' Bhave. -
delegates others to - distribute’ the " land
to the landless ‘in the locahty. :

THE REAL nEvownon ,'

. Thereisan umqueness in
this Yagna unknown to his-
‘tory.. The world is familiar
with ~ violent movernents to
bring about revolutions; © But

" all those were revolutions of
~the environments: ornly' and
" left the individual ‘man ‘un-
touched in his heart and men-
tal outlook. "The uniqueness
of the Bhoodan Yagna is:its
.-straight -appeal to the heart
and conscience 0£man'

It was
who evolved and
By

tried till now on a mass scale,
Mahatma Gandhi

political liberation of India.

After Gandhm, the problem of eco-

riomic freedom or economic equality and
justice, remained to be solved still. India
had discarded the traditional method of

violence and used the non-violent method
in her struggle for poligical fre‘edom.

“And’ he
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How to continue the Gandhian- revolu-
tion in the economic sphere was the pro-
blem. R :

Now, economic ffeedon;; _wil.l be airy
nothing unless the worker owns the means
of production of the essentials of his sub-

sistence. Therefore everyone, who can til],

should be made the owner of the land he
needs for his existence. Gandhiji had, of
course, the land problem always in his
mind. He hoped and said that the
Zamindars will one day give away their
lands voluntarily to the landless. Some
‘thought that it may be easy and satisfied
‘themselves - with resolutions passed in
conferences.. o

TRANSFORMATION OF HEART AND MIND

" But the total transformation of - the
human heart and mental revolutions can-
not be brought about by mere resolutions
and appeals. ' It requiresa man who is
fully charged with spiritual life, asappeals
from him alone can serve as a lever for
‘such revolutions. -

It was given to Acharya Vinoba
Bhave to take a lead in this problem,
He was deeply absorbed in the land pro-
- blem and in findinga non-violent solution

to.it. ' He was as if spiritually qualifying

himself for extending the Gandhian revo- .

lution in the economic
call comes, :

. * THE ORIGIN OF BHOODAN

+ He had been making various experi-
ments for years in his Ashram at Paunar,
6milesfrom Wardha. A1l were directed
to the one object of liberating man from
the clutches of money and making him
live independently on his own labour,
When invited to the Sarvodaya Confe.
rence in 1951, consistent with his principle,
‘he walked the distance to Hyderabad of
about 350 miles. On his return to Wardha
he walked, without the military .protec-
tion which the Government offered, into
" the heart of Telengana area which, you

sphere, when the

~marvellous use with an

~to this great Yagna.

SARVODAYA

-know, was the victim of popular violence -
on one side and the police methods of
putting it down on the other. He walked
into this area carrying the messagetoall—

the message of peace, love and unbend-
ing courage.

Somewhere in his walk an incident
happened which threw a ray of light for
.Vinobaji. It was in Pochampalli village*
After his usual talk at the meeting, some
‘Harijans said that they were tillers of
the soil but had no land of their own to
till. Vinobaji paused and thought that
there should be someone in the audience.
who could satisfy the hunger of the land-
less in their own midst. He appealed to
the audience and one Ramachandra Rao
immediately came forward offering 100

acres of land. The needy Harijans were
satisfied. ‘ :

To the people there this might have
appeared as a miraculous incident of
momentary importance. But to Vinoba
this was more than that. To him this
seemed to convey a guidance from God. -
1f one man could be moved by the need
of the landless, why not all those who
have, be also‘moved to give away to the
millions of the needy? His faith in God
and in human goodness made him hope
to tap this invisible perennial resource in
evefy human heart. * From the very next
day he began to pursue the Bhoodan
Yagna — the new way that God had
indicated to him to move forward in the
footsteps of his great master.

His mastery of this .technique "and

_ exposition 'of
the basic philosophy behincrl) Bhoodan
"have produced remarkable results. All
those who were then sceptical have
accepted it now as the only way open to. .
us to deal with the lapg problem
Persons of all partjeg except, of course,

ave no faith in human good-

ness have begun to give their full support

: www.vinoba.in - :
> ,
¢

* On 18th April, 1951

The State

. “




" THE BHOODAN MOVEMENT

Governments are giving theif support to
the movement by making the 'necessary
legislation for facilitating.the voluntary

transfer and distribution of land as ‘well-
as by offering any available State land

to the Bhoodan movement.

THE CULTURAL HERITAGE
OF INDIA

To the outside world this is almost
impossible to believe. "But it is daily
appening in India today. ‘It is but
natural and consistent with the spiritual
and cultural heritage and genius of
India that those who have land readily
offer a portion to the landless when some-
one could touch their heart. Gandhiji
had already tilled and ploughed the
Indian soil during the last thirty years
for such a non-violent action. We first
reaped the harvest of political freedom.
It only required another great man to
plough again and sow the seed for the
harvest of the economic freedom of the
masses. Here was Vinobaji who gave
the lead at the proper time.

This Bhoodan Yagna is but the logi-
cal outcome of the Sarvodaya philo-
sophy and approach. . Gandhiji’s philo-
sophy and technique of action were based

on the perennial philosophy of truth and
non-violence.

THE MAGICAL WORD SARVODAYA

The Sarvodaya Samaj was formed,
as I told you, as the fittest memorial to
Gandhiji. This magical word ‘Sarvo-
daya’ was coined by Gandhiji himself.
Sarvodaya means the total welfare of all,
to the exclusion of none. This will be
possible only by purity of means and a

way and value of life based on truth and
non-violence.

BHOODAKR—A FIRST STEP FOR THE
NEW ORDER OF SOCIETY

‘The Bhoodan Yagna, therefore, aims
at a total transformation of man by change
of his heart and mind. Bhoodan is not
an end in itselfbuta key to the solution

4 .

13:

of the'other economic . problems.with a

-view to create a new order of society, free

from any kind of exploitation of man by
man; in all spheres of life—economic,
social and political. -

APPEAL TO CEYLON

India is now showing a new way of
solving the land -problem in a peaceful
and unique way. Ceylon, whose social
fabric is woven with the message of love
and compassion of Lord Buddha, will
naturally take to this movement of Bhoo-
dan Yagna for peaceful solution of its
economic problems and will ‘march side
by side with India to show to the world
the non-violent way of life which will bring
peace and prosperity to all mankind. ¥

ALL-INDIA BHOODAN RECEIVED
. UP TO 20TH '_JU'NE, ‘83
Provincs ’ Total collections
in acreago
1. Assam cee” 1,313
2. Andhra 7,097
3. Uttar Pradesh 4,79,218
4. Utkal 7,535
5. Karnatak 673
6. Kerala 5,800
7. Gujarat 5,501
- 8, Tamil Nad 8,498
9. Delhi 1,124
10. Punjab-Pepsu vee 1,719
11, Bihar . 7,87,292
12. Bengal 202
13. Bombay City Nil
14. Madhya Pradesh 31,005
15, Madhya Bharat ces 2,491
16. Maharashtra 7,871
17. Mysore 694
18. Rajasthan 23,597
19, Vindhya Pradesh 2,382
20. Saurashtra 3,000
21, Himachal Pradesh 1,206
22, Hyderabad (Deccan) 55,870
Total 14,34,088
Land Distributed: Acres 29,080
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regarding the leaders of communism and taken, Sociali
communalism, but I'would have my say - Take for instance nationalisation - which
regarding socialism. I have been asked * is a plank of Socialism, Nationalisation
whether I have bézen'. able ‘to ‘reconcile  alone will not bring in the Socialistic
Sarvodayaiv- and Socialism in my éwn order. We have seen this in our own

34 S e

~ Jaiprakash Narain's Appeal fo Students

. . ;o — - 4P R LYY N .
TQO WORK FOR BHOODAN YAGNA . .. .
Shri Jaiprakash, being thoroughly convinced that the Bh?"dan‘ Yagl:l::(:ts- T
could pave the way for a total and peaceful transfgvmatxon of the pl’eie " his
order, has been recently working for the Yagna Wlth ____hea;tz and ) 50?953dmmg :
inspiring address at the Youths': Conference at Chandil-on8th ;ﬁargh; 7 :l their -
> the Fifth Sarvodaya Sammelah he appealed to the students - to -suspen pr
studies in schools and -colleges. and carry. among the P?OPI‘?,.the, m??g?tfhé- :
“Bhoodan Yagna'’, the greatest non-violent :evol'utior;asthe: students did' 1ot -
: Nom-Ge-opsration days of 1921, . “mind. This question arises before those
Ido notknow why I have been asked of the socialist-persuasion, as ifor. _me:aﬂC?,
to speak to you, young people, about your, - the students. * S
futu?e work}and’ yor'gagnri)safcli)on. Because PURE SOCIALISM IS TRUE ,'.SARV?SPAXA
Tam myself just trying to grasp the’ =~ Ifyou 'qndbr§tandr_'t~he.a1msl o,h _gcza:
principles of Sarvodaya just. now, I am: lism, forgetting’ its t‘heiqqes‘ fot the ‘mo-
under no illusion that I have the right to- ment, and bestow some serious t-hought on
deliver any message to you. Though T: its aims alone, it wo_u-}d npt be d!fﬁcu“
have got connections with the ‘youths of * for you to understand how we' can -very
the country and have given some thought easily make both Sarvodaya and Socia-
to their organisation, still I now find my-  lism meet together. © What we .desm:'_ is
self at the cross-roads. * the establishment of a society in which:
A DISTRESSING STATE - - there will be no exploitation, there will
Now-a-days, generally speaking, my,. be perféct equality and each -individual
experience is that the students of the: :will have equal opportunities for dévelop-
colleges and high schools are attracted to-:" ment. Sothe question of attaining these
‘wards either socialism or communism or.. ends, and realising these aims arises. We
communalism or movements based on.:have seen that' wherever attempts were
communal ideologiesas of the Rashtriya - made %o achieve these - aims through
Swayam Sevak Sangh or towards the ' violent means, these aims were not realis-
Dravidian Youth League of South India, ed, exploitation was not removed, equa-
etc. I have seen this happen in my youth lity was not established and the indi-
during the years 1921—22. At that time. vidual did not gain fall opportunities for

]

the Gandhian tempest raged over the " development. : S
country and the youths were all swept off Wherever a new order was brought -
their feet. But now-a-days the youths are’ about through a - violent revolution
of opinion that the ways of Gandhiji are we see' an entirely new thing taking

-old-fashioned. They say that Gandhiji’s. shape. Very often what we desire is to

ways cannot appeal to them in. this age- destroy the present established order of

of the atom bomb, and of revolutionary, things and imagine that thereby we. are

Russia and China. Perhaps the youths bringing in the new order. The Sociali
assembled here think differently and have - think that no sooner haci wee dg':tl?ol;fs:atcsi
been influenced by Sarvodaya. . -capitalism than-the new order will get
I would prefer not to say anything ' established. But in -this they are mis-
sm is not a negative thing.

WWw.vinoba.in



JAIPRAKASH NARAIN'S

country and in: other - countries.‘as . well.
Leave alone the case of Russia;our Rail-
ways today belong to all, they are no

longer the possession of a company, ‘but.

they are the property: of the entire nation.:

But if we are'.to. 'say that .the' Railway-

administration— is free from exploitation
we would be mistaken.  True, there is
no capitalism now; neither is there Socia-:
lism. What is ruling there is bureaucracy.
Similarly if we say that by : nationalising
the other indust- " -
ries' we will be
ushering in Socia-
lism we would"
only be deceiving
ourselves. How
then are wé to get
at the reality?
How to proceed’
so far? We' are
now faced with
this question. But
Sarvodaya h'as
already taken
long strides in the-
direction in'which
we are proceed-
ing, in which our -
thinking is taking
us. Therefore if
weare true Social-
ists we would be
true followers of
Sarvodaya as
well.

VINOBA HAS -OPENED THE

.~ SARVODAYA WAY .
We say that every individual has
got the right to take part in the govern-
ance of the country. Answering a query
as-to how true democracy can be establi-
shed, Vinoba has declared that it is essen-
tial to establish village government. And
if we are true socialists we should also
proclaim our faith in village autonomy.
Thus are the two streams of thought
meeting togetherob.inWhile some people

VINOBAJI AND JAIPRAKASHJ)

APPEAL TO STUDENTS 18
make:fun of my attendance .at this -con-:
ference, my, participation in it and. my
admiration for Vinobayji, there are others
who say,. “so you have come round. at
last!™ : But the time -has; come - :now . for
all of us:to think - truthfully, deeply and
courageously. Any -true socialist who
strives day and- night- for realising. his
aims, will find himself in the same . posi-
tion that I find myself in today. ,
Let us not take into account

' .. Gandhiji and

Vinobaji. All the
others belong to
~a different cate:
gory. There was
a time when none
was able to say
how to proceed
and where. The
common people
were then under
t e expectation
that the close
followers of
Gandhiji would

- show the way to
transform society
which' "Gandhiji
would of ‘cource
‘have done, had
he beenalive. But
“after his exit,. the
entire prospect
was one of utter
darkness. My own
impression is, had
not Vinobaji launched the Bhoodan
Yagna. campaign we would have forgotten
Gandhiji.and forgotten Sarvodaya; we
would have lost faith in what Gandhiji
had said and done and the path of
Sarvodaya would have been blocked.
Vinobaji has infused new life by placing
the Bhoodan Yagna programme before
us. Otherwise the constructive workers
would have continued ploughing their
lonely furrows. This would have certainly
benefited the country to some extent but
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the hope of . the common man that the
followers of Gandhiji would take steps
for the transformation of the country,
would have been shattered and an armed
revolution would have ensued with en-
tirely different consequences. Therefore
. we should take to this method in order
to achieve the aims we cherish. Let us,
forgetting our self-importance and the
prestige of the party, get down to work.
SARVODAYA IN THE PLACE OF
-~ SOCIALISM
- Iplace all these things before the
students purposely because they are all
faced with the same question and they
are in a dilemma. It seems to them that
we are going astray. We should very
sincerely keep our aims - before our eyes
and achieve them. The aims we have,
-are not our sole monopoly; they are
claimed by others also; but our means are
different. So Shankarrao Deoji said just
now and he is right. If the aim is to
establish a society which will be free
from exploitation and if that is achieved
through violent means the aim will still
remain. unrealised.
motion new forms of exploitation. Ex.
ploitation signifies the denial to one of
his rights. We cannot expect the complete
removal of exploitation. Even today the
level of our own life is far higher than
that of our brethren; so it cannot be

denied that we have exploited them. Yoy
are today engaged in your studies; much
money is being spent on you. Such
expense cannot be incurred by the poor
over the education of their children. So
a part of the responsibility for the exploi.
tationrests on you. Perhaps to hope for
the complete removal of exploitation ig
to hope for the impossible. But we should
pursue that ideal and have our limits de.
tined. Even in Russia differences do exist;
the high-paid drawing forty times ag
much as the low-paid.  The level of life
lived by the officials is very high; so ex.
ploitation is far from being extinct there,
Because they,gained power through viol.
ence, by the same means they decide the

Violence sets in’

* SARVODAYA

share of the fruits of labour that should
go to each. The society which is truly
free from exploitation can be created
only through non-violence. Hence I have
no objection in replacing the name of
Socialism by the name Sarvodaya.
TRUSTEESHIP IN ACTION
- I have been questioned regarding
trusteeship. When Gandhiji went to U. P.
in 1935, the Zamindars of the place met
him and asked him what their fate would
be under the rule of the Congress—Socia-
list party which had just then been form-
ed. Gandhiji replied “I cannot pro-
phesy what will happen when the Socia-
lists would have gained dominance over
the Congress; but I will not be a party to
your extinction so long as you conduct
yourselves as trustees of your lands.”
Iwas really put out when I heard
this and told my colleagues that Gandhiji
was telling this to those very Zamindars
who were committing so many atrocities
on the poor. He wanted them to become
trustees and assured them that he would
not allow their removal. The meaning
of all this is, neither are they going to
become trustees nor would Gandhiji
allow their destruction. We believed in
those days that this ideal of trusteeship
would remain only on paper; it would
never beacted upon. But today | am seeing
in Gaya where a bhiga of land is worth
between two to six thousand rupees, people
have given their lands. Some 48 thous-
and acres have been given away. Regard-
ing Gandhiji’s pet theories, Kishorlal Bhai
once wrote: “We are mistaken in think-
ing that the ideals he is expounding areé
Never going to be practised. It appears
to us, that Gandhiji may exhort the
wealthy to become trustees; but (f e
wealthy were not wise) they ’are not 8OINE
to do any such thing., The social set-up
%nd .IES poverty will continue as they are-
w?ltl lb ;ve View Gandhiji in this light, W€
Committing a big blunder:
ere he alive today he would himsel
have taken up the work that Vinoba bas
undertaken. What is more probable is,
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he would have done it much earlier and

his manner of doing it would have been .

more attractive. Gandhiji was saying,
that we welcome those who would behave
as trustees; if they will not we will pre-
pare the poor and ask’ them not to co-
operate in self-exploitation. Thus will
-we prepare both. Similarly in the Bhoo-
dan Yagna both the donor and the benefi-
ciary are being prepared. To the extent
that Bhoodan Yagna gets popularised,
the exploited in the villages will be
awakened and they would begin to think
of -opposing exploitationthrough non-
violent means. So if we simply brush
aside the trusteeship idea on the plea
that nobody is going to act- up to it we
would be committing a great blunder.
After all, do not even the socialists think
of conflicts and class-wars? - The work-
ing people are not armed with pistols or
bombs; when'they think in terms of general
strikes' which according to their belief
will make the castle of capitalism topple
down, a certain amount of violence is
unavoidable in the process,

REVOLUTION HAS COME .

hen I see the young people today
I am reminded of those days when I was
studying in the Patna College. At that

time Maulana Abul Kalam Azad had

come to Patna and I heard his non-
C0-operation speech. His speech made us
all leave our college. The revolution
that took place in the mind of the youths
then was not due to any other cause in

€ same measure as to Gandhiji’'s move-
ment. A similar revolution is in the offing
today. I have not till now heard a speech
comparable with the one* that Vinoba deli-
vered yesterday. He presented the matter
before usas ke viewed it from the philoso-
phical stand-point. Whoever has grasped
its significance is sure to have his life
transformed. I am having some contacts
with the youths and their present condi-
- tion makes me depressed. They have
-enthusiasm, but it appears to me that

“Vinobaji's spesch on 7—35—'53 1Is as it were a
:Sarvodaya Mstilteste"ifublished in SARVODAYA ),
s -

“long will be equally C
‘has said that even if you are not to join

. pare ourselves for it. 7
- give up your studies; go and wander ab-

17

; : TR .
“they are lacking in faith, concentration

and mental depth.

If the seeds of Sarvodaya have fallen
in your mind and intellect, you will re-
move these defects and you will remember
your duty ‘by the performance of which
yourself and the society to which you be-
benefited:  Vinoba

the Bhoodan Movement, you should leave
your colleges. - It ‘is impossible that a
scholar of his stature to have become an
enemy of learning. Why then did he say
this?  Because the kind of education that
is being given today is beneficial ' neither
to the student norto the society not again
to the country. Such is the _present condi-
tion. So no effort should be spared - to-
wards the realisation of our duty to the
maximum extent. o -

.. GIVE AN YEAR TO THIS MOVEMENT

We are living in stirring - times
comparable to. 1921. Revolution is afoot.
Let us take our share in it. Let us pre-

I want you all to

out irithe villages and make what contri-

butions you can to the Bhoodari Movement

and try to make this.revolution a success,
AN YEAR'S EDUCATION MORE -

. Why hesitate to leave college fora
year? 1 have seen in America many
students studying for a_term and working
during the next for earning.the means for
further studies. I had then become a
convert to communism and having deci-
ded on a trip to Russia I had left college
and was in search of a job which would
fetch me enough to make the trip. But
those were days of depression and un-
employment was on the increase. I
wandered continuously, was prepared for
any odd job, but I could not secure any.
Then Ifell ill, incurred 'some debt in
consequence, but cleared it all later by
working. On looking back from this dist-

-ance it does not appear to me that I lost
‘anything by losing a year at the .college.

I have never felt that what I learnt in
(Continued in page 21 )
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. .VINOBA

'BHAVE AND HIS BHOODAN YAGNA

— HALLAM TENNYSON —

-~ The f(‘)]‘]o'wing,is‘ the fﬁll fei‘_t of the broad‘cast talk on the B. B. C.,.a

o)
~

" “India, the land of pilgrims, has added
a new variety to its antique and exotic
assortment: Vinoba Bhave the leader and
inspirer of the Land Gifts’ Mission. Any
morning at 4'o’clock you can see him and -
his companions trudging from village to
village under a twilight sky. Behind lum.
bers a covered oxcart. . And it’s not until
you look inside this cart that you realise
that Vinoba - is leading . a new kind of
pilgrimage. He himself is the very picture
of a prehistoric Hindy sage. He is bent
and bearded and carries 2 staff. He walks
barefoot, swathed in coarse homespun.
But the cart containg articles not usually
n by Indian ascetics. Among
the bundles of bedding there are type-

writers, stzgtionpry and a filing cabinet,
For the cart is the mobile office of a
Missi

on which, in two years, has collected
no less than .one million acres of land as
free gifts for land]ess peasants. If it reacheg
1ts target of 50 million, the Mission will

ave achieved the largest peaceful revolu.
tion in history., N

THE GENESIS OF LAND-GIFT MISSION

The Land Gifts” Mission started in
1951. That spring there was a meeting
of rural workers in Hyderabad in an area
where Communist agitators were murder-
ing their landlords, = Vinobaji never uses
money, so he decided to walk to this
meeting although it was some 300 miles
away from where he lived. On the way,
in every village through which he passed,
he came face to face with the mjisery of
the landless peasants. When he reached -
Hyderabad he went straight to a village
where Communist violence was daily
expected and appealed to the landlords.
“If you had four sons and a fifth was
born”, he said,., . ¥ou:would certainly give

by any of them sat

summary of which was published.in the previous issue of Sarvodaya.

him a share of your land. Treat me as
your fifth son and give me my shqre.
Being Hindus the landlords’ imaginations
were touched. Land was given, aqd the
Land Gifts’ Mission was born. In his two
months in Hyderabad Vinobaji received
nearly 12,000 acres in trust for the land-
less. The Communists there have never
regained their hold.

From Hyderabad Vinobaji was in-
vited to Delhi to meet the Pandits of the
Planning Commission. It took him two
months to walk the 600 miles, but on the
way he received 18,000 acres. From then
on, the rest of India began to compete for
his services. And like Felix the Cat,
Vinobaji just keeps on walking.

WHAT IS VINOBAII‘S SECRET?

What is "Vinobaji's secret? When I
first met him 6 years ago his name was
known to very few. He lived in seclusion
in a village in Central India. The day
of my visit was a day of perishing heat,,
dust and monkeys. Vinobaji, undeterred
spinning on the
verandah of his mud hut. He talked of
his experiment in self-sufficiency. He had
a quick nervous smile and blinked at me
over the top of his .battered steel-rimmed
spectacles. Then he returned to his spin-
ning.  His thin, frail body and his grey
beard, made him look much older than.
his 52 years — a modern St.  Simeon
Stylites, reserved, recluse, austere. I
was told that he had once heen a scholar
and had given up everything to lead the
life of an obscure peasant. 1 wag awe-
struck but a little puzzled. . I dig not see
how such a life, restricted by its bottle-,
neck of high principles, could ever affect
the workaday world,
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‘1 ought to have known better. - India
honours one thing above all, — renuncia-
tion. Renunciation of worldly possessions,
that ideal finds its echo in every Hindu
heart. Even industrial tycoons are still
apt suddenly to throw up everything and
retire to die in a mud hut by the ‘Ganges.
Vinobaji has reversed this process. At
the age of 57, when most people think of
retirement, Vinobaji has emerged from it.

GANDHIJI'S LEAD IN RENUNCIATION

It was Gandhiji, who first demonst-
rated the powerful effect on his country-
men of renouncing wealth for the sake of
human service rather than personal salva-
tion. Vinobaji has trodden the same path-
way into India’s heart. He has no posses-
sions beyond a spinning wheel and a few
home-spun clothes. Hundreds of people
have offered him their cars so that he
could move more quickly from village to
village. They believed he would get
more work done. But Vinobaji courteously
refused such offers. The peasants can’t
afford cars and he knows better than to
break the magic bond of sympathy that
binds him to the peasants. Again Vinobaji
suffers from ill-health. He has a chronic
duodenal ulcer and is subject to dysentery.
And this has made him old and frail
be:fore his-time. Recently, when stricken
with severe malaria, he refused to be trea-
ted with quinine since the peasants could
not afford it. Is it any wonder that seeing
this elderly saint slowly but surely ruining
his health in their service, these same
beasants should hold him in veneration?

But it is not only the poor who look
on Vinobaji as a man of God. He touches
the conscience of the wealthy as well. He
approaches them in a spirit of loving con-
cilation. They are lucky, he says, for it
1s more blessed to give than to receive.
And as the givers of land they are en-
nobled while the landless are merely the
passive recipients of their rights, Not that
Vinobaji is unduly tender to the suscepti-
bilities of the rich. ‘From a large landlord
for instance.he.sefuses anything less than
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1/6th of his best property. He would
rather have no land at all-than land given
merely as a sop to public opinion. The
gift must spring from a change of heart.
And so, the landlords greet Vinobaji with
garlands on his entry into a new village
but they smile a' little sheepishly at the
prospect of being “fleeced.” |

HIS APPEAL TO THE COMMUNIST

To the Communist Vinobaji also
speaks words of affection. He says “If
you would give up class hatred and  truly
work for the good of all, I would be the
first to join you.” And despite official
Communist denunciations of his work, in
some areas leading party members have
contributed land. His approach is the
same to all men, whatever their creed and
conditions. An effort to reach the divine

-spark which he believes them to possess

and then to make real to them the needs
of their fellows in a language they can
understand. ‘

AN IRON WILL-POWER-

This ideal he has put quite" literally
into practice. Vinobaji has taught himseif
no less than 16 languages. At 46 he,
learned both Persian and Arabic so as to.

be able to converse more freely with his
Muslim neighbours. -

Vinobaji has acquired his strength
through renunciation, much as India’s an-
cient sages were supposed to acquire
magical powers through their austerities.
Vinobaji's magic is singleness of purpose
and an iron will. There are many stories
about his will-power. At the age of ten
he is said to have sworn a vow of chastity
from which he has never swerved. At the
age of twenty when ke joined Gandhiji's
rural centre he took his certificates and
diplomas — and being a brilliant scholar
and mathematician he had many — and .
burned them oneby one in the flame of
an oil lamp, in spite of his mother’s horri-
fied protests. A few years later, at this-
same beloved mother’s death he refused

to attend her funeral, since the pyre would



20

though himself born an orthodox Brahmin,

had come to disapprove of the caste. sys-

tem.. “When he joined Gandhiji, the

Mahatmaji told himto simplity life.
Vinobaji tock his words to . heart. He
vowed to wWear no more than one garment
at a time and to forego salt, the last re.
maining condiment which he allowed him:
selfi .. - ~ S

: But with all his asceticism, - Vinobaji
has resisted pride ' of poverty -— that
subtlest temptation of the saints. He hag
never urged anyone else to follow his way
of life. And he goes his own way with 3
striking serenity. To someone who asked
him if his work would succeed, he replied,
“Fire merely burns. [t does not care
whether'an’yone putsa pot on it, fills it
with: water and puts rice in it to make g

meal. . To'burn is the limit of its duty.”-.-

'HIS DAILY. PROGRAMME

., Out on the mission, of course, fellow
Pilgrims have to share his spartan routine,
4 a. m. twelve dry .and command-
Ing handclaps‘ echo brusquely through the
huts where the mission is sleeping — guest
of a poor Muslini or Untouchable as often
as of a wealthy landlord, They pack up

camp, then at 4 3. m, ‘they assemble for
prayers and silent spinning. In half an

hour they set off ' on foot for their next
stopping - place. When day breaks they
halt for a roadside breakfast, vegetarian
and spare like all their meals. A crowd
gathers, and while he eats Vinobaji chatg
with the people and listen. to their prob.
lems. By 10 a. m. the party has reached

the village where it will stay till next

morning.- Vinobaji settles under a tree to
spin and summons the local landlords.

If they seem apathetic;
gentle, skinny forefinger at
reminds them of the horror and violence
that will sweep the country unless the
peasants get their rights,  In the evening
a meeting takes place in a shed specially

he shakes a

decorated  with..flwers ‘and =~ votive

be lit by a Brahmin; and Vinobaji, al-

- have dared to come out of hi

them an d

SARVODAYA

lamps. It starts with prayers. Then the
Jandlords are invited to declare how much
land they are ready to give.  Perhaps
there is not enough ~offered to meet the
needs of all the landless. - If so Vinobaji
asks the landless themselves to chéose the
most deserving, and at the same  time en-
courages the landlords to make their dona.
tions bigger. At one place an Untouch-
able who owned only 1/5th of an acre
offered his tiny plot, since he had. just-got
a job ina nearby factory. "Vinobaji gravely
took a gift-deed from him, then endorsed
it to the effect that since he. belonged to
the class to whom land should be given,

his plot should be returned'to him forth.
with. S )

Scenes like that arouse an atmosphere
of almost evangelical fervour. sPeople
start trying to outdo each other in genero-
sity. But Vinobaji is careful to canalise
the flood of emotion. He sits by as level-
headed as ever; garlanded like an emaciat-
ed and reluctant Caesar. Then he sets up
a village committee to supervise the
cultivation-of the distributed land and to
obtain seeds and implements from the
Government officials. ~ From those receiv-
ing land he extracts a pledge that they
will not resell for ten years. By 8 o’clock
p- m. the meeting is usnally over, and an
hour later the pilgrim retires to sleep.
They have to-be on the move again at
3-30 the next morning. Vinobaji shuns
publicity. He will almost certainly tick
me off for talking about him like this. He
himself has refused to be interviewed on
the air. He has said that if Gandhiji had
not been assassinated he would never

L s _retirement.
Yet he is no more imitator of Gandhiji. In.

India where saints and specially dead
saints — exercise an enor

— eXe mous, even a
paralysing influence op people’s minds,
one might have expected Vinobaji to

disguise himself i the mantle which
others claim  to bave fallen on his
shoulders. He does not. He rarely speaks
of Gandhiji in public, He has his own
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dignity, emphasis and methods. ~ Like a ' ditions no.less restricted. My last glimpse
ca%dlg,’ li:ngz a neighbouring flame, he now.: of Vinobaji was the'same as my first. He

burns with a steady and separate light.

In contrast to most ascetics too Vino-
baji believes in the future and in human-
kind. He once said, “people call this .an
age of sin and degradation”, “yet how can
that be? The Buddha is supposed to have
lived in a time freer from sin than our own.

Yet someone as great as he had to pay a-

heap of gold for nothing but a small parcel
of land. While I, mere humble devotee
of God, have been entrusted with thou-
sands of acres as free gifts.”

HE IS “EMBODIMENT OF INDIA™

Vinobaji is the embodiment of India.
In spite of his wide culture and learning
Westerners might find him less easy to
approach than Gandhiji. When first I
met-him I thought him reserved, almost
remote. - When he spoke, his simple, un-
sophisticated language, suited to an.audi-
ence of illiterate peasants, fell oddly on
the jaded ears of Europe. Yet most great
spirits have shaped their message to con-

was squatting outside his mud hut, bent
+ like'a séholar over his spindle. A group
_of peasants crouched round him expecting
guidance and help. He was talking to
them in his quiet courteous way. And I
thought, it will be the same to-morrow
and the day after and the day after that
until he dies. And there was something
about the image that this thought conjured
up something in the enormous tranquility

of his patience and his faith, which told:

me that Vinobaji's message was, not limi-
ted to the country in which it ‘was uttered.
The twentieth century may be.rich in jet
aeroplanes, but it is pretty poor in saints.
We need to.remember that what . we call
‘progress’ is nothing if it leadsto no corres-
ponding inner change, and Vinobaji gives
us this reminder in the one way which has
power to move and impress. By the ex-
ample of a life and character utterly dedi-
cated to the service of his fellows and the
God he believes to be revealed in them. -

* **Amirta Bazar Patrika,’ 8th May, '53

(Continued from Page 17)
Jaipiakash Narain’s Appeal to Students

fields and factories was inferior or negli-
gible instruction. The experiences that I
gained there could never have been had
in colleges. Similarly the education you
will receive from the villages can never
be got from schools and colleges. And
I believe that if your parentsare concern-
ed about your future, about the develop-
ment of your personality they will of their
own accord say—*‘All right, my dear boy,
go and work for a year.” It is expected
of everyone that he dedicates himself to
Bhoodan Yagna for a year. People are
giving away their lands and let us give
our time and energy. - Vinoba says
what a revolution it-wouldbe, a revolution
that would set ‘an example to the whole
world if we gncceeded in solving the big
Problem of land through truly democrati¢
‘06 .

method! If we succeed in solving the’
big problem of land in a big province like
Bihar within a year, it will have far—
reaching consequences. So we invite you
all to join hands in'this revolution’ and
hope and trust that the youth of the’
country. will not fail to take to this road.

* ’

TRUTH AND NON-VIOLENCE
— MAHATMA GANDHI — '

I am quite sure that no one would
have cared for my politics, if ‘I was not
pledged to truth and non-violence. Truth
was instinctive with me, and non-violence
came later. At school I was a dunce and
I began my legal career as a second-rate .
lawyer, My client§ in South’ Africa were
“1iot at all impressed with my: legal talent,
but whein they saw that I would rot under
any circumstances swerve from truth, they

clungtome. .. . . .-
: . ‘Mabatma’—Vol 1V
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Satyagraha in Germany

— F. MARY BARR —

Mary Barr who met Dr. Koch at the: Conference in
Germany in 1951, has sent the 'fol]o.wmg’r article based on
information partly taken from her friend’s letter and partly
from ‘“‘Peace News™ for readers of Sarvodaya. .

: C]Dr Nikolaus Koch, a well-known
German pacifist, is 35 years old, and tall.
He used to be in the German army, and
received a nasty leg wound on the Russian
froit. Since the war he has become a
devoted student and follower of Gandhiji.

- In August, 1951, he was a speaker at
an international. pacifist conferenc‘e in
agricultural country near the ‘Iron
Curtain’ in Western Germany. Along

~with other members from vario us
countries, he werit to explore the ‘curtain’
and found that'it consisted, just there, of
a river with only a ferry ‘on which people
could pass from one zone to the other,
and that only with permission from armed
guards on each bank.. By his friendly
attitude, shouting across to the villagers
and guards on the other side that they

were Gandhi-followers and had no.

enemies, he received an invitation from
the Eastern-zone guards to visit the vill-
age on their side of the river., Unfortu-
nately. those on the Western bank refused
to allow anyone to cross. A few days
later permission was granted by the
Western Goyernment for two of the con.

ference members, to cross the ‘curtain’ on

the ferry...

Since then Koch has written a book

on non-violence and has ‘done
towards training satyagrahis, »
feels that present-day Germany offers
precisely the opportunity for putting into
practice ‘the principles-in-actlon. which
Gandhiji demonstrated in S. Africa and
India; so, probably inspired by Vinobaji,
he has started out on a PeaceWalk 'with
six companions. They expect to cover
some six hundred miles from Hamburg to
Berlin via B, T"H attempt to persuade

something

‘Now he

German Governments and those of the
Western powers to initiate a move for
peace by negotiation and the re-unifica.
tion of Germany. As they go they ex-
plain their mission to the people.

At their first stop the police banned
their meeting"and followed them the next
day. At Uelzen Dr. Koch and his friend
Paul Debes spoke to the local police’
chief, who caused the tracking policemen
to be called off and himself. attended
their meeting. It proved to be stormy,
but Koch and Debes remained calm, and
the audience was visibly impressed. At
Celle the walkers were allowed to speak
at a teachers’ training college. - They
write that police opposition and press dis-
trust seem to have been overcome, but
their two big tasks lie ahead; first inter-
viewing the Western authorities at -Bonn,
and second, crossing the river Werra near
where the pacifists were to enter the
Eastern Zone in 1951,

upporting  this non-violent move-
ment is a small weekly, “The Non-Vio-
lenit'Notebook.” Dr., Koch and his group

may be contacted at Hamburg 39,
Winterhuden Marktplatz 10, m e

- YO FOREIGN SUBSCRIBERS

We are thankfiul to
foreign countries who ‘are interested in
Sarvodaya Magazine. Some of them .are
sending their currency notes jp envelopes
as subscription. We are sorry that. they
have to be returneq as they cannot be
cashed here unless they are sent through
regular bankmgr chahnels. We request
friends to send us

£ money equivalent to .
"Rs.4in1 o duivalen

N Indian currency for each . annual
subscrlp_tion. . : o

_many friends in

'SARVODAYA, ‘
DEVJI COLONY. TIRUPUR, s, Inpia  © .
et TR S INDIA T




BHOODAN NEWS
MAHARASHTRA ' '

Shri Shankarrao Deo toured in the
18 villages in Satara district addressing
meetings. Within ten days 1,716 acres of
land, a pair of bulls and some agricultural
implements were received as gifts from
. the villagers. Sri Maloji Rao Nimbalker
alone donated 1,000 acres. Sri Yaswantha
Rao Chowhan promised to donate # of
his income every year for life. .

Shri Anna Sahib Sahasrabudhe, Shri
Kunteji, and Shri Limyeji toured in
Kolaba district. They collected 550 acres
of land. '

Acharya Dada Dharmadhikari along

with Shri Vimala Behn Takore toured in
" Thana district. He addressed village
meetings and received 150 acres of land.
Shri Shankarrao Dhidholker toured in the
districts of Bheed and Nager and colle-
cted 40-acres of land.-
RAJASTHAN .

Shri Siddaraj Dhadda conducted 2
~ training camp for Bhoodan work, in Seker

district, for workers and students. Shri
Ladu Ram Joshi and a batch of workers
are touring in Jaipur district.. Shri
Siddaraj Dhadda. and Shri Phoolchand
Gandhi are touring in Pali district.
GUJARAT o o
In Vedchi Ashram a traiming camp
for Bhoodan workers was run fr.Om» lst
to 5th May. Intense propaganda is being
carried on in villages through literature,
dance, drama etc. All parties are_enthu-
siastically participating in the Bhoodan
work. Gujarat has collected 12,473 acres
of land for Bhoodan so far. :
UTKAL o
The Utkal Provincial Samithi did
‘intense work in Cuttack district by hold-
-ing Bhoodan conférences in each taluk.
In the conferences at North Bincharpur
-taluk 182 acres, at Ali taluk 310. acres,
at South Bhincharpur taluk 1,674 acres of
‘land were collected. T his is 4 new attempt

o collect"CoHithuihity Bhoodan. In Puri -
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ALL OVER INDIA

district intense propaganda is being
carried on. 10 students devoted to Bhoodan
work for one year are engaged in full time
work. The total land collections in Utkal
is 7,536 acres.

- BENGAL : ‘

7 batches of workers toured in 688
villages and addressed 72 meetings. 202
acres of land were received for Bhoodan.
HYDERABAD n T

. Shri Jayaprakash Narain undertook
a Bhoodan tour for 7 days in the 2nd week
of May in one district of Telengana. He
addressed in all 30 meetings and received
6,001 acres of land. Swami Ramanand
Thirth toured in Aurangabad district and
collected 1,000 acres of land for Bhoodan.
Hyderabad had so far collected 55,870
acres of land out of whick 9,775 acres
were already distributed to 2,097 families.
PUNJAB-PEPSU

Srimathi Satyabala with-a band of
workers toured in Bhivani tahsil. She
visited 35 villages doing intense propa-
ganda for Bhoodan and for social reform.
In every village she addressed separate
ladies’ meetings.  She collected 2,790
bighas of land from 72 donors. - Hizzar
district has so far donated 1,368 acres of
land, 16 ploughs,” 2 buildings, 1 camel
and Rs. 201 for purchasing agricultural

implements.. The total ‘collection. in
Punjab is 1,719 acres. - :
MYSORE -

In May 127.acres-of land and 4 bulls
were received: towards the Yagna. In.
July a conference of . Bhoodan.. warkers
will be held in, Bangalore for the reorgani-
sation of the Mysore Bhoodan Committee
and its work. : .

VINDHYA PRADESH -

-Shri

Vallabhaswami " toured for a

week in-the province to contact - workers,

organise Bhoodan ‘conferences and: do

propaganda. .In Teekamgar he addressed
'a meeting where all party workers.decided
.to enthusiastically carry . on the. work.

When he visited . Ajayagar he interviewed
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Maharaja. Shri. Punyaprathap Singhji

" who offered a donation-of 923 bighas of

land.. He visited and addressed workers’
meetings at Rewa and Umeria. In all
he received 459 acres of land.

BIHAR L o
- After a rest of 3 months Vinobaji,
again on 12th March, started on his - tour
just after the Chandil Sarvodaya Con-
ference. - From Manbhum district he
proceeded to Hazaribagh district where
he chalked out a new line of action so
that the.entire land problem of the pro-
vince could be solved. He met the workers
and instructed them to.do intense door-to-
door propaganda in the 6,000 villages of
the district and fixed 3 lakhs of acres
for the quota. The .workers carried on
the work and collected 4} lakhs of acres.
Vinobaji heartily congratulated them.
Vinobaji continued his march through the
forests of Palamu district. ‘Meanwhile he
fell ill and had to take rest till 30th June.

From July 1st again he will resume his
tour. :

acres of land,
ANDHRA

Swami Sitaram had a three-monthg’
tour of Srikakulam, Vizagapatnam, East
and West Godavari,and Krishna districts

_in connection with the Bhoodan. During
the tour he had received land donations
of 820 acres, and cash donations including
promises of about Rs. 8,000. :
MADHYA PRADESH ‘ .

- In May, ’53- rapid . progress was

- made for Bhoodan in Madhya Pradesh.
About 15,120 acres of land-gifts were re.
ceived by the end of April,’53. But during
May alone a record figure of 15,885 acres
was achieved. Now the total gift is 31,000
out of which 11,506 acres. were ¢ollected
by: 8ant Tukdoji Maharaj;' during his 11

days’ tour in the Yeotmal
Berar. Shri Acharya Dada Dharmadhikari
toured in Harda tahsil along: with. the
Provincial - Convenor for 6 days, and
addressed large gatherings of Kisans and
. Mazdurs. Whoutdi620 acres of lanid dona-

Bihar has so far collected 7,18,772‘

district of .
Yatfai:party. The D
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tions were received onthe spot.. Shri B. R.
Mandloi, Revende Minister, toured in his
home district with workers and collected
about 1,066 acres of land including one
entire village consisting of 400 acres of
land.  About 500 acres . were collected
by Shri Surendra Tiwari a member of the
Proviricial Bhoodan Samiti in the Seoni-
Malwa tahsil of Hoshangabad in'15 days’
time. He was accompained by Shri Prem
Nath Wasnik, M. L. A.,and Shri Manjulji.
Professors Hatekar and Bung of the
Commerce College, Wardha, along with
a party of their students have also collect.
ed about 400 acres of land. Shri Shankar.
rao Deo started on 5th June on his 40
days’ walking tour from Raigarh to
Nagpur.
TAMIL NAD
[ From the reports of Sri. S. Jagannathan,
Convenor, Tamil Nad Bhoodan Committee ]
-~ At the Chandil Sarvodaya Samme.
lan  Vinobaji advised the ' Tamil Nad
workers to concentrate in one district,
preferably in Coimbatore and complete
its quota. Accordingly a training camp
wasrun at Kugalur village for 40 workers
to carry on intensive work for Bhoodan,
Different batches under the leadership of
Sr} R. Guruswami of Gandhi Niketan
Sri K. Arunachalam and Srimati Manon..
mani Arunachalam, Srimati Krishnammal
Jagannathan, Srj Alagriswami, SriR.T.P.
Subramania Nadar and others, started
the Yatras in two areas on 10th May. Sri
O.P. Ramaswami Reddiar, former Chief
Minister, inaugurated the Yatras on the
10th.. May.  About 300 acres in all were
received besides 3 pairs: of . bylls and
agricultural sets, and Sampath-dhan from
a .,fe\\f and ]allaopr-'dhan from 100 persons
n one place one )

out of his 1.’? acres aspeli;ggo%a;\;e S acres
place where no- Bhoodap Wwas t.axpected

luntarily colle-

them to the
eputy Tahsildar of
ered Rs,” 15 ag
;1 rgmpath-dhan' Each
30 villages walking abo?t igxée;?ﬁe:bg '

and offered



* The Sarvodaya Conterence in Ceylon

.Cq:he Sarvodaya Samaj wasstarted
six years ago and we had ﬁvp annual
-Sarvodaya Conferences in India. " The
message of Sarvodaya is regchl_ng,a,ll. the
_corners of the world. But it was given
to Ceylon .to have the first Sarvoda_tya‘
Conference outside the bordersof India.
The Conference was . held in Neer-
vely village near Jaffna in the nortll’ern
part of Ceylon on 29th and 30th May ’53.
Shri Shankarrao Deo opened the Con-
ference and he had a ‘pleasant experience
in Ceylon during his first visit outside
India. S .
-Ceylon is divided from India only by
a-strip of twenty miles of sea but is all
one with India in life, culture and reli-
gion. Shri Deo rightly said in his address
that-he did not feel that he was .in a
foreign country. o
Ceylon was a Crown Colony of the
British Empire till recently but all along
it has been more influenced by Indian
culture and Gandhiji's movements.
Gandhiji visited Ceylon in 1927 on Khadi
tour for Daridranarayana. There was a
great response. Since then many in Ceylon

have been wearing khadi and following

Gandhiji’s philosophy and programme
in all possible ways. .

_After’ Gandhiji his followers in.
Ceylon were looking towards the Sarvo-
daya Samaj and Vinobaji for inspiration
and guidance. They started an organisa-
tion known as All Ceylon Gandhiya Seva
Sangh. Principal Handy Perinbanaya-
kam, Shri K. Nesiah, Lecturer in Colombo
UniVEYSity, the two well-known Gandhian
followers, and many others are the Presi-
dent, the Vice-Presidentand office bearers
of the Sangh. Shri S. K, Velayudham
Pillai is its full time secretary. He is
a humble and devoted worker who has
dedicated his life for the Gandhian-
Sarvodaya mission. The Sangh has about
a thousand” memﬁjers among whom are
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proctors, principals, lecturers, Tamil
Pandits and Vidwans, government ser-
vants, tradersand -workers all over
Ceylon. It has about twenty-five branches
in towns as well as villages. ,

During these three years the Sangh
has been ‘concentrating its attention on-
the propagation. of Gandhian literature.
through the publications and the Sarvo-
daya magazines of our Sarvodaya Prachu-
ralayam besides tackling many local
problems, in the Gandhian way.

Last October on.Gandhiji's birth-
day the Sangh started the Sarvodaya
Ashramat Neervely wvillage on the ground
of two acres given away .by Shri Vela--

‘yudham Pillai with a view to train

workers in Gandhian constructive pro-
gramme and carry on village . work to-
wards self-sufficiency. - They have just
now started the palm-gur industry in the
Ashram which was formally opened in
May, '53. , :
It is natural that the Sangh  decided
to convene the first Ceylon Sarvodaya’
Conference after having done so much of
field work during the last three years..
They were so happy that Shri Shankar-
rao Deo could agree to open the Confer-
ence. . - ‘
- The Conference washeld in a simple
charming palmyra grove under a pandal
covered with cocoanut leaves. There
were about 300 members from all over
Ceylon. Shri K. Nesiah read his welcome
address and it was followed by Shri
Perinbanayakam who read his presiden-
tial address. Both dealt on the condi-
tions of Ceylon and the way in which
the Sarvodaya principles could be appli-
ed to the solution of Ceylon problems.
Shri Deo lighted the oil lamp in the
Indian way of ‘inaugurating functions.
Mr. C. C. Desai, the High Commissioner
of India in Ceylon, visited the conference,
and spoke on the teachings of Gandhiji.
Shri Deo addressed the conference on the
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message of l Sarvodaya.. Inthe evening
session there wasa general -discussion on
the place of mechanised centralised indus-
tries and the importance of cottage indus-

tries. The Conference endorsed the re-

solution of the Sarvodaya Cor_}fer'ence at
Kashi in India by ‘recommending- exclu-
sive use of cloth and food articles manu-

factured and processed by cottage indus-

try and 'to éschew the use of mill process-
ed articles of food and cloth: P

- In the evening Shri' Deo made’ a

fervent appeal to” the' women’s Confer-
ence to carry the message of Sarvodaya

through love and compassion for which.

they were eminently qualified by nature.
On the 30th morning there was a general
discussion on Basic Education; and Shri

Deo developed the theme to Sarvodaya

and Bhoodan and exhorted the Ceylonese
to adopt the Bhoodan movement with
31_1 its implications to abolish the econo-
mic inequality and to evolve the new order

~ of society based on the Sarvodaya prin-
ciples of truth and non-violence.

On 30th he flew to Colombo where

.Shri Nesiah had arranged for a meeting at.

the Galle Face on the Colombo Beach. Sri

Nesiah presided. .Shri Deo spoke for one

hour on the Sarvodaya philosophy and
way of life. After a pleasant tour in
Ceylon for five days he flew back to
Bangalore to attend the Khadi Workers’
Conference. K

Shri Deo was invited to give a talk
on the Radio Ceylon and he could not
but had left his talk which was read
later by Shri K. Nesiah on the 25th June,
It is given elsewhere in this issue.

Shri A. Vedaratnam, Shri N. Rama.
swami, Editor of the Tamil and English
Sarvodaya, Shri A. V. K. Chari of Shri
Sai Baba Mission, Coimbatore, who is
interested in Khadi and Basic Education
also, attended the Conference. They
addressed on Sarvodaya, Prohibition,
_cottage industries, and Basic Education.

We should be tharikful specially to
the English and.i.vernacular dailies and
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-weeklies.of Ceylon which gave great pub-

~ licity to the proceedings of the Conference

which was the first of its kind in Ceylon.

There has been great publicity and
propaganda for the Sarvodaya ideology
and programme and all credit is due to
the untiring work of the Ceylon Gandhiya
Seva Sangh'and the moving spirit of the
few outstanding - workers in it.. It now
remains for the Sangh to consolidate all
this ground work in the Island of Ceylon
into a practical and well-planned work in
a systematic way towards the realisation
of the Sarvodaya order:of Society free
from any kind of exploitation of man by
man. BEER ‘

J » PURNA-DAN . ,
On 29th May last, on Buddha Jayanthi

Day, Vinobaji happened to camp at Ranka
in Bihar. Sri Gouri Prasad Narain Singhji,
the Raja of Ranka, was there on - the same
-day. The Raja is a great Siva-Bhakia
(Devotee of the Lord of All) and a sincere
and good soul. On two occasions, he offered
2,500 acres and 1,100 acres of land to Bhoo-
dan Yagna when he was approached by
ordinary workers.

Vinobaji and the Raja Sahib met and
had a talk. During the conversation, natu-
rally Vinobaji inquired: ‘‘Why so much
difference between the two gifts? ”’

Rajo Sahib: **So much as was asked,
was given.”

Vinobeji:  “How much will you
giveus?”

Raja Sahib: ““ As much as you will
demand.” :

Vinobaji:  *‘How many acres of land

have you with you on the whole? »
aja Sahib: Uncultivated 1an d one
lakh of acres and self-cultivated land about
9 to 10 thousands of acres, out of which
about 3,000 acres were almost settled in
favour of subjects.
_Vmoba_rl-' “You have thrown a res-
ponsibility on us that we may think of you
also. Usually we demand % share. You may,
Please, give us the whole of the unculti-
vated land,and % of the cultivated land.”
.Yes” at once the Raja Sahib said and
o_ﬂ'ered‘ 1,02,001 acres. This gift is the
biggest dan, not only in- Bihar but in the
whole of India. Vinobaji has named this

as purna-dan, (From Hindi) )




Khadi and V ill‘agé,Industriesv Board

a7

The following is the summary of the proposals and recommendations
- of the All India Khadi and Village Industries Board at its recent meetings

-in Bombay. S
KHADI PRODUCTION AND, SALE.

A I]:lhe Khadi and Village Industries
Advisory Board has budgeted in- its pro-
posals for 1953-54 to produce khadi
worth about Rs. 3 crores. . About Rs, 2%
crores worth of khadi is -expected to be
produced by the existing khadi centres of
A. LS. A.and its. certified institutions
and the balance through new centres to
be opened by the Board. As regards con-
sumption of khadi it is expected that
about Rs."5 lakhs of khadi will be ‘con-
sumed by the -artisans who produce
about a crore and may be bought by
‘the Government leaving the balance for
the public. To attract new weavers and
to meet the extra weaving charges in
weaving hand-spun yarn, a subsidy of
about Rs. 5 lakhs will be paid. o

~ The Board aims to reach a level of
25 crores of khadi production in the fifth
year of its plan. For distributing imple-
ments, for making good the losses in the
organisation and running new khadi
centres Rs. 22% lakhs is set apart. A sub-
sidy of Rs. 3 lakhs will be given to the
existing centres for expanding the work.

With a view to give relief to buyers
of khadi and to encourage sales, a rebate
of 3 annas per rupee on the price of
khadi will be allowed in 1953-54 also.
For this a sum of Rs. 50 lakhs is provided
in the proposals. ‘
. The Board has also a plan for the
tramning of workers in all branches of
production, processing and marketing.
For this purpose Rs. 6,22,000 is provided.
Rs. 3 lakhs will be spent in - carrying on
experiments and research for improving
the implements used in khad; production.
A comprehensive programme for research
in khadi and other village industries is
also under ¢oRsid&Htion. ‘

-For capital requirements -for stock-
ing raw materials like cotton, timber, iron
etc., the  Board has reserved Rs.. 1'75
crores for-advancing loans to recognised
institutions. Loans will be advanced on
special conditions which will be announc-
ed later. o - :

<For co-ordinating the existing work
under the A!L S. A, (now merged in
Sarva Seva . Sangh), certified private
agencies, different State Departments and
for the organisation of work in new areas
the Board: has divided the country into
six zones. Each zone will be under the
charge of a zonal organiser. These or-
ganisers will be in touch with the State
Governments and will work through. the
State Khadi Boards wherever they exist. -

RESERVATION FOR THE GHANI

It was resolved to recommend to
the Union Government to adopt the policy-
of reserving for the Village Oil Industry
a portion of the edible oil-seeds available
in the country. To achieve this object
a portion of the edible oil-seeds crushed
by the oil-mills should be diverted for
use by Ghanis. Another line of action
that is proposed is that Government
should restrict the number and capacity
of the oil-mills to their present strength.

BAN ON THE HULLER RICE-MILL

An immediate ban on the huller
type ofrice pounding mills was demanded
in one of the resolutions passed at the
third meeting of the All India Khadi and
Village Industries Board held in Bombay
in May 1953. Theresolution also demand-
ed that there should be no further in-
Crease in the number and capacity of
sheller mills. The huller mill is, in the
opinion of the Food Ministry, a destructive

type of equipment for milling, particularly
raw rice. : :
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In fact, unlike- the other cottage
industriés! the rice pounding industry by
hand has survived to a great extent and
till recently continued to handle practi-

cally three-fourths of the paddy processed.

It was only during the period of controls
and: procurement of paddy by Govern-
ment:for rationing purposes that the Mill
quota-has gone up to 40 per cent of -the
paddy processed, the remaining 60 per
cent being still hand procedsed.  Action
.of Government, therefore, was directly or
indirectly responsible for the recent in-
crease of rice-mills. This has worked
against t-he hand-pounding industry.
This can be remedied by the Stat

'SARVODAYA

- Governmeénts by refusing to give procured
“rice or paddy for milling by the huller or
sheller rice-mills.

The hand-pounding jndustry is a
‘natural adjunct to the agricultural pro-
cesses. -Hand-pounded rice is tasteful
ahd nutritious; the handpounders get
wages in kind; the agriculturist prefers
selling husked rice to selling ‘paddy for
it gives his'cattle bran, and the women-
folk work. It is for all these reasons that
the Board has urged the restriction of the
number of sheller mills to™ their present
strength. Let the handpounders get the
work now done by the 15,000 huller mills.

-3¢

' KHADI WORKERS' CONFERENCE IN BANGALORE

N 'Shri: Shankarrao Deo presided on
the 1st and 2nd June, '53 over the Charkha
Sangh Workers and Khadi Lovers’
‘Conference held at Bangalore. Several
workers as well as leaders who had de-
voted their whole life-time to the mission
of carrying on the constructive work on
which so much emphasis had been laid
by Gandhiji were present. | ‘ '
Shri Shankarrao Deo, General
Secretary of theSarva Seva Sangh, made
an impassioned appeal to all workers
in the constructive field to realise that

no single item of the Constructive Pro.-

gramme could be pushed through, ignor.
ing the other items. The Khadi workers
had to realise the value of other village
industries, the need for cow protection;
the spread of the national language, Basic
education and the like. o

Shri T. Subrahmanya welcomed the
gathering. He referred to the importance
of the Khadi work and urged that the
Congress Goyernments all over the

country should take a
Khadi work. .

Shri H. R. Venkatramana Aiyar,
convener of the conference, read a brief
report on Khadi work in South India. He
said that in South India- alone, which
comprised Andhra, Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamilnad and Mysore, the total annual
production of Khadi amounted approxi-
mately to Rs. 40.75 lakhs and the total
Khadi sales to Rs. 38.4 lakhs. In South
India, the Charkha Sangh was operating
in about 3,120 villages.” Khadi produced
for one’s own use in Swavalamban families
under the self-sufficiency scheme amount-
ed to Rs. 13.25 lakhs, These figures did
not include the work carried on by the
Madras Government through its Khadi
Departinent.

- The conference
matters connected with
and function of the Khadi
country after the
A.in the Sarva
realising the obj
mic self-sufficie

greater interest in-

discussed many

adl centres in the
merging of the A.I. S.
Seva Sangh towards
ective of all-round econo-
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