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To encourage the Study
and propagation of Gandhian
Sarvodaya ideology, Sarvo-—
daya Prachuralayam invites
friends to form "SARVODAYA
STUDY CIRCLES"withaminimum
of five members.

Sarvodaya StudyCircles
will be affiliated to the
Sarvodaya Prachuralayam.

A free copy of English
“Sarvodaya’will be supplied
every month.

Liberal commission on
the books purchased for the
libraryof the StudyCircles, .
will be allowed.

E §
E Reports of the work of E
® the Sarvodaya Study Circles e
will be published.

All possible a551stance
and suggestions will be
given by the Sarvodaya Pra-

1l churalayam for the develop-
ment of Sarvodaya Study
Clrcles.
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All correqpondence will
be carried on by the Con-
venor on behalf of each
Sarvodaya Study Circlewith
the Sarvodaya Prachurala-

yam.

- Applicationsforaffili-
ation are to be addressed
to the Editor, Sarvodaya,
P. B. No. 9, Tirupur, with an
affiliation fee of Rs. 2/-
for - each ¢Study Circle’
with full address and the
names of 1t.s members.
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‘| his disciples, living in seclusion till then, appear-

“concept before the people.

and the Sarva Seva Sangh emerged.
“melan met at Angul in Orissa where all attem- |

| Sangh as an integrated organisation for Sama- |

-State.

his Research — Asram — Laboratory at Paunar | -

| the 18th April at Pochampalli village, he saw |
1 Shri- Ramachandra Reddy of the village offered

| eollect 25 lakhs of acres by 1954.

| Sakii.

_ On January 30th, 1948, Gandhiji was
snatched away and the nation was drowned in
darkness and despair. Soon in March of the
same year Shri Vinoba, the first and foremost of |

ed-in public and placed the Sarvodaya Samaj

In March, 1949, the Samaj Sevaks met in |
a Sarvodaya Sammelan at Rao near Indore

In March, 1950, the 2nd Sarvodaya Sam- |
pts were made to strengthen the Sarva Seva

gra-Seva (all-round service). .
In March, 1951, the third Sarvodaya Sam- |

melan was held at Sivarampalli in Hyderabad

Vinobaji walked all the 360 miles from: |

{Wardha) to attend this session- On his return |
he walked through Telangana, the land pestered |
by Communist violence and police rule, preach- |
ing the gospel of nion-violence to the villagers
and to Communist workers in particular. On

the first light for his “Bhoodan Sacrifice” when

100 acres of land. Here his ‘Bhoodan Yagna’
work began. .

In March, 1952, the fourth Sarvodaya Sam=
melan met at Sevapuri in Uttar Pradesh. There
the Sarva Seva Sangh decided to take up the
work of -Blicodan Yagna as an ali~India prog-
tamme and made the solemn declaration to

In March, 1953, the fifth Sarvodaya Sam-
melan was held at Chandil in Bihar. Here Shri
Vinobaji gave thecall to the Sevaks to work_for
teal “Third Force'’ of the world — the Jana

On the January 30th, 1954, Vinobaji-entered
the district of Gaya (Bihar) with the ‘Do or
Die” mission to solve before 18th April, 54"
theentire land problem of the district which is to
serve as & model for the whole of India. The -
6th Sarvodaya Sammelan is going to be held at
Bodh-Gaya (Bihar) on 18— 4—1954. l

i
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Charkha, The Emblem of Non-Vielence

 MAHATMA GANDHE. . .. ,

Iy

. - . . Thisis a free rendering of Mahatma Gangdhiji's talk to the Trustees. and
the workers of the A. I. S. A,, at Sevagram, on 3—9—1944. Gandhiji made an
impassioned appeal to them to understand all the implications of the Charkha
as a symbol of non-violent social and.economic order.-  This ideological aspect

of the charkha is specially significant

for the Sarvodaya Sevaks.today in the

context of Bhoodan Yagna, as charkha and land are inseparable and go together

in the econoniic life in the villages.

To-d'ay I shall 'tr.y .to place my °

views before you more ¢learly.

~ Qur work had a very humble begin-
ning. When I started khadi I had with
me Vitlialdasbhai and a few sisters.

the lives of dbout two " crores of péople.
By its help we have been able to provide
the village people with a largée amount
of money. But can we still hold as we
have always maintained that Swara]
without the Charkha is an impossibility?
So long as we- do ‘ N
not substantiate this
claim, spinning is to
us no more thana
dole for thehelpless.
It would not -be
then a means of our
‘salvation, If you
“have followed this
-much, Iwill proceed
to my next point.

~ That is this: our
message has not
yet reached crores

I

of our people. They have neither any

kriowledge of the Charkha nor any curio-
sity about it. ‘
The Congress did accept the Charkha.
But did it do so willingly? No, ittolerates
the Charkha simply for my sake. The
Socialists ridicule it outright. They have
spoken and written a 1ot against it. . We
have no, clear or convincing reply to offer
to them. How I wish I could tell them -

that the Charkha is  the key to Swaraj.

1 have not been able to justify the claim
all these years. " : S
NOW FOR MY THIRD POINT
Non-violence is not something of the
other world. If itis, I have no use for

~.it. T am of the earth and I want only
Today the Charkha has’influenced

such non-violence as can be followed by
millionson this earth. Where else can one

-experience non-violence if not in that

society which has compassion and other

. virtues as its characterstics?

If you go to the house of one believ-
ing in violence you will find his drawing
room decorated
with . tigers’ skins,
deers’ horns, sword,
gun, etc. I havebeen
to the viceregal
lodge. 1 also saw
Mussolini. In the
houses of both 1
found arms hanging
on the walls. I was
given a salute with
arms, a symbol of
violence.

As against. this,
the Charkha is our symbol for non-
violence, meaning that we can -realize
non-violence through it. . But it would
not symbolise nonh-violence so long as we
do not .work in accordance with its spirit.
The sword in Mussolini's hall seemed

“to say “Touch meand I will cut you.”

It gives a vivid picture of violence.
It seems to ask you to touch it and
realize its power. So also we mpst
illustrate the power of the Charkha in.
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such 2 manhner asa lookdat it may speak
to us about non-violence. ~But we:are
bankrupt today. What is our answer to
Socialists? They complain that we have
been harping-on the Charkha for years
and years yet we have achieved nothing.
The Charkha was there during the
Muslim rulé also. ~Dacca was famous for
its muslin. The Charkha then was a
symbol of cruelty and not of non-violence.
The kings took forced labour from women
and depressed classes. The same was
later repeated by the East India Company.
Kautilya says the same thing in his Eco-
nomics. For ages the Charkha was thus
a symbol of violence and imposed might.
The spinner got but a handful of grain or
two small coins, while ladies of the court
went about luxuriously clad in the finest of
muslins, the product of exploited labour.’
As against this, I have presented the
Charkha to you as a symbol of non-
violence. If I did not make it clear to
you so far, it was my mistake. You know
I am among the maimed and can move
but slowly. Yet I do- believe ‘that the

work done so far has not-been a waste.
I am now going to my fourth point,
We have not yet proved that there can
be no Swaraj without the Charkha, It
cannot be proved so long as you do mot
" _explain it to Congressmen. The Charkha
and the Congress should become

synonyms. ’ )

The task of realization of non-

violence is a difficult one. We have-to

study it in all its implications if we are
to grasp its significance. The world is
going to put me to the test.
declare me a fool for my tall talk about
the Charkha. . The task of making the
Charkha which for centuries had been
a symbol of bankruptcy, helplessness,
injustice and forced labour, now. the
symbol of mighty non-violent strength. of
the new social order and of the new
economy has fallen on our shoulders. We
have to change history. And 1 want to
do it through you. _

It may .

295

. . I hope you fellow what I am saying.
But.if in spite.of it you: dos mot {believe
that the Charkha hasthe power to-achieve
Swaraj, I will ask you to leave me.
Here you are at the cross roads: If you
will go on with me without faith you will
be deceiving me and doing a great wrong
to the country.. I beg of you not to
il.?ceive me during the evening of my

ife.. . ‘ o o

It is I who am responsible for the mis-
takes in our working so far. The mistake
is mine because I have continued to pride
over its working when . I knew all "this.
But let bye-gones be bye-gones. Do we "
honestly believe today that the Charkha
is the emblem of non-violence? How
many of us are there who believe so from
the depths of our heart?

Now we have the tri-colour flag. What
is it but a piece of khadi of specific length
and breadth? You can well have another
piece in its place. But behind that
khadi cloth lie éncased your feelings. It
is a symbol of Swaraj, a symbol of natio-
nal emancipation. We cannot forget it.
We cannot remove it. We are prépared to
die for it. So also the Charkha should
be an emblem of non-violence.” =

What does the Charkha as an emb-
lem -of non-violence signify in the econo-
mic ‘sphere? Call it self-sufficiency or
what you like. In the name of national
reconstruction and self-sufficiency millions
are being bled white in western countries
who in othersalso for their sakedothe same.
Ours is not a self-sufficiency of that pat-
tern,  The Charkha is the way to get rid.
of exploitation and domination. ITam -
not so much concerned with the words as
the thing itself. )

There has been enough controversy
about form and the no-form symbols in our
religion. . The believers in the former set
much stress on the object of devotion
(saguna bhakthi). So if non-violence is to
be worshipped according to this concep-
tion, the Charkha must be acknowledged
as its pure -form and emblem and kept
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ever before view. . Whenever I think of
non-violence the picture of the Charkha
comes before me. - We cannot visualize
non-violericedin the abstract. So.we choose
. an - object ‘which can symbolize for us
the ideal. That is what the. Charkha
does for meand thatis the way I worshipit.
If youdo not give it a. place in your
hearts:you will not gainan understanding
of non-violence for a hundred years even.
That capacity for non-violence- which I
find in the Charkha can also be perceived
only if you approach it with a heart as
that of mine. That is why I say: Join
me or leave me. If you want to come
with me I will give you a scheme and do
everything possible.  If you have not
understood what I mean-1 am prepared
to sit and discuss it with you the whole
day. But if you pretend to follow when
you really do not, you will both be decei-
vers and deceived. Ours is not an
Association for making profit. We do
not seek loaves and fishes. There are a
thousand fields in which we can serve the
country. Why then remain in Charkha
work and sailunder false colours? Please
do not, therefore, remain with me under
an illusion.. Let me go my way alone.
But if it were found that I was myself
suffering from an illusion and that my
belief in the Charkha was mere idol-
worship, either you may burn my body
by the wood of the Charkha or 1 myself

. * The Way

Now great is-the responsibility that
is.cast on us—the people of India. We
were feeling that the world was marching
towards peace and it -would choose that
way alone in the end. -But from the pre-
- patations that are going on today amongst
the various nations, we feel that our hopes
.are belied and we fear that it may throw

" SARVODAYA -

would set fire to thé Charkha -with'my
own hand. o T
- If the Charkha Sangh has to go,
wind it up by all means. Like dew drops
before the sun it would automatically
put an end to all our struggle. Then. it
is quite possible that our Charkha which
has for the moment crushed us and put
us into a labyrinth of difficulties may be
confined to the hands of a few like a strong
instrument. If you regard it as sheer
folly I certainly have no ambition to run
an Idiots’ Sangh and thus degrade . the
conntry. On the other hand, if you can
realize non-violence through the Charkha,
the Sangh will progress rapidly and you
need not then worry to keep it alive.
. T repeat—either leave me alone or
digest what I say and join me, I have
come with this new idea after two years
of suffering and penance. I do not know
whether I have succeeded in conveying
it to yon. If I have been able to carry
conviction please do one thing." Those
who want to keep my company, from to-
day should give me in writing that they
regard the Charkha as the emblem of
non-violence. You have to make your
decision today. If you do not or cannot
regard the Charkha as the emblem of
non-violence and yet you remain with me,

-then you will thereby put yourself in an

awkward plight and also drag me down"

with you.
( From the original in Hindi)

to World's Peace «
— VINOBA. — ' ‘

-

the world into the great conflagration of
avar. Of course the big leaders desire to do
‘what they think and preach. We do not
suspect their bonafides. America, Russia
and also other nations, often *state thit
there should be cooperation among all
‘nations, each should help the other and
all should live in - peace and prosperity.
It is true that they all desire such an
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atmosphere to prevail in the world, But
what we see happening today is just the

reverse.
AMERICA’S OBJECTIVE

America "desires to send aid to the
different countries in Asia. She desires
that under her patronage the world may
grow strong.  She says that she has no
selfish motive behind these aids and does
it as it is the only way to save the world.
But we believe otherwise. We feel that
her offer of military aids, will ceftainly
endanger the peace of the world. It has
made many countries in Asia feel agitated
and even angry. The President of
America writes to, our Prime Minister
that if India also desires military aid, he
will sympathetically consider her request

also.
PAKISTAN'S CONDUCT

Pakistan thought it good to take
military aid from America. She thinks
that she can become strong thereby. Of
course, one hasto think and decide for
oneself. India has'clearly made it known
‘to the world that she is not prepared at
any cost to join in this political gamble.
.She will not accept any military help
from outside. Leaving the path of peace
along which she has been all along going,
if India imitates Pakistan, she will cer-
tainly invite danger not only to herself
but to the whole world. Then there will
be nothing left with her. She will lose
her freedom also. So she decided that
she should not fall into this tangle. Our
leaders, in particular Pandit Nehru, took
the correct stand and that with a firm
determination, = We are particularly
happy over it. . The American President
tells us that he desires to give us also
military aid and that without any strings
attached to it. Perhaps he may be joking.
We can't believe what he professes. We

consider the offer as an insult to us.
HOW TO MAKE OURSELVES STRONG

It is not enough if we simply say
that we do not want any help from out-
side. We have to do our work in right
earnest. We have to make our country
strong in the real sense. It is wrong to

2

THE WAY TO WORLD'S PEACE
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think that-a country’s strength lies in.its
military power. A really strong nation
can never be a source of danger to-any.
It can give strength to all other nations
of the world. It will certainly inspire
them with courage. = A nation will -be-
come really strong only if it is free from
internal conflicts, if it becomes self-suffi-
cient and the people within are united: by
bonds of love. If we make our country
strong like this, whatever be the threats
of dangers that may confront us, none of
them will cast any shade .on -us.  On
the other hand, our greatness will cer-
tainly have its good influence on the out-
side world. Thus if we strive to make
ourselves strong we shall save not only
ourselves but the whole world: Of course,
God alone can save the world. . God will
certainly make us as His .instruments for
the same if by His grace, we keep our
heads cool and minds steady and go.on
demonstrating the strength of . Ahimsa
(Non-violence), love and. satyagraha,
continue doing constructive work, and
abolish unemployment from our midst by
each family doing the needed sacrifice
for the same, and live as members of ong
single family. There is no reason to feel
that in this world, violence alone will
prevail and there is no escape for us also
from it. We are not men without light.
We are living beings with the soul with-
in us. It can give that particular, colour
effect which it desires it should give. It
is the master of its surroundings.. So
if we improve the conditions in our
country through just and peaceful means
and thus make it strong, we shall be
not only making ourselves free from
dangers and sufferings but also be saving
the other nations ot the world.

NO TRUST IN POLITICAL ALLIANCES

I have no faith in power alliances.
Nations are making their own political
alliances.” We do not want any such
thing. They won’t serve any useful pur-
pose. Alliances with cowards, with men
of no moral integrity, whatever be their
numerical strength, can never become a
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powerful-force,. -If we are strong ‘from
within, we can dévelop real power. If
we behave as cowards, weaklings, timids
‘bending - before : tyrants and . quarrel
‘amongst.ourselves ~ fostering - differences
-of highand low, we can never become
a-powerful force in this world. A nation
with all the above weaknesses is a - non-
entity, a'mere zero: What is the good of
such 50 zero-partners forming a comity
.of nations? If we make ourselves strong
‘we can be really exerting a moral influ-
-ence over the whole world and we will
. -be ableto make our own nation a great

and strong fortress. S

o ' OUR OWN IMPERFECTIONS
.+ We bhave in our midst very many
weaknesses. There is poverty every-
‘where.' ‘It has to be got rid off. 'We have
to increase production.  'We have to be-
‘come. responsible workers. We have to
get rid of the idleness in us. We have
to get over all the caste, sect; and langu-
-age differences in our midst. In ‘these
‘days there is much of malice and enmity
‘between ' parties.  Untouchability is
prohibited, yet it is not' wiped off from

‘our midst. It is still living. All this
-work is there to be done in the social
field. - !

In the moral sphere also we have
‘much to do. In these days wherever we
look we see corruption, drunkenness and
obscene cinemas etc. Of course, there
can be good cinemas but what we have
today are such that demoralise the life
of the people. All these are leading us to

‘ruin. We have to purify the whole
atmosphere. '

PROGRAMME

' ‘BHOODAN YAGNA: ALL-COMPREHENSIVE
Bhoodan Yagna is an all comprehen-

SARVODAYA

consider it "is’ my ' duty to'provide him
withit.” In ‘Bhogdan, distribution of land
is not the only question. It aims at the
‘moral regeneration of the whole nation in
fact. Through it we hope to solve the
economic difficulties in our society. With
all these hopes I am concentrating all my
attention on it. If we succeed in this we
are sure to succeed in everything else.
" . When village industries are encou-
raged, unemployment will disappear.
Cottage industries can never prosper un-
less the land is equitably distributed. So
.Bhoodan takes in the programme for the
revival of cottage industries alsowithin it.
The great aloofness thdt we find in
society today between the educated and
the uneducated will not disappear unless
both are made to join in common work.
*We have to inculcate in our people the
habit and delight for doing manual work.
The education that our children get now
-in schools, is devoid of any manual
Jabour. They do riot know how to earn
their living and how to improve the
country’s economic conditions. So

Shramadan (labour-gifts) is also initiated.

-This will bring an entire change' to the
whole life-of the country. We have to

reclaim. and make cultivable the waste

lands included in some of the gifts offered
in Bhoodan. Students can join this work
and thus offer their share of Shramadan.

I'am also claiming a share of the

‘wealth in people’s hand, through Sampatti

:Dan.- Much wealth lies invested in gold
-and silver. . It is wrong to keep wealth
dead like this The nation should get
‘the benefit of it. . That is why I ask those
people who keep such wealth, -to give a
share of it to the good of society-

* ( Free rendering from the original in Hindi )

sive movement directed. to the reform in .

all walks of life- Today everyone thinks
of himself alone and feels forhis self
only-

-neighbour; and if he has no land; I must

But..Bhoodan makes the people -
think and-do just the opposite of whatthey -
do mow. It makes the people to look _}
.atound and say I will first think of my ]

All-India Bhoodan Collections 15-3-'54
Asper S.S'S.Bhoodan Office Report 26,61,344
‘On behalf of the Janatha Party  5,00,000
By Raja Raghuvir Singh, Bikaner 1,00,001°
In Kerala in Jan. and Feb., "54 3,865
©. . Tatal acres of land 32,65,210
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- Vinobaji in the' Midst of Land-owners

Question:- Do you want the peasantry
-torule? :
Answer:- ‘1 want neither the peas-
-antry to rule, nor the labour-classto rule. I
‘am anxious to see that the peasant-labourer

and the land-owner love each other and
there is peace and happines in the village.
1 wish that the.Jand problem of the vil-

. lage be solved by the villagers themselves
by love and mutual trust. It is for thatI
have taken up this Bhoodan Yagna work.
Those who have no land should be provi-
ded with land first and if more is availa-
ble it should be offered to those who
have less than five acres. . .

" @:- Will thé peasant-labourerscome
to work in our fields after they receive
lands? ‘ '

Ans:-  Yes, they will certainly come

- and work. Indians are grateful by nature.
QOut of love they will do service.. - ..

@:- Suppose we leave our entire
land to them to cultivate. .Will it not
suffice if we decide to give them one-sixth

- share of the crop? s :

Ans:..- Then they are ' exploited.

: That should not be done. There should

. be outright gifts: Gift is an-act of _ love.

- Your terms are in your favour.. Even the

the government will not be prepared:to -

this sort of compromise. -

. @- We have_got lands and they
‘havé got the capacity to work., Why not
both be combined? o :

Ans:- I want only gifts. Out of love
--for your brother be pleased to offet lands
as gifts. . If they come later to work in
your fields, give them work.
:  @:- Then we will give only what
we think we should give. Why -should
--you insist the one-sixth:share? - ‘
.- Ans:- 1 am claiming: their - right.
I don’t ask for ownership of land which
..nobody has the right to-posséss. - That is

. why I say they should get one-sixth share

- as if they are the sixth son-if you havegot
five sons.in your family. '

T
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@:- Shouldn’t that son alse be .the
son who serves the father? -

Ans:- He has been serving you all
along. Are not his children too yours?
He is looking after them. ‘

@:- But they will never come to us
when they get land. e o
Ans:- Why not? We are not giving
them extensive lands. After attending to
the cultivation work in the small area
each of them gets, they will gladly come
to work in your fields. They are not to
lose anything by that; in fact, they gain.
Q:- Suppose we give them land.
They will simply receive it and walk off.
Then they will go and join work under
another landlord. How do we benefit
thereby? If we give a loan of Rs. -100
to any of them he will feel indebted and
certainly respect us. S
" Ans:- The object of my work is not
to give you also a benefit along with the
landless labourer. . Even if I had . not
taken up their cause, they will themselves

'stand up and claiin their right. - And it

may so happen that worse consequences
will follow. There is no question of
pressure at all in gifts. Butin the loan
that you talk of, there is the element indi-
rect coercion. If you'are disposed to
make a gift, you please do’ it; they will
certainly be grateful to you and will
come to serve you. Don't thitk of loan
etc. .- . .
Q.. Didn't Gandhiji, in fact, do
service all through his life? Yet what
happened in the end? He was shot down.
Isn't it? — N

Ang:.- That igitrue. Then, don't do
any servicel Do you think you will be
left off, if the poor are left to live like
this? ' :
~@- Well, then, will they give
us in writing that they will come and
work in our-fields if we give them ‘land
as gifts?” S :



_ Ans:- . \Whgnishould they give in
writing? 1 will give you a written under-

tak:i__ng. Even then what will happen in ,
future? Your wife is there by your side. -

Have you taken a written document from
her that'she will serve you, when you
marr}ed her? The main thing is ‘the
relationship—it is the loverthat™ keeps it
‘on. Well, you demand a written contract
from them. Suppose they give. Will
you- also:on your behalf give thema
similar paper that you will always engage
them for work? L

(Someone from the crowd said ‘yes.’)
. . You say ‘yes’. Now, suppose, your
son says tomorrow that he wants to culti-

self. ‘Can you say ‘no’. Then what will
you do? Where'is your contract?
~ . @- Alright, you. receive whatever
we decide to offer as gifts. Won't you?
Ans:. Well, come on, how much
‘will you give? (One among themsaid that
he will give 1/20 of his share. Vinobaji
then said:) If you think that 1/20 share is

‘enough to solve the land problem of your

village, I will not object to receive_it.
‘But if more is found necessary, more has

‘to be given. Everyone of the landless
- peasants should be provided with land.
- With this object before you, you yoursel-
- ves estimate the share

and give accor-

-dingly. o ‘ .o
- Conch, ( Free vendering from the original
. 17—-2—-'54 in Hindi)

vate his share of the family land by him-

h

M_ental Tlfansformatio

) in Life —Inevitable

VINOBAJI

. The following is the concluding part of Vinobaji’s reply to an opeh letter addressed to him
by the Communist workers of Monghyr in Bihar. Prior part—see ‘Sarvodaya’ March, '54.

Pressure is of three kinds. They are
" (1) pressure by the threat of violence, (2)
pressure by the sanction of law and (3)
moral pressure by the ‘strength-of good
public opinion. The last I welcome.” 1
have never $aid that I will not hesitate
" to accept it in.my effort’to’bring about
‘the méntal transformation in mén. The
Communist friends now state that through

' legislation alone we could solve the land

“'problem. ' May I'ask them from where the
force in law emanates? Is it from the
péoplé or from the military? You did not
even 'bring about any change in the
ideological outlook of the people. How
then can the sanction of law come in and
have its force in society? ,

. Marx has said: The power of the
State will be captured by the poor people
to begin with, but in the end “the State

- will wither away.” This means that there
will be no State authority towards the

end and the governance of the country

will go on without the interferance or
function of any .central power. If the
. Communists respect this maxim enunciat-
ed by Marx, then they have to believe in
the goodness in man and trust the people.

_This was a practical proposition to Marx

and he believed that it could be practised

-in the immediate future and’not after a -

lapse of 10 lakhs of years. If the good-
ness in man is not relied upon, the State
will never wither away at any time and

“its authority will continue for ever. Our
*Communist friends now say that the State

should be made very strong and pucca
now and all power should be concentrat-
ed at the centre. This they call as the
‘Dictatorship of the Proletariat.” They
proclaim that the State will wither away
in the end in spite of this dictatorship in
the present days. . How? '
The Sarvodaya ideologists also be-
lieve'in the total disappearanceof the State

“authority in the end. To achieve it they

believe that the weakening of the central
power should begin even from today.

. Decentralization of the power of the State

should begin even now. Without it, State
will never disappear at any time. Iask
the Communists on what fundamental
they base their proposition that the State
will wither away in the end. Is it not on

‘the truth that there is goodness in the

hearts of men? ( From Hindi)
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WITH GANDHIJI IN SOUTH AFRICA

— LADHA SINGH MAINI —

Time: A November day of 1902.
Place: ,Pretoria raflway station, Transvasl,
South Africa.

Nearly 400 men and women had
gathered to receive a distinguished visitor.

I was in that crowd, having. arrived in.

South Africa three months earlier.
The train stopped
Second Class compartment emerged a

skinny youth, dressed in a western suit

and a natty tie under a starched collar.
He strode briskly toward the welcoming
group and embraced some,whom. he had
known on a previous visit. That was
Mohandas - Karamchand = Gandhi, - the
future Mahatma but who was to be known

for years as a “coolie barrister’”— a deri-
sive name given by the South African,

‘whites. . o : ,
We brought ‘him to Haji Habib’s
shop. I talked with him for the first time

at an evening party given in his honour.,

The Indians assembled there placed
before him their many grievances against
the Government. - Gandhiji- took copious
notes. I e

. My brief acquaintance with him that
evening marked the beginning of a '13-

year association,until in 1915 ‘he left for

England on his way home. I met him
again in the winter of 1939. in Sevagram

for a few hours. He was a world:acclaim--

ed Mahatma then. ,

- But getting back to my South
African story. Gandhiji took-up residence
in Johannesburg (45 miles from Pretoria)
in Anderson Street. Two months after
his departure from Pretoria, Ialso moved
;o._]ohannesburg and lived three houses

his-door—“M. K. Gandhi, Attorney.”
3 _

and from a;

away from him. A simple sign hung on

His law offices were located in the
Court Chambers at the corner - of Rissik
and Main Streets and his law partners
were Messrs. L. W. Ritch, H. S. L. Polak
and West. The last-named later became .
Editor of “Indian Opinion.”

“IFS" AND "BUTS" _

This amusing incident occurred in
1904. Gandhiji was arguing a- case, in
in which I acted as the court interpreter,
before Chief Justice Sir John Lange, and
happened to use too many, “ifs” and
“buts” in the course of hiS,arguments.

The Judge amiably interrupted him:-
“Mr. Gandhi, why do you use so many
‘ifs’ ‘buts? ’ Gandhiji replied: “But, Sir,"
if the opposite party........ The assemb-
lage in the court roared with laughterand
drowned his voice. . '_

Gandhiji soon earned the reputation
of pleading cnly true cases. He used to
checl privately the facts told him. by a
party before he took on his case. - The
magistrates knew that fact, ‘too, and.- it
became publicly known that any case.
that Gandhiji took up was true and, was
bound to win. . ' -

" We tried to exploit him, but failed.
In 1906 a Sikh, Hazura Singh, from_
Germiston {nine miles from Johannesburg),
killed his neighbour, Fateh Din. We
were interested in saying the accused,
and the best way to do that was to get
Gandhiji to take up his defence. . But
when Gandhiji learnt of the true facts; he
declined.” o o _

FROM SPY TO GANDHIJI'S CLERK. .

We engaged three of the leading
lawyers—Dr. Kraus (who later.became a.

"Supreme Court Judge), Messrs. Barange
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and Benson—at the exorbitant fee of
£ 1,000, Theable -lawyers spared no .
trick in the trade'and we won the case. .
Next day Hazura Singh met Gandhi ji
and sneered at him: “Did you think you
alone could save me?” " Gandhiji' replied .
unexcitedly: “But, Hazura Singh, at what
cost have you won your liberty? You
have murdered truth and honesty.”

- . Iwas employed in Gandhiji’s law
firm as a clerk at £ 12 a month from 1904
to 1907. How 1 landed this job has a
story behind it. I worked for some time
in the C. . D. ‘My - job was to watch
over the Indians and harass them if they
failed to comply with Government rules
regarding permits-and licences governing
the “coloured” population. =~ -

When Gandhiji knew of it, he lectur-
ed me sweetly and persuaded me to give
. up the job which brought me £ 10a
month, and offered a’£ 12 job in his office.
There werealso’three white men working
for him at that time.

About 1907, Gandhiji. was ready to
launch his Satyagraha movement against
the repressive and discriminatory laws of
the country. He carefully prepared him-
self for the coming " ordeal.” He started
taking for his meals raw vegetables—
spinach, tomatoes and carrots, mixed with
groundnuts and topped with salt and oil.
- The transformation, when it came
took us by surprise. At a public meeting
called in that year in Go)dberg Cinema
Hall to ventilate public complaints,
Gandhiji was clad in a long, loose “kirta”,
with a staff in his hand, a haversack on
his back and a white cap (which has
since been known as the Gandhi cap)
on his'head. After the meeting he stood
at the door of the hall and held out his
cap for donations. . He later auctioned
the cap for £ 21. "

‘Gandhiji began to evolve his, philo-
sophy of non-violent resistance against’
evil. When we talked of violenceagainst
our oppressors, Gandhiji admonished us
and told us that that was against our
“dharma.” In those days I used to

SARVODAYA

receive a bagful of pamphlets from the
Gadar : Party headquarters in San
Francisco.. (U. 8. A.) for distribution
among Johannesburg Indians. Gandhijt
had muost of the material read to him and
earnestly refuted the arguments of thp .
revolutionaries. Apart from the princi-
ples involved, how could a handful of ill--
armed men free India from a powerful
enemy, he asked. . '
MIR ALAM'S ATTACK
Gandhiji demonstrated his faith in
non-violence by his personal conduct in
1908. On Feb. 10, shortly before noon,
he started toward the-Registration Office
in Vonbrandis Square, where now stands
the High Couit building, to take. out an
Indentification Card. Some Indian hot-
heads did not like Gandhiji's action.
They were opposed to the law requiring
Indians to secure identity cards. So was .
Gandhiji, but he saw no harm in getting
the cards voluntarily. -
Outside the Registration Office, Mir
Alam, a husky Pdthan, and a few of his
friends accosted Gandhiji and asked him
not to go in. When Gandhiji refused,
Mir Alam struck him with a heavy rod.’
Luckily, the blow fell on one of the
shoulders, instead of on the head, and
Gandhiji fell unconscious. "I was an eye-

.witness to the attack and seized Mir

Alam with the help of some bystanders
and handed him to the police.

Then we carried Gandhiji to the
Arnold & Gibson sundry goods store
across the street. From there we brought
him ona cot to Rev. Doke’s house in
Parktown, where he was attended to by
an Indian doctor, William Godfray.
From Rev. Doke’s house Gandhiji wrote
to the police not to prosecute Mir Alam.
But he was charged and sentenced to
three moriths’ imprisonment. After hig
re:,ilease he went to Gandhiji and'apologiz-
ed. ‘
S AMATEUR SHOEMAKER -

Gandhiji regularly visited Mr.
Kallenbach's farm, 22 miles from Johan-
nesburg, travelling by train, cycle or foot.
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Hé used to go to talk and work with the -

15 or 20 “ashramites” living on the farm.
Gandhiji didall types of manual work
there.  He pragtised 'shoe-making and
made me a pair of chappals. I am asham.
ed to admit that I wore them out, unlike
the éate Marshal Smuts who preserved
the@air given him. - - ‘

What remains etched on my me-
mory, never to be forgotten, is Gandhiji’s
-shocking (I thought it so at that time)
conduct in the Johannesburg Fort Prison
in 1910-11. Fifteen others, including my-
self, were in a barrack with him. Each

of us was required to clean our latrines

dhiii gladly did his tutn. - He-assured:us, -
whé]n,g we a};keda him how a bi?fIStef’ fe]t
on doing a sweeper's job: ‘l;" e meanes
service is the highest serv.1ie-. .
‘ ‘ «6 CAL . LI
In 191;35 E\;I‘EME;Eoihale' visited South.
Africa and requested Gandhiji to retgrg.;
home. “A man of your stamp 15 DEe& e
in India,” he told him: -Gant%hlj‘lkreplﬁﬁg’
in effect: “India is sleeping the. UMb 1-:
karna’sleep. Iam afraid the ltﬁuﬁe is not:
yet for me to return. But'l shall, _"ieﬂ;
soon. Meanwhile, 1 hope our. -non»-vu;l ege
resistance movement here.may produce

.y e
enough noise to break India’s 'S.lumbe{.
Courtesy — “*Indiats Egxpress’’ 2~-10—'58

by turns. All of-us defaulted, but Gan-

x An Interview

with Vinobaji *

— M. R. MALKANI M. p.,, —

Ivisited Gaya on the 4th of Feb.

and had the pleasure of -passing a .few
days with Vinobaji. Every morning dur-
ing our long walks I had talks with him
on various subjects of general interest.
Here are a few notes taken down from
memory. : _
IS THERE ENOUGH LAND FOR DISTRIBUTION?
Question: It is believed that .there
are about 5 crore landless agriculturists
in India. You want to take gifts so as to
distribute 5 acres of dry land to each
family or approximately one' acre per
head. ‘Considering that it will be dry
land, perhaps of an inferior quality, don't
you think that it will hardly suffice for
mere subsistence? As it is, we have now
a national income of 'Rs. 255 per head
per year, while U. K. has Rs. 2,700 and
U. S. A. has Rs. 6,970. . :
- Answer: 1 agree that the allotment
of 5 acres' per family will: just yield
enough food during normal seasons. But
land will give at least food to the hungry
and meet a primary want. I expect, how-
ever, that land will be improved so as.to
yield better crops; as in Japan. We mubt

- just as we plan to pro

part of income wasted ©

i ive. I imagine
produce more if we are to live |
that even those who give ,Bhoodar;l ont ];;f
their tiny holdings will labour so t -?3 the
remaining land gives the same ymld' as~
before. 1 consider the pqorest f=lstsof 1teii's
of a cause, and take 2 little out o hele'
little they have. ~The Ppoor mus.gl elp
the poor to rise. Their charlfy a‘g th_elcllt
goodness will infect the wel -.to. o an

the more prosperous. oy i
When the poor give 2 little the rich
will give much more. I WLSht}::(;heeﬂ.e?\tei
psychological revolutlcolnﬂi‘;r‘l ? Jwant gthat:
I3 n . v -
and the receiver. A G ace more we must

t we must produce. -
d Jand is given to
d other injurious
were made you
know the large
n such articles by
clothing are: our

Food ‘?iﬁcllnust have priority
“That will increase

our real income in of ye:éﬁgscg?;
sumption. High money, lgb Use Com.
secondary.  Of course, it 15

paring our incomes with those of forelgﬁ

not forget to plan wha
Today the best irrigate
pan, tobacco, opium an
products. If a survey
would be surprised toO
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countries withvastéer resources, developed
over decades of hard work.
VILLAGE OWNERSHIP OF LAND . .
Q: If land becomes private property
of peasants its optimum use for optimum
and necessary ‘production will be un-
attainable. \ Lo
- -A.:: 1am not necessarily for private
property in land. What 1 am anxious
about is the employment of all and the
abolition of want. . If private property
in land has to be abolished I would much
rather vest it in village panchayats than
in Government. It may then be redistri-
buted by panchayats periodically, accord-
ing to needs of the villagers. Then the
joint produce will have to be shared
according to man-hours'of work, of which
a record will be maintained.
Yagna has already helped to reduce the
prices of land by half and land, is being
increasingly considered as property of

the community, now held by owners.asa

trust.

UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER-EMPLOYMENT
Q.. Evenif land is given to the

best use, considering our growing popula-

tion and rising unemployment it will be

very difficult to maintain a 'reasonable

standard of living based on minimurh

rieeds. And then we may not tempt the:
law of diminishing returns by too much

pressure on land. -,
A.:

under-employment. - Every agriculturist
is under-employed for. 3 to 9 months-and
occasionally there are droughts and
floods and pests. Full and continuous
employment for all is impossible without
supplementary incomes from village and
cottage industries. Amongst these khadi
holds the first place of honour. We should
train every villager in carding and spin-
ning and then tell him that we shall stop
supply of mill cloth after a certain stated
period. He is then bound to produce his
own cloth, as he does even now.in certain
regions by force of habit. This isall the
more necessary due to the ihsecurity of

. Bhoodan’

To my mind the problem before
s is not.so much of unemployment as ot

SARVODAYA

modern times. A f_e.w.' well.placed bombs -

. on Ahmedabad and Bombay would create

a-famine of cloth. They.say. that we
intend to disperse these concentrated
industries all over the country to be safe
from such disasters. I tell thém to do so
if they dare and I know full well that
they dare not do so. Decentralisation of
such industries is, therefore, the only
course for many reasons. Of course khadi .
may be started in hilly, dry, desert places .
and give them every possible aid.. But
I believe that it can and should be
produced in all places where cotton can
be grown: 'In double and treble cropped
areas also cultivators haye time to spin
and card. If Khishorilalbhai {Mashruwala)
could spin, thongh a permanent invalid,
then anybody can spin.. Lastly, reserva-
tion of markets is essential for the protec-
tion of village industries. Today the
ruin of village industries ‘is going on.
openly after “integration” — asin Mani-
pw in Assam. Mills have been left free
to destroy them. But I know that Govern-
ment ~ will be compelled by the logic of
circumstances to protect and resuscitate
village industries to remove chronic and.
vast under-employment.. ‘
HIIGHER COST OF VILLAGE PRODUCTS

@:- - If village products are produced
in. villagés without the technical and
commercial advantages enjoyed by the:
mill, such products are bound to be
dearer. City men cannot be persuaded.
to buy dear to encourage Swadeshi. Do
you think that poor villagers can bear the’
high costs or exchange at dear prices?
- A.: -Villagers must be organised on
a basis of barter. If dear oil is exchanged
for dear cloth or dear pots or dear furni-
ture, the effect of dearness will be. mutu-
ally set off. Each high price will, asit -
were, cancel the other and everything
will remain for the good of the village.
This does not mean that improvements :
will nét be introduced in all directions
sQ as to reduce the handicaps of neglect-
ed village industries. Government and
the public' must give them all. the
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necessary aid and ‘patronagé.. Sécondly,
the circle of barter. will vary with the

kind of article for purposes of self-suffici-
ency. One article can be self-sufficiéntly”

produced in a single village, another in
a group, a- third in'a Thana, a fourth ina

" tehsil and so forth. The basic condition.

is that the use of money should be limit-

ed; if possible, eliminated. Itis the use

of money that creates the evil of dearness.
Money can be supplanted by staple grain
or common cloth as medium of exchange.
- Only a few articles may have to be pur-
chased from outside by parting with sur-
plus produce.
PROTECTION OF VILLAGE INDUSTRIES

Q.. Then we must have a sample of
such a self-sufficing unit to .create con.
fidence in the public.. ~Otherwise people
take:all this to be idle talk and tend
towards Communism which has shown
tangible results. .

A.: We can certainly show sucha
sample if Government so desires and
gives the necessary protection to village
industries. Today the competition of
mills makes nonsense of such self-suffici-
ency and full employment. If members
of the Planning €ommission could tour
in villages on their . feet and see things

- with their own eyesand hear with. their
own ears, they Would be convinced of the
truth of what [ say. Today, as you say,
they are in a more chastened mood: and
willing to do something  for the wvillage
industries. So I wait for them - patiently
but anxiously. You are aware of the
experiment on full employment announc:
ed by Vedchi (Gujerat) Ashram. That
éxperiment has not materialised for two

‘réasons. The organisers have diverted
their attention to Bhoedan work in their
district. Secondly, they have not
succeeded in getting land in Vedchi
village. Without getting land for the
landless the very basis for fuller employ-
ment is undermined. Where whole

villages have given all their lands to the *

village community, you  have there ideal
conditions for the Vedchi experiment for
4
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full employment of all. It is easy to
have. Panchayati Swaraj in such model
villages and Government too can 'give
them all the aid they want. In fact, the
Charkha Sangh toohas made its mistakes
or had its limitations in the past.  Khadi
started with spinning with mill slivers;
it then went backwards to hand-carding
of mill-ginned cotton; it then receded,
further to hand-ginned cotton imported
from other States. But there was no land
and no local cultivation of cotton, To-
day Bhoodan gives the land, the very
basis of local self-sufficiency. We have
to cultivate cotton wherever possible and
proceed to hand-ginning, carding and
spinning in a well ordered sequence.
There is also the necessary atmosphere
for all-round planning. S
The Communists can 'give ‘work to
all by taking land from all by force. May
be they can do this with the foreign help
of Russia and China. But our villagers
by themselves have no arms -and cannot
take land by force. Where they have
done so, as in Telangana, we know the
terrible results. Telangana is a warning
not a promise. *
From A, I. C. C. Bconomic Roview”™ 1-38—'8%

A BETTER 'WAY THAN PREACHING
MABATMA GANDHI

You can certainly preach it, if your
speech is strictly non-violent and not in
the manner of some who, I know, have
preached forcible dispossession of land-
owners and capitalists: But I have
shéwn a better way than preaching.
The constructive programme takes the
country a long. way towards the goal.
This is the most auspicious time - for it.
The charkha and the allied’ industries,
if fully successful, practically abolish
all inequalities, both social and econo-
mic. The rising consequences of the
strength which non-violence gives to the
people, and their intelligent tefusal to
co-operate in their slavery must bring

about equality.
4 y — HARIJAN, 25-1-1942
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" ‘The Times®

Need and the Outlook

— WILFRED WELLOCK —

Wilfred Wellock has concluded his series of Qrchard Lea Papers with this
twelfth number from which the following is extracted. These Papers call attention to the
impasse into which the western civilisation has drifted with a warning to the East, and ex-
pound the ways and means to escape from this impasse suggesting a new order of society

based on moral and spiritual values.

many thinkers of the different parts of the world.
Papers is obtainable from Sarvodaya Prachuralaya).

TURNING POINT FOR THE WESTERN WORLD

There come times in the history of

nations when it is necessary to probe their
foundations, especially their spiritual
foundations, their motives and ends, to
re-assess their values and change their
course. ) , '

If these occasions are not seized,
upheavals' and revolutions, or decay,
death and extinction will follow.

The Western world is in one of those
periods now. For several centuries it has
been living ravenously on Prosperity,
without taking thought, apparently believ-
ing that Prosperity can continue forever.

Many are now beginning to see other-
wise. In the East, nations on whose hu-
man and natural resources the West has

- for long battened, are undergoing mo-
mentous psychological, ideological and
economic changes which are gradually
undermining the economy of the Industrial
Revolution. , .

THE AWAKENING IN THE EAST

The awakening of the East to the
realities of the modern world as shaped
by Western science, industrialism, “finan-
cial and military power, is resulting in a
demahnd for industrial development and
a high degree of self-sufficiency in a well-
balanced agro-industrial economy, as the
basic condition of financial, economic
and political independence. o

Even more significant is the-awake-
ning of the entire African continent, which

is bent on passing as rapidly as possible-

- from primitive tribalism to economic and
political independence by . way of indus-

These papers have attracted the minds of

(The entire set of 12 Orchard Lea

trialism and a mixture of tribal, Eastern
and Western cultures.
THE IMPASSE OF MATERIALISM

This is the impasse of materialism
to which I have frequently called atten-
tion in these Papers. It is the outcome
of the subservience of culture and religion
to materialistic ends. In Britain it has
resulted in a way of life which devotes
30% of the national income to tobacco,
drink, mass sport, cosmetics, drugs and
militarism. The values of this way of
life are for the most part transient, super-
ficial: and unsatisfying, and they are
making demands on the world’s resources
which cannot be met without resort to
atomic and hydrogen bombs.

FEAR AND POWER - THE CHIEF DIRECTIVES

Thus in Nevada, Woomera and Monte
Bello, Progress is preparing the way to
universal death. Most of eur inventions
are turned to destruction—of man and
all his works, of soil, plants and animals.
In the name of progress we are speeding
towards primeval barrennesss We are
travelling too fast for reflective thought,
whence science far outpaces religion and
philosophy. Our root problem is how to
overcome the failure  of culture and
religion. Nearly fifty years ago Gandhi
said' that lacking a spiritual re-birth
Western civilisation would in due course
be self-destroyed.

Fear and power are now the chief
directives of national and international
policies, and before them Kings and
Queens, Presidents and Prime Ministers,
Primates and ‘Moderators meekly bow.
The mightiest Dictators end their days

h:

vk
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amid the ruins of nihilism, victims of the
power they worshipped. Yesterday they
were Hitler and Mussolini. Tomorrow....?
DESTRUCTIVE WAR ECONOMY

On every hand the processes of life

are yielding to the processes of death.

1 have previously referred to the soil in

this respect. - Then the cycle of the Wel-

fare State—mass-production, maximum

. spending and consumption, and 100% insu.
rance against want, unemployment, sick-

ness, accidents and death—is in danger

of passing into the eycle of death—falling

markets, unemployment, the class strug-

gle, expanding armaments, a permanent
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war economy; and finally, the annihila--

tion of atomic warfare. Even Britain's
welfare state depends upon extracting
£ 1,000,000,000 annually in taxation from
spendings on drink, tobacco and gambling.

Oftenas] survey the widening swamp of
our unmeditated existence, with its grow-
ing dependence upon centralised power,
upon officialsand experts, upon chemicals,
drugs, shams and substitutes, and upon
demonic destructive devices, I am haun-
ted by the feeling.that the time may soon
come when we shall be swept into oblivion,

~ back to dust and vapour by a handful of
nerve-wracked politicians and scientists
who, in 2 moment of hysteria will press
the fatal buttons. ‘
THE ALTERNATIVES .
“This is stark realism, not rhetoric.
What are we going to .do .about it?
Western . survival now depends upon
calling a halt to “Prosperity” and revolu-
tionising our values, ends, and ways of
life, as nations and as communities of
persons. Our choice is between @ soul-
withering materialism and the spiritual
values of creative, neighbourly living
Jrom the family to the world society.
. These Papers have had three prima-
ry aims: (1) to expose the .impasse into
which Western civilisation has drifted,
and its causes; (2) -to expound the values,
relationships and qualities by which free-
dom from that impasse may be secured;
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(3) toindicate some of the social, indus-
trial and cultural charges for which this
spiritual revolution calls.

...Jo my astonishment no one has
challenged my analyses or my basic
conclusions. All are. agreed about -the
nature of our problem, and that our great
need is human wholeness and a way of
life of richer spiritual content.

Many express doubt about the accep-
tability of some of my constructive pro-
posals; others ask for blue-prints and
specific programmes, while a few, over-
whelmed by the urgency of the problem,
fear that it is too late to effect the neces-
sary revolution before another war ends
everything that matters.

THE TRAGEDY OF MONEY VALUES

....A blue-print for a machine is one
thing, but for a way of life quite another.
I have a profound respect for nature, and
especially for human nature, The devices
of animals, even tiny ones, in order to
achieve their ends are positively amazing;
while man’s power of creative imagina-
tion, of improvisation and invention is so
overwhelming that it would be a crime to
limit it by blue-prints. Is not the real
tragedy of our age the fact that money
values are deptiving the majority. of our
fellow men of the right to create, thus
condemning them to a sub-human exis-
tence? One man's blue-prints may be ano-.
ther man's prison-house. Whole men must
needs produce their own blue-prints, and
each local community its own social pro-
gramme. One of our main tasks is to
free the human spirit, the imagination of
the common man, from the bondage of
conformity, and to train the people for
vocatjonal living. -

....] will confess that often during the
last forty years 1 have surveyed our,
national and the world situation and tried
to estimate the chances of human survival,
and not once have I felt that this was
certain, nor do I now, .although I see
more hope than I did. Meanwhile it is
well to remember that most of the world’s
civilisations have perished, and have
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done:so.in: Prosperity. Time: aftertime
throughout the ages those: in»authority
have chosen the privileges of class domi-
nation, self-indulgence and. the ‘wastage
of natural resources to:the values of free-

dom .and culture,; and paid for their folly.

in decadence, war, and extinction.> -

- Moreover we must face the fact that
the revolution we now so wurgently need
. must be undertaken by generations born
in.anage of dying faith- in Truth' and
weakening - understanding .. of spiritual
values, . under - a cankering materialism
that in the: first world war withered such
spiritual Yoots as had survived the Victo-
rian age. N 3 '

THE CALL TO THE YOUTH

My generation needs to be reminded
that its successors are wholly ignorant of
the remarkable wave of idealism which
swept across the Western world in the last
third of the nineteenth - century, in revolt
against the smugness, complacency and
hypocrisy which hid the glaring social
evils of that time.- The youth of ‘my
generation—even working-class youth in
the great new urban areas which were
then arising—were.inspired by the vision
of a social democracy with a spiritual
content. They steeped their minds in the
writings of Ruskin, Carlyle, Tolstoy,
Kropotkin, William Morris, Edward- Car-
penter, Lowell, Emerson, Thoreau, Blake,
Shelley and many others, and dreamed of
“3 loftier race” and an age in ‘which “new
arts would bloom of loftier mould.”

“BREAD AND BUTTER’' SOCIALISM

That idealism was finally swamped
by the events which followed August 1914,
when the vision of the spiritual socialists
was overtaken by the “bread and butter”
socialism of the new materialism. What,
if any, are the signs of hope to-day?

....In admitting the necessity of raising
the status and the living standards of the
world’s backward areas in order to stave
off Communism, the big Western Powers
unwittingly declare. that Communism is
fulfilling an important mission 1 our
time. - The downtrodden of the earth see
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in Communism. the road to the only ifree-
dom they are able to appreciate; the free-
dom to work and eat.. The tyrannies of
Communism of which they are rightly
warned, are meaningless when their hands
are idle and their stomach empty. Hence
the road to freedom, albeit an elemental
freedom, lies wide open, and will ‘remain
open so long as the evils remain' which
gave birth to Communism. Nevertheless,
military power and the subterfuges of
totalitarianism will hamper the work
which the West now admittedly sees to
be its duty, and cause it todo from fear

.what it ought to do from love—love of
‘man, of truth and justice.,

Could the
West take hold of the faith in truth and
love which.casts out fear, it would quickly
free the whole world of fear, of Commu-
nism, and of war.

....This revolution involves such indus-
trial, economic, political and cultural
changes as I have outlined in these Papers.
It would free the human spirit from the
overlordship of the machine, change our
habits, chasten our desires, and thus
modify our demands for markets, food
and raw materials, which in turn would
reduce the tensions which lead to war
and open the way to world economic co-
operation, to open diplomacy, political
truthfulness and honesty, the termination
of imperialism and power politics, and to
permanent world peace ina new era of
international relations.

LIVING IN A FOOL'S PARADISE

Today we live in a fool’s paradise,
worshipping abundance yet wasting it in
self-indulgences and costly armaments.
The Western nations put the blame for
the latter on Communism, and turn a
blind eye to the basic fact that war is
inherent in their very way of life. Paci-
fists also are guilty of this error, even
Christian pacifists. 1t is plain self-decep-
tion to say that all our war-producing
problems could be solved around a table,
given a little goodwill; for there can be
no peace so long as maximum consump-
tion.of goods and services is the aim of
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the ‘West in-a world of shortages -wheré
the living standards of -half its popula-
tion are .double or treble ‘those of the
other half, which is justly -seething: ‘with

--discontent and revolt.”' Pacifists should
be the first to challenge the ' materialism
-of - our time with'a simplicity ‘of life which
conforms to:the world’s need, “to ‘justice,
and fo the demands of the good "life. A
limit ‘must be set.to Western living stan-
dards, to'luxury and ‘self-indulgence,. and
to: the demands .of fashion and social
status. ‘Our highest wellbeing, and world
peace, world brotherhood -and - co-opera-
tion, demand it. ' '

PIONEERS OF CREATIVE SOCIETY.

- It'isprecisely at this point ‘that: the
pioneers of the creative society -must
‘begin.. .Self-control and self-discipline
are the first need, and many havealready
‘made a good start. .I have seen them in
igreatest number in 'India, where young
men andwomen from  every caste have
abandoned caste and now labour . with
‘the'no:castes on. a sibsistence: basis in
gigantic ‘task .of co-operating with vill-
‘agers in reconstructjng Indian life accord-
ing to the Gandhian .pattern of agro-
industrial village Republics;as an -alter-
‘native to Western Industrialism: ;" For

The Economic Asp
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_Ours is preponderantly an agricul- _
~hand information about it.

“tural country where the land problem
claims greater attention than other prob-

-lems.. Hence the importance of any plan
or movement for the reorganisation of the

“Jand cannot be over-emphasised. Today'
Bhoodan is the most conspicuous an
_booodless movement which 'has attracted

. the. attention of the-people in India .and .
abroad. - Many' froin- various -‘cotintries

5

— TRILOK: JAIN, M. a.
_Secretary, Institute of Gandhian Studies; Jaipur

AND THE OUTLOOK

My, Wilfred Wellock spinning hé3 own wool
Sor his dress. .
re trained and discip
in Ashrams established for " the " purpose.
Assisting them are many small groups of
"British and American Quakers, .and in-
‘directly, many European members of the

this work they a lined

International Voluntary Service for Peace.

Sy ! e By
;—o_\'\

ects of

*" Bhoodan Yagna

‘

are- visiting India to study the nature of
thé: Bhoodan movement, anHl to get first-

Today  disparity . -and inequality
which exist in the society are due -to
unequal distribution of wealth, There is
maladjustment between production and

d - distributioni. In India the population is

356.8 millions, out of which about 44.8
millions are cultivating labourers without
owning-any.-land and 5.3 millions are
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non-cultivating ownersof Iafid and “agri-
culture rent receivers”. In India culti-
vable land available is approximately
300 million acres. It is obvious that the
land is in the hands of a few and its owner-
ship is denied to the actual tillers who
produce by the sweat of their brow and
do not receive their due share. The land,
therefore, must be equitably ‘distributed
"among the tillers. Bhoodan movement,
launchied by Acharya Vinoba Bhave, aims
to distribute on an equitable basis. He
says “Land is God's gift like air and
water” and every man has the right to it
and no one has the right to possess land
-in excess of what he needs. He has adop-
-ted the method of persuasion and
appeals to the heart, conscience and the
inherent goodness of man. - He walks
from village to village appealing to the
‘haves’, and thousands of them appreciate
his message and offer land.

_ The Constitution of our country pro-
vides that no private property can be
appropriated without compensation. Buit
the technique adopted by Vinobaji elimi-
nates this constitutional embarrassment.
His method neither involves ~constitu-
tional intricacy, nor it affects the govern-
ment exchequer. The government need
not tax the people for compensatién to be
paid to Jagirdars. He wants to save the

masses from their poverty and wealth -__

from the command of the capitalists. By
virtue of this policy Vinobaji achieves
“two objects at a stroke.

Land is the basic factor of prodﬁction-
-and without land nothing can be produced.

. It is necessary ' that land must be very’

-cautiously used to increase’ the produc-
tion and to meet the needs of the people.
“1f the ownership of land is transferred to
the actual tiller, it will be an incentive to

. creative interest in increasing the produc-

tion of agricultural commodities and
commercial as well. This will also give
- indirect impetus to the revival of ‘céttage
.. and village industries. Villagers will be
*.rehabilitated on the land and a‘decentra-

lised econontic society will spring -up-in

‘ratio to size of = holding.”
“Warrineor warns against collective far-
-ming that collectivisation brought two
years of famine and an immense slaughter .
of
“Government has first started fragmenting
. bigger plots of land into smaller pieces -
in order to distribute to: actual tillers of
-the soil.
“small pieces of land. Awverage economic
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the country. S S
Many misgivings are raised by -the
people from various corners. Some eco-
nomists say that it. will create fragmenta-.-
tion and will disturb:the -economic hold-
ings. The Planning Commission has.
estimated that 25 acres of land must be
the minimum economic holding. Ithas
miscalculated and enunciated a mislead-
ing formula, because : approximately 300
millions of acres are available for cultiva-
tion. So the average comes to about 3/4

acre as an economic holding. Vinobaji

says one acre of land is sufficient to sup-
port a man, proved from the results. from

his own experiment in his Paunar Ashram.

He believes that one to five acres can’be
the minimum economic holding to support
a family of five in India. '

" Professor C. N. Vakil, an eminent
economist of the country, has alsofavoured
the idea of such small scale farming. - He
says, “So long as agriculture continues
to be a way of life, rural opinion,
which is more and more becoming

.conscious of reforms, introduced in 6ther

countries..., will never tolerate any
piece of land reform which does not.
think in terms of redistribution ‘of land
and the splitting up of large sized
holding.” ‘ Ll
Dr. Mitrany remarks, “In 'Eufope
small scale farms have persisted success-
fully. Theory of large scale agriculture
has been successfial commercially and

.it'is proved costly nationally.” Mr. Mas-
- singham states, “Taking into account hu-

man limitation and other natural factors,‘
wealth per acre tends to move in inverse
Doreen

- livestock. In China, the New

In Japan people cultivate
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. holding in China and Japan isonly 2 to 3
acres of land.. . S
Small scale farming is not only, pro-
fitable in the real sense but it enriches
- the peeple around it simultaneously.
Because all the implements. which will be
applied to the field can be manufactu-
" -red in the villages. In small scale farming
_ tillers need not depend on articles impor-
ted from foreign countries as petrol
tractor, etc, The farmers use the very
implements which can be manufactured
in their own village by the. carpenters
and blacksmiths. Thus there is the chance
for subsidiary industries to flourish which
will provide- employment to those who
are already in them. =~ =
Bhoodan Movement also provides
the landless people with an active pro-
gramme of organising themselves. into a
united force. Bhoodan has a message
for the landless as well to realise his res-

ponsibility to become an intelligent and -
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co-operative partner in the decentrali-
sed and self-reliant agro-industrial econo-
my of the villages. . .
" Thus Bhoodan Yagna must be vie-
wed in a larger perspective as it is keep-
ing the torch of the non-violent revolu-
tion started. by Gandhi a generation ago
burning. Jai Prakash Narayansays “His-
tory has provided us a chance to show to
the world, peaceful methods of solving
the problem of land.” Acharya Vinoba
remarks “If a socio-economic revolution
is to be achieved through peate and non-
violence, we must create an atmosphere
of self-sacrifice, love, corporate action and
moral - purity - through. Bhoodan Move-
ment.” He continues. “My movement is
primarily a moral and spiritual move-
ment for the regeneration of men and
reorientation of social and economic
values in life.” With immense potentia-
lity this Yagna will be a landmark in the
socio-economic history of our country, -

o S
A WARNING TO WELFARE WORKERS

‘K. S. SONACHALAM, . a.

‘We are indebted to the
of Madras for .this thought-provoking

Consumption.”
been adapted here for the readers of

“Women's Welfare Journal,”” Feb., ’54, of the Government |
article under the title cui ’
Though this has its appeal for the National Saving Programme it has
Sarvodaya. It gives atrue picture of the callous

“Curse of Conspicuous

waste in ‘Conspicuous Consumption’ by the upper and middle classes with utter disregard
of the grinding poverty and the suffering of the masses. . . o ;

It was the American economist

“Thorstein Veblen who minted the phrase
“Conspicuous Consumption” to denote
every act of expenditure of time or money
for the sake of vulgar ostentation or
reputability. .Such acts spring from: the
desire for distinction, characterised by
Nassau Senior as ‘the most powerful of
-human passions.” - Uncurbed ‘and -ub-
" -chastened, this desire lands not only the
. indigent and the impecunious on shoals
of bankruptey, discontent and ‘misery but
.also the ostensibly -well-to-do and- the

& I

wealthy. Consumer behaviour is wa»r?ed
‘and twisted by the siren cry of fashion,
vogue and custom, exercising the force of
the laws of the Medes and the ‘Persians .
“which could be violated only at the peril .,
of people losing their respectability and
_caste. Consumption pattern is distorted
/ to bring in non-essential trinkets even at
_the risk of hunger, squalor and. misery
.endured silently and secretly - behind -
_closed-doors. Best Jaid schemes of house-
. wives go awry .turning surplus idto
_balanced and balanced -into - deficit
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budgets: Poteéntisl savings aredissipated
on wants, arising not from real wholesome
healthy human needs but from a sense.of
keeping up pecuniary decency and a
craving to show off. - :

. In the immediate post-war years,
there: had been everywhere a consumption
spree, ' the  résult .of wartime pent-up
demand. ,India-also had its, due share.
In more recent years, the psychological
climate in India has been steadily - grow-
Ing more congenial to an orgy of ' cons-
picuous consumption. A few instances
might suffice to indicate how far this
bane of -ostentatious .expenditure has
already begun to corrode . our economy.
The expenditire on weddings. even nor-
mally most .burdensome .according to
international standards, has.outgrown all
decent limits. . Weddings take the hue
and complexion of festivals with . costly
pandals and shamiana, feasts and lights,
concerts and nautches. If a millionaire

spends lavishly, it may be asked why-

should it be condemned. It is not his

individual economy that we are here con--
cerned-with. What is its effect on.society? .~

It sets up a vogue which quickly solidifies
into custom, “deep as snow.” - - --

Another case is the love. for costly
apparel that enslaves.all, more 5o the
sisters..: A rich lady who.can afford dons
a 500 rupee tissue saree. She may rightly

argue that the constitution.allows her as.

a citizen the liberty and right to wear it.
But what is its social effect on less fortu-
nately placed women?- “Any ostentatious
consumption like this has what James S.
‘Ducsenberry- -calls’ the “demonstration
effect.” . When people come into contact
with superior goods or superior patterns
consumption, with the new articles or new
ways ‘or meeting ‘old wants, they are apt
to feel aftera-while a certain restlessness
and dissatisfactien. - The 'next -reaction
after iseéing supérior ‘articles fairly
continuopsly isto get: them for them.-
- selves; ifinot the same expensive articles
“something which they. could buy with all

‘the apex- flaunt.
articles, the class of people immediately
‘below them is infected by theample and
‘the demonstration effect has.its chain re-
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their'income; ignoring all ‘other esseftial.
wants. Family budgeting is wrecked. = .
-~ - Leadership in women is therefore a "~
very onerous and sacred responsibility.
Welfare workers donning superior clothes
and. jewellery and visiting the poor un: .
wittingly cause “the demonstration effect”

to make them - cheerless, envious ‘and
depressed; it kindles. unquenchable desire .
in the poor, simple rustic women to whom
they had gone with the' professed object
of bringing peace and good cheer. It
makesithem restless:and yearn for what
they can never hope to get and thus their
visit will prove to be the antithesis of
‘welware work and service. In such a
situation one cannot help feeling nostalgic
towards the Gandhian era when women

-surrendered their costlier jewels to the

inimitable auctioneer that was the

.‘Mahatma’ a'nd consigned ‘their rich

foreign clothes to - the bonfire. It is a
‘retrograde step that in sartorial habits
both men and women. have abandoned

- the Gandhian simplicity and acquired a

butterfly temperament to revel in the
-costly and the gaudy. . ol

It is the ‘individual, ar-tiéu]a)i‘ly he

. or she with the halo of leadership, who
should not-4ndulge in conspicuous con- -

sumption., For in this country, as in
politics, so in social ‘life, ideas are not

- derived from the bottom but percolate
from the apex down the tiers of the social

pyramid.. If the income groups at or near
superior and - costly

action down to the lowest income:group.
The “demonstration effect” has most

.serious consequences on, an economy that

is determined to go ahead. .Every act of
conspicuous consumption by the highest
income group can -have asuitable

-synthetic and plastic substitute to suit the

pockets of every group beneath it- Most
of them might be ir‘np‘orted‘ foreign goods.

If the leader forsakes the mew article
or new way of life, costly and conspi-
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o H; last I have had "along letter
ffom Dr. Koch himself giving .particulars
as to how he and his group managed. to
get behind the “Iron Curtain”s. and:-what
happened on the other side. It was not
such-a spectacular tripmph for.satyagraha
as I had thought when: I read:the bare
statement that-they had crossed. and had
reached Berlin.. Yet the full story gives a
still “better, picture. of -their - courage,
patience; and consideration:for all those
whom they met on their way. “As they
went through the :Western part of Ger-
many, from Hamburg to Bonn:and., from
Bonn to the frontier; the general opinion
of those to whom, they spoke of their
intentions was that even if they succeeded
in penetrating into the .Eastern. Zone at
all they would not be allowed to speak
with anyone there and .would  soor find
¢ C’ont‘ihuqd‘from -previotis page) : :
cuots in its texture;- the followers will
have tiothing for imitation and the equals
nothing for. emulation and neither have
any irritation or chagrin. '
of happiness will not be less because
conspicuoils cosumption breeds’ competi-
tive consumption and all the competitors
dre not a whit happier even when they have
doubled or quadrupled their consumption;
....Consumption pattern is the handi-
work of the woman in the home; as
most of: the poor. man’s. ‘income - spent
on food and other necessaries and as after

all the woman presides over the budgetary-

process. Hence rationalisation of con-

sumption is‘peculiarly withinthe woman’s

sphere of action and competence. Leader-

ship among . wommen - has -a tremendous

opportunity in this to serve. - .. .. -
&

The previous thrée articles may be referred to “Sarvodaya’ of July, August:and

The sum total”

themselves in. a; coneentration- camp -in
Siberia. In_ face: of these depressing
prognostications, it is interesting .to see
what actnally happened.. .Now tq quote
from Dr. Koch’s letter:— -~ -

“For seven weeks we tried without
success. to cross openly: and without
permits the zonal border. between: Hesse

‘and Thuringia; which is.also the.demarca-

tion, .line betweenp the- American and
Russian Zones. Five times we. tried,
until at last al] the appropriate. German
and American authorities. knew of. our
endeavour. But in spite. of much help
from friends we could not persuade them
to allow us to  cross,, The. German
officials ‘were. friendly, but would not
budge from the: American ruling - on the
matter. After our fifth attempt there were
no more authorities. to contact, and we
would have been. in danger of losing the
sympathy of these in charge at that point
had we:tried again there, . Already after
our first attempt they had pointed out to
us that only a few miles to the- north, at
the British-Russian. border: the- crossing
from ‘West to -East was, ethough- not
exactly legal, at least- not an indictable
offence. . We -did -not wish to appear
mulish'or to-stress the importance of - the
zonal frontier too. much, though-on - the
other hand we shopld have liked to have
gained . American acquiescence :which
wonld have been so vital for inderstand- .
ing between. West and Edst ... = . - 1.
~ “We moved-on to the British-Russian
border therefore and announced that we
intended crossing the next morning. - We
walked through the village of Besephausen
and along the highway to what- had for-
merly -been the official crosging point.
At the western barrier:we were: received
by an official of the Ministry. of- Internal
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After he had explained that the: Minister
would.not allow us to cross we- had the
following short dialogue. o
_“We—‘We understand the minister’s
attitude, and we ask him to note that we
believe it to be our duty to cross the

frontier:openly and without permits in.

'order to continue our march.’

“The Official:— *We cannot prevent
‘you - by ‘physical force, but we should
point out that you alone will be ‘respon-
sible for the conseqiiences.” - -

- “Wei - ‘We expressly state that we

are prepared to take that responsibility.’
We saluted him and -quietly walked "on
to the border. : There we opened a further
barrier' (turnpike) and walked “on- for
" about 100 yards, unfil we found ourselves
behind the- eastern check point. Two
members of ‘the - ‘People’s police’ came
hurrying down from a - earby hill. “We
told them'what we wanted. They fired
two signal shots and took us to'the village
of Kirchgandern, froin where a-"crowd of
people came out to meet us. - A eivilian
then took us to the local police-station at
Arenshausen. - There we' met many we
knew, since that station isalsé in charge
of that part of the border where ‘we had
made our first five attempts. - In the
presence of a - number of ‘police officers
and some civilianis'we explained our aim
and purpos& - Two hours later we - were
taken by police - car to Heiligenstadt
where are the District Policé’ to whom
we again stated our intention. ' Twenty-
four hours:later we - were told -that the
Government in Berlin was willing to
permit - us to continue our journéy by
coachi via Erfurt, Weimar, Leipzig’ and
Wittenberg to Berlin. But: even before
the: Government's - decision ' had become
known. we+-had been zllowed -to move
about freely and talk to teachers, journa-
lists, representatives of the local peace
committee and the man in the street:

. At Erfort, Weimar, Leipzig and.

Wittenberg, in addition: te' privaté con-
versations; we were dble- to exchange
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" views in a frank dnd critica fmanner"with
" political personalities and leading men of

\the peace movement, We learnt later
from the German Peace Council in Berlin
that;the-Minister. .of-Jnternal ~Affairs of
the German Democratic Republi¢*had at
first intended to have us taken back to
the zonal border immediately. . But the
Peace Coiincil mediated' and persnaded
i to allow us'td continue our march as
‘guests of the Peacé Council. .~ © - "
"~ “For several-iéasons our’ group ‘had
agreéd not'to attempt to be received by
publi¢ officials!’” - The authorities were in
any case irritated by the way in ‘which
we had: ignored official regulations -fer
érossing . the border, and- regarded our
behaviour as'showing a lack of discipline.
On the other hand they felt that we were
of little importance and not really repre-
sentative 'of Western Germany. They
wéte a little doubtful aboeut the group and
did -not understand: all' .our motives.
Moreover it was only a few weeks since
the disordérs of June 17th, and the so-
called “New Course” needed peace and
quiet to take effect. 'It was therefore
obvious that the authorities wished to
avoid any occasions for official -er semi--

_ official pronouncements. But we did have

some imporfant private conversations.

- “The most stirring experience we had
was the realisation that the Communists
are intensely anxious to . find non-warlike
means to end the presént power-political
tensions. It should be an occasion for
rigorous self-criticism on the part of
pacifists tq discover how liftle assistance
they are able to give them in that search.
' “We also’ got an insightinto the very
core of the Marxist staté, There is funda-
mentally no ‘rooni for free’ initiative;
éverything is plafined’ and thereby loses
much of'its potentially good ‘effect; any
initiative which goes beyond the planned
framework is frowned upon. All this -
leadsto a paralysis of life. : .

* “While we were still in Eastern' Ger-
many, the election campaign was begin-
ning in the West. We therefore did not
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WWW. v1nobc\ in

stop on otir ‘way back J;o Hambm:g, wherer-
After: some; €x-:

our march had begun.
changes of views in West Berlm. we

arrived at ‘the zofidl - botdér some 25
kilometers from Hamburg, said a friendly.
goodbye to the People's police there and:
walked alorig the highway into’ Western:
territory;-where 'we- were ‘questioned by

the police but not detained. An empty
lorry took s to” Hamburg. i -

- “The 1mpact of our. march on thev
public mind .was_‘at first completéjy
swamped by the’election campaign. But
since then it -has become obvious’ ‘how
l’mportant in’ many ways ‘this.. non-v1olent
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exerelse has been We ‘have’ learnt much

and gained many friends.

 “Meanwhile it has become possible
to cross the zonal bordér freely, at least
at the recognised places. Our march

‘may have beenisome value in'this respect.

““Not only thé common people, but
also the authidrities on both sides of the
border are truly prepafed for a solution
of | the, German problem, which would

L unify Germany without any ties to either

U. S.'A. or Soviet. Russ1a, except those
of a peaceful co-existence. Anyone "who
speaks to Germans convmcmgly of such.
a solution wins- .their hearts .and minds
and glves them a.new hope.

e ALL- INDI-A BHOODAN NEWS %

In Madhya Pradesh dlstrlbutxon work
has begun in Nagpur, Chindwada, Bilas-
% r and Amravathi districts. Sr1 Dada

harmathikari was touring in many places
and addressing meetmgs Collection work
is also proceeding. ‘In Punjab and Pepsu
Sri Ajintha Ram has collécted 210 bighas
of land from‘ Haripur v1llage ‘Srimathi
Satyabala began her tour in' Hissar _dist-
rict from 15th January onwards. In Delhi
Takore Bhavani ~Singh of Jodhpur
donated 1500 acres of land to' Bhoodan.
In Dakka villagé 20 bighas of land  were
distributed to the villagers. In Ra]asthan

promiment workers were touring in the.

various ‘districts and, collecting’ Bhoodaii:
Distributiofi- work also is
More than 800 blghas were distributed to
the land|less peasantsin’ the month of Janus
ary alone. In Maharashtra, workers of the
variousdistricts were toufmg ‘in their res-
pective areas and doing intense propa-
ganda forBhoodan. From 20th to 30th Jan.

Sri Srikrishiiadas Jajuji toured in Ahmed-
nagai-and West Kandesh. "' His presence
inspired -a new life in the Workers.
Sri Shankarrdo Deo, General Secretary,
Sarva -Seva Sangh, began his tout in
Maharashtra towards the 3rd week of Feb-
ruary The Pra]a-Socxallst Party workers

proceeding.

were also ‘actively working for Blicodas.
In dehya Pradesh batches of workers
were fouring - in the® villages collecting
Bhoodan- and selling Sarvodaya ' and
Bhoodan: literature. In the month of Janu*
ary about 250 acres of land were fecéived.
The Praja‘Socialists’ and the Congress
workers actively co-opérated in the work.

"~ In Gaya djstrict, Bihar, in respofise¢
to' Vinobaji's call, door to door propaganda
and collection of Danapatras are being
carried on brlskly Sri Jayaprakash
Narayan toured il Gaya district frorh 15tk
to 24th Jan: and ‘cblletted 621 acres of
land from 1,242 donors '

A batch of students and. teaohers of
the Hindustani Talimi: Sangh Sevagram;
worked for Bhoodan -in (Gaya -district
(Bihar) for 2% months. . They. collected
from-3,580 denors-2, 078& acres of . lamd.

~From 14th'te 21st Februaty St St

krishnadas Jajuji toured it Vidarba and

received 500 acres of Jand and' a promise
of Rs. 5,000as Sampatt1dan Sri Shankar-
ra6 Deo toured . in Febroary in W
Kandesh district and" received 775
of land and Rs. 1;225 as ‘Sampattidan.
In Gujarat 2,255 donors of 163" _vﬂlages
gave 5,788 actes of Blioodan, %'
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*"CRISIS: IN

LB -
. 1

«d o !

E. ‘W,.; A‘R‘YA’NAYAKAM“"'» o e
: We ﬁ;\.vé'receivéd a brochure under t;lié title “Crisis ip"__Edu{:atioh”,.y‘from, ﬂ(l_e‘i. o
Illi'ndt'i;staii‘i' Talimi Sangh, Sevagram-' It contains the presidential,“address "of "Shri.

" .E.‘W+ Aryanayakam at the Gujarat Nai Talim Conferenceé’ on'19th ‘March; ’54¢.” We*

... Education..,

it \ v

itself and its ideal of non-violent social order.

PR N

" “This bring§ us to the third foundation
Npe qrs e " bl o 9. 0t g .
of the new India; its social ,andethical
idgals. - -The 'real “significance - of ‘the
Bhdodan movenient 1§ hot in the material
benefits, conferred upon thie landless, great
as these are: - it is in it§ moral chdllenge
to the nation to réplace narrow" self:
interest .by generous acceptance of the
brotheghoodu»qlf' man.

Lo b T T .
Ifi‘our ‘new social orderthe: basic

principle should, be .truth and non-
violence. Our New Educational order,
says Vinobaji, will grow, by "the yoking
. together "of "Ahimsa apnd scienges.. Yet
ovér large areas of our national life today
the atmosphere  is  hostjle to . Ahimsa.
Freedom was won by applying principles
of non-violence.  There was no place for
any kind of violence in the - freedom
struggle, but since Freedoni there has been
incteased “interest in the organisation of
the military, strength of the nation. - The
Miiistry” of Education .is organising ‘a
National Cadet Corps -in. the various
universities, and has extended it'to second-
ary high schools also. It is claimed by
the organizers that the objective of NCC
ismot militarisation but.discipline. -

.- - Bwery. ‘serious ‘educationist knows
that the imposed regimentation of the
parade ground is poles apart from the
true inmer discipline which they desire to
see grow. - To call the two by the same
name is a misuse of words.. There are
various ways of - inculcating discipline
among students. - The best form of disci-
pline is nourished by interest in one’s
own work and by a -desire to serve the
community, Discipline that is imposed
from outside is no discipline, it must come

S give bélow the concluding portion of the'address dealing:. with thec National Cadeti-
" Corps.in the universities and, secondary high,schools sponsored by the, Mlm.,stry. .of,:
‘ducation. ., This creates really acrisis in education with a challenge to. Nai Talim

discipline  grows naturally among the
pupils who are engaged in their own work

because they are interésted in it, under-:
stand its purpose and goal and feel the self--
respect which comes of doing something’

socially useful.

« When I had the privilege of discus-"

. ?ging» the work at Sevagram with Gandhiji,

emphasized-that we :should maintain in

our educational work at “Sevagram . that::

..~ 1...Under no circumstances should

Sevagram get any financial help from the’

government. . . .. .
~.2.. No kind- of military - training
should be accepted.” "~ | i

B

-+ In case the State ai;dé'pts-eoméuléory

military. training, . the Basic ' Educatjon
Centres should .be closed. -  Military
training goes against the fundamental
principle of Nai Talim. . There can be
no compromise on this issue, - . -
.- No one has ever: claimed that Naj
Talim is easy, . It makes high and conti-
nuous demands on, physical energy, on
mental jesourcefulness, on - spiritual
strength. . In many circles of Indian life
today it geems like a forlorn hope, like
fighting a losing cause. I have sufficiently
called attentjon to the. numerous . difficul-
ties in the way. But in one place the real
Nai Talim teacher will find reassurance
and reward, and that is in the response of
children to the natural human - interest
and the stimulus apd delight of such a
way of learning. Let the challenge and
the pportunity of these days spur us to
fresh efforts, S -

S & 6.

from within as self;dist:;i‘plihe." “This ‘self--

‘the-very* last time I -whg with ‘him, he

N
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. Bhoodan Yatra in Tanjore Dt

‘Thosevwho accompanied Shri Shan-
karrao Deoin his Yatra in Tanjore district
could witness a marvellous awakening
‘among the villagers. It raised the hopes
‘of the landless that they could see the end
of their misery through' Bhoodan. ~The
small landholders also appeared to hope
for a better condition of life, if their share
of land, often too small, is surrendered to
the common pool of the community
wealth of the village. A section -of the
upper class of the Jandlords would wel-
come Bhoodan as an acceptable arrange-
‘ment for relieving them of a part of
their possessions to ensure permanent
peace and cordiality in the village.
There was evidently some restlessness on
one side and also a hunger for a stable
social order based on peace and happi-
ness for all. :

Vinobaji has been saying intuitively
for the past one year that our people are
ready to respond to the call of Bhoodan
‘Yagna and that the only need is for the

workers to go and ask from door to door

in every village. Though some could not
believe this, there were seen visible signs
of such readiness among all sections of
the people in this district.

On 15th February last a small Yatra’

party of eight friends went on a walking
tour in Nannilam and  Mayuram
taluks, The party consisted of the
District Bhoodan Convenor Sri T. K.
Srinivasa Iyer, Joint-Secretary, Tamil
Nad Praja-Socialist Party Sri K. S.
Ramaswami with two other members of
this party, a few Congressmen, and some
constructive workers including the Editor,
“Sarvodaya.” The Yatra commenced on
"15th February at Ammayappan and end-
ed at Peralam on the 25th, covering about
150 miles.on the road and inside the
villages. We approached many in their
houses and every evening there wasa
public meeting.. '

“call of Bhoodan.

There was good reception at many,
places. Many whom we approached for
land were already familiar with the mes-"
sage of Bhoodan Yagna. They had only
some doubts to be cleared. They conce-
ded that something like Bhoodan is the -
only possible peaceful and ideal solution.
Some even responded immediately with
token offers of land to Bhoodan. A few.
promised to offer after consulting others
in the family who were elsewhere. Thir-
teen persons gave 4 acres 97 cents. of wet
land and 1 acre and 10 cents of dry land.

. The Yatra in the second stage wasin
Mayuram Taluk, from Manganallur to
Porayar from 26th February to March 4th.
Some members of the party had to leave
us on urgent call and the rest, mostly
workers in the field of constructive work,
proceeded on till the end. =~ We covered
eight villages walking on an average of
about 8 miles a day. Twelve donors
gave 14 acres and 40 cents in all.

1t is well known that the Communists
and Blackshirts are concentrating in
Tanjore district fully exploiting class and
caste hatred. Nannilam taluk is perhaps
the worst affected. There had been many
acts of violence on person and property -
in recent months.. Even harvesting had
to be done in some places under the pro-
tection of Special Armed Police. The
atmosphere is charged with intimidation
and violence on one side and fear and
demoralisation on the other, .

The Yatra party visited some-of the

‘most disturbed places, with message of

the non-violent revolution. of Bhoodan.
This brief experience in our Yatra has .
created a confidence among the workers

‘after witnessing the readiness of the

people in this district to respond .to the
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A Bhoodan Yagna Camp in Travancore
' — SURESH RAMABHAl —

‘A'Bhoodan Yagna training campin districts of. Travancore-Cochin also =

- Kanjirappalli; - ‘Kottayam district,
Notthéetn Travancore, was inauguratéd by
Prime Ministér Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

on Febfuary 6th, '54. His speech and the

‘special message that was sent by Vino-

baji, havé alteady appeared in the *‘Sar-

- vodaya” of February, '54. :

. Owiilg. to impénding elections the
camp acttually’ could beheld from
February 27th to 5th'March. The camp

‘was cConiducted: by Sri Ikkanda Warrier, -

‘Coénvenor of Kerala Bhoodan Samiti, and
Sri Thomas Cherian, Bhoodan Organiser
of the Kottayam district. Contrary to
expectations only .twenty persons could
jein, the .training camp including two
foreigners, Miss Lucy M. Brutt of Student’s
Christian Mission Service of England,
who has spent 21 years of her active. life
in China, and Sir Bill Rowe of California
State, U.S. A, now in the Hindustani
Talimi Sangh at Sevagram.

Four days before the starting of the
camp;  Sfi lkkanda Warrier and Sri
Cherian with the help of the campers
.made preliminary arrangements including
the clearing of a well (about two furlongs
away) which wasthe only source of water-
supply. = That well lay unused for the
Jast 15 years or-more.. Thanks to the
hard - labour - of the trainees - under Sri
Wairriers’'s guidance, the locality is now
richer by.a well for all time. Prominent
among those who came from outside in
Camp were Sri Dada. Dharmadhikari (of
Wardha) and Kumari Vimala Thakar
and Shri Suresh Ramabhai of Allahabad.
They took classes in the camp and also
addressed public meetings. Behn Vimala
Thakar has to her credit some very good
work in:Orissa and Bihar. Sri K. K.
“Chandy, of Christova Ashram, Manga-
nam, Kottayain, ‘also spoke at the camp.

On the last two days of the Camp,

Bhoodan organisérs from the different

tiny coconut shell.

joined, viz., Kumari Rajamma from Tri

vandrum, Sri P. Manmathanand Sri A. P,
‘Vasu Nambisan, the Office Secretary.

In their meeting on the 5th, the organisers
‘decided that each of them in the districts

‘of North Malabar, South Malabar,

Trichur, Kottayam, Quilon and Trivand-
rum, should collect at least one thousand
acres by the middle of April next to rea-
lise initial Kerala quota of 25,000 acres.

For me personally the camp was an
education. It gavé me an insight into

‘the life of Travancore youths and their
character. They were so obliging. Of
‘particular significance were the evening
visits in the neighbouring villages. The

Kanjirappalli area is known for big
estates and huge plantations of rubber,
tea, cardamom, pepper, etc. 1 was told
that one acre of land there valued at
Rs. 12,000 or more. The land-owners
in that locality are consequently rich,
very rich. Amidst this plenty and luxury
of the rich, I saw the appalling, crushing

poverty of the landless poor. There was

one scene which I would never forget. An
old man, wrapped in a rugged cloth at
the waist and above the knees, with

withered cheeks and greyish hair, had a

Tong thin piéce of string attached to a
‘ By this device he
was taking out water oozing from a small
opening, about eight inches in diameter,
in a bigger whole of about one foot radius. .
With ‘unyearying patiencé’ he went on
and filled his so-called jug, also made
of coconut leaves! I wondered whether

‘one could explain to him the Five-Year

Plan or the Bhoodan Yagna movement.

It further deepened my conviction that

India could not tackle.her problems but
by the Bhoodan Yagna approach and
technique. : :

*
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'SARVODAYA DAY AND'MELA
P TAMILNAD" |
’ -Under the..auspices of:the Madras
Sarvodaya Samithi-the Sarvodaya Day,
30th January, was celebrated in Madras
in Thakar Bapa ' Vidyalaya. About
400 members of ‘the: ' various con-
structive’ work’ institutions in -the city
participated 1h'the mass spinning which
went' all through the  function. The
Governor of Madras, Sri Sri Prakasa. pre-
'sided over the function. .In:'a special
message to.the people of Madras Acharya
‘Vinoba Bhave said: © . "
. .- %@ .ardently wish .that for. the
" people of Mddras State, the offering of
+ ‘hand-spun yarn'must be natural’ and
. universal. It is in that province that-the
., number of weavers is greater than else-
where.. It is only there that khadi
production is also the highest. The
. problem of the weavers can be solved
-‘only by the hand-spun yarn.. Taking
. all these into account, I do hope that
~ the people of Madras will recognize
the real value of yarn offering.”
-+ Addressing” t hé -function - Sti Sri
Prakasa appealed to' the people to follow
the path shown by Gandhiji, practise the
noble ideals he had left behind and strive
to establish  peace and happiness every-
~ wheré. ‘ Coe
' The Sarvodaya Mela  was ‘held
at the Triplicane beach. Srimathi Amritha
Ramasubramaniam .presided over the
public: meeting. Sri K. Rajaram Naidu,
Minister for Local Administration, add-
ressed the ‘meeting. ~The various institu-
tions that took part in °the spinning,
offered. yarn of 1,731 hanks.. : - :
;x> - Int Sritangam near: . Trichy,
daya Mela was ‘observed = with - prayer,
Bhajan ‘and mass spinning. . 50 'stu-
dents of the Government ‘Basi¢ Training

: Schgpl, " Fanjore,” 30. students of the -
Harijan Hostel, Lalgudi, andmany from'

the local public took part. In Perur near

Sarvo--
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Coimbatore, the Mela - was observed -
with prayer and mass- spinning.
“Many offered yarn hanks. A party .of
‘workers from Madurai organised a propa-
ganda tour ‘and went to Dhanushkodi
and Rameswaram where they held the
Mela with prayér and 'sacrificial spinning.
o U KERARAT . YT
- During" the: Sarvodaya Paksha
in Kerala, 27 batches of workers,
including’ a large number of ladies,
toured in different parts of Kerala. They
did intense propaganda for ' Bhoodan and
Sarvodaya:and sold Sarvodaya literature
also. They metonthe 12th at Tirunavaya,
-a village of great historical importance,
-where Gandhiji’s ashes were immersed.
‘An exhibition ‘was also organised by
Sri. P«K. Kunhiraman Nambjar, Sanch-
alak, AL S. A. Kozhikode, and his co-
workers.* It was run for a week. 'On the
Mela day there were prayer and sacri-
fical spinning. Sri Ikkanda Warrier,
Convenor of Kerala Bhoodan Committee,
_presided over the workers’ meeting: He
announced Bhoodan of 3,865:32 acres
received during the last one month which
brings the total Bhoodan.in Kerala to
16,865:32 acres. ' . More than 500 persons

including large - number of ladies took .

part in the sacrificial spinning. The yarn
.offering received for the Mela' was 3,552
hanks. Sri. K. Kelappan, M. P., presided
.over the public meeting. -The .villagers
and the students of. the High School
nearby showed great enthusiasm in const-
ructing a road in the village during the
Sarvodaya Paksha: ~..-: - .. 7o
BHOODAN WORK IN TAMILNAD '

Shri N. Ramakrishna Reddiaf and
Shri S. R. Subramaniam of Praja-Socia-
list Party startéd on a walking tour on
21st-February from.: Chidambaram.  -His
Holiness of Kundrakkudi: Mutt led the
party for the first two days. The party
continued the Yatra visiting 39 villages .
in:South Arcot district. 25 pefsons offer-
ed ‘Bhoodan of 39 acres 24 cents besides



‘agricultural implements. In Tanjore dist-

rict one SriwwVin&alyanasundaram Pillai

of Tiruturaipundi taluk offered 30 acres of
wet land. Sri S. K. Srinivasan, Secy.,
:Congress Committee,Pattukottai, who took
‘keen interest in Sri Shankarrao. Deo’s
Yatra in January, writes that he. received
17 ‘acres 72 cents towards Bhoodan. In

Ramnad district Sri T. D. Thirumalai,
.Bhoodan organiser, with a batch.of work-
.ers is touring on foot in the different firkas
of Srivilliputhur Taluk since the middle
.of “February . last. So far they have

.collected 70 acres from 48 persons. = Sri.’

S. Jagannathan, the Provincial Bhoodan
Convenor, and Sri Sethu Ramachandran
with-a group ' of workers toured in
Sivaganga Taluk from '12th February
to March 4th. © Again from March 5th
to 20th they continued the Yatra in
Paramakudi Taluk. They have collected
154:35 acres from 123 persons in the first
Yatra and 156 acres in the 2nd Yatra.

" ALL-INDIA KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES

EXHIBITION

~ An AllIndia Khadi and Village
Industries Exhibition will be held in

Delhi at Ramlila Grounds from 3rd to

" 13th April; 1954 ‘under “the auspices of

the All-India Khadi and Village Indus-
tries Board. Khadi and Village Industry
articles will be exhibited -and sold in the
exhibition. There will be a special sec-
‘tion depicting the progress of Bhoodan.
Yagna: The exhibition is expected to.
have a special educative value to the
city people about the condition of the
masses in the villages and the duty of
urban India to the villages. '

WORLD PEACE CONFERENCE IN JAPAN

Shri. Kaka Kalelkar and Shri.
Bharatan Kumarappa -will "represent
Sarva Seva Sangh in the World. Peace

Conference to be held in the first week of .

N

April, 1954, in Japan. -

‘whilein Dhulia - Jail in 1932, has

VINOBAJI'S GITA PRAVACHAN = /
The immortal book in Marath
containing Vinobaji's-discourses on:

through various editions. in the origif
Hindi and many provincial languages.
belated Tamil editiorr appeared only re
.cently through the Sarvodaya Prachiiral
yam. The value of this;book can be be
appreciated in the words of its review
in “The Hindu,” Madras, dated 21-3-
Gitai-Peruraikal: By Vinoba Bha
(Sarvodaya Prachuralayam, T irup g
Rs. 2/4). Vinoba is a household wor¢
in India today. As a worker for the wel
fare of the people and as the most distin
guished disciple of Gandhiji he has shown
extraordinary dynamism. He today is th
leading light. Though not a politicia
he has influenced the general trend o
politics and has been honoured and reve
-red by all leaders.. All know that the:
Gita hag been a ‘'mother* to Gandhiji. It
_ -is no less so to all Gandhians. Thus the
-@Gita has been the solace of all true
Gandhians'and is their guide book. We |
can expect that these lectures will reflect
the approach of Gandhiji to this universal
geripture. It is therefore a pleasure to go |
through this work. Vinobaji delivered ;
these discourses in 1932 in the Madhya
Pradesh Jail and they were published in:
Marathi lanquage. Thus this is a work:
nearly twenty years old which is now!
presented in Tamil translation. But it is
so very refreshing to read this work which
is full of apt examples and illustrations
from the puranas and the works of great::
poets. The exposition of the several
- chaptere is simple, illuminating and clear. -
This is a book which every student of :
Gita and religion would do well to read
with devotion. The author communicates;
some of the finest points in a luminous :
way. It isa religious work of deep merit
"and depth; it is a work of sublimated :
passion for the welfare of mankind and:
service of God and ultimate realisation.:-
The great work on the Gita by Mahadev
Desai is well known fo all students of the |
Gandhian interpretation of the Gita. This -
work will surely occupy an equal plice
with it on that subject. All Tamil lovers ',
will indeed be grateful to the Sarvodaya :
Prachuralayam for placing this fine book’
within the reach of all —K. C. D. '

Editor: N. Ramaswami.. Associate Editor: M. Karthiayani Ammal, B. A., B. L.,
Por 8arvedaya Prachuralayam (Dhakshin Bharat Prakashan of Sarva Seva Sangh) Tirupore
_Erinted,.b! 8. Bubramaniim, at the Kamals Printing Press, Tirupur.
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